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PREFACE. 

AS a great part of the intercourfe of mankind 
has ever been tranfacled by letter, it is a jurt 
refleftion upon any man, cfpecially in this more 
refined age, not to be able to acquit himfelf hand- 
fomely in this refpeft. The occafions to do this 
are fo very numerous, and the (lianie of doing it 
ill fo great in low as well as in high life, tlwt 
every endeavour to render them more peri eel in 
this accomplifliment, is, at leafl, entitled to a can- 
did reception. 

There have been many attempts towards a wo "k 
of this fort J and though it were unkind to drtratl: 
from the merit of fuch labours, yet we mufl ol>- 
fervc, that thofe which have hitherto reached our 
notice fall very fliort of the end propofci It 
would be a difagrseable taik to fingle out the im- 
perfet^ions in other performances of this kind ; 
therefore we fliall only obferve, that moft of thcfe 
• are here fupplicd. 

There is prefixed an Introdudticn, containing 
dired:ions for inditing proper letters on moft oc- 
cadpns, and the fentimcnts of feveral eminent au- 
thors on epiftolaiy writing. 

The chief branch of this defign, and which in- 
deed compofes the main body of this Work, is a 
proper collection of letters, by eminent authors, 
upon fubjefts very various in their nature, and 
therefore not eafily thrown under regular clalfes. 
Buiinefs, duty, . amufement, affcdlion, conrtfliip, 
friendfiiip, and a multiplicity of other affairs thnt 
may require a letter, are here made the fiibjcct 
of ours ; fo that, on moft occafions, no ^er- 
fon can be at a lofs for a patttiu to 0^\i^viX.\i\tCi* 
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And It is from this great variety of examples for 
ilyle and manner, and other neceflary diredions, 
that we prefume to call this performance by the 
name of Ithe Complete Letter-lVriter ; fuch a num- 
ber of letters being inferted as to anfwer the pur- 
pofe almod of every individual, from the boy at 
fchool to the fecretary of ttate. Nor let it offend 
the delicacy of any reader, that he will here meet 
"with many epidles of the lower clafs. Thefe could 
not be omitted without deviating from the gr.ind 
point in view, namely. General Utility. 

In the end are given a variety of MefTage Cards^ 
defigned for perfons of every flation. 
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Rules for Reading, and t>articiilarly 
of the Emphasis belonging to Ibmc 
fpecial word, or words, in a fentcnce. 

IN order to read well, obfcrve the following 
diredions. i. Take pains to acquire a perfect 
knowledge of the founds of the letters in general. 
2. Do not guefs at a word at firft fight, if you arc 
not -well acquainted with it, led you get a hnbic 
of reading falfely. 3. Pronounce every word clear 
and diftindly. 4. Let the tone of your voice in 
reading be the fame as in fpeaking. 5, Do not 
read in a hurry, for fear of learning to (taminer. 
6. Read fo loud as to be heard by thofe about you, 
but not louder. 7. Obferve your paufes well, 
and never make any where the fenle will admit 
of none. 8. Humour your voice a little accord- 
ing to the fubjeft. 9. Attend to thofe who read 
well, and endeavour to imitate their pronouncia- 
tion. 10. Read often before good judges, and be 
thankful when they correct you, 11. Confider 
well the place of the Emphajis in a fentence, and 
pronounce it accordingly. By Emfka/is^ we mean 
the ftrefs or force of voice that is laid on fonie par- 
ticular word, or words, in a fentcnce, thereby 
the meaning and beauty of the whole may bed ap- 
pear: this, with rcfpecl to fentences, is the fame 
as Accent^ with regard to fyllables. 

The erophafis is generally placed upon the ac- 
cented fyllableof a word; but if there be a parti- 
cular oppofition between two wonls in a fentence, 
whereby one differs from the oihcr but in parr, 
the accent is fometimes removed from its common 
^ place, as in the following inftance : T/}€ fun /hints 
ufon thejuli and upon the unjuft. Hevt Otvc V!ct^^^ 
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of the voice is laid upon the firft fy liable in unjujf^ 
becaufe it is oppofed to jufl in the fame fentence; 
but wirfaout iuch an oppoUtion the accent would 
lye on its ufual place, that is, on the laft fy liable ; 
as fVe rnujl not imitate the xmyjiii pra&ices of O' 
thers. 

The great and general rule how to know the 
emphatical word in a fentence is, to ctnfider the 
chief defign of the whole : but particular dire&ions 
cannot be eafily given ; except, that when words 
are evidently oppofed to one another in a fentence 
they are emphatical ; and fo is oftentimes the word 
which alks a queftion, as Whoj What^ IVhen^ &c. 
but not always ; for the emphafis mud be varied 
jccQFcUng to the principal meaning of the fp^kej^' 



THE 

INTRODUCTION, 

cOntainino 

Some general Directions for writing 
Letters, and how to addrefs perfons 
of diftin£Uon in writing or di(courfe, 
f&*c. fire* 

EPISTOLARY writing, by which a great part 
of the commerce of human life is carried on, 
was efteemed by the Romans a liberal and polite 
accomplifhment ; and Cicero, the father ot elo- 
quence, and mafter of ftyle, fpeaks with great 
pleafure, in his Epiflles to Atticus, of his fon*s 
genius in this particular* Among them, it was 
undoubtedly a part of their education ; and, in the 
opinion of Mr. Locke, it well deferves a (hare in 
ours. " The writing letters, (fays this great gcni- 
*^ us) enters fo much into all the occaiions of life, 
^^ that no gentleman can avoid ihowing himfelf in 
^^ compodtions of this kind. Occurrences will daily 
'^ force him to make this ufe of his pen ; which 
'^ lays open his breeding, his fenfe, and his abili- 
^^ ties, to a feverer examination than any oral 
** difcourfe. 

V It was a quaint difference (fays Mr. HowelJ, 
** in one of his Epiftlcs) that the Ancients made 
" betwixt a Utter and an oration ; the one (hould 
^* be attired like a woman, and the other like a 
** man. The oration is allowed large fide-robes^ 
** as long periods^ parenthefis^ fimilics^ cxam^tcj^ 
** and i>rher par.rs of rhetorical ftoxxuftvt.^ \ ^^^ ^ 
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*^ letter fhould be fbort-coatcd, and clofely couch- 
** ed. In fhort, wc fhould write as we fpcak ; and 
** that's a true familiar letter which expreffeth our 
*^ meaning the fame as if we were (tifcourfkig with 
** the party to whom we write, in fuccindt and 
** eafy terms. The tongue and pen are both in- 
•* terpreters of the mind ; but the pea the moft 
^^ faithful of the two ; and as it has^aH the advan- 
*^ tage of premeditation, it is not fo apt to err, 
^ and leaves things behind on a more authentic as 
" well as lading record.** 

When you fit down to write a letter, remember 
that this fort of writing fhould be like converfa- 
tien. Obferve this, and you will be no more at 
a lofs to write than you will be to fpeak to the- 
perfon were he prefent ; and this is nature with- 
out afFe&ation, which, generally Tpeaking, always 
pleafes. As to fubjedbs, you are allowed in wri- 
ting letters the utmoflTliberty ; whatfoever has 
been done, or feen, or heard, or thought of, your 
own obfervationson what you know, your inquiries 
about what you do not know, the time^ the place ^ 
the weather^ every thing about you, flands ready 
for a fubjed ; and the more variety you intermix, 
if not rudely thrown together, the better. Set 
difcourfes require a dignity or formality of flyle 
fuitable to the fubjed ; whereas letter-writing re- 
jeds all pomp of words, and is moft agreeable 
when mod familiar. But, though lofty pbrafes 
are here improper, the ftyle fliould not be low 
and mean ; and to avoid it, let an eafy complai« 
fance, an open fincerity^ and uAafFedled good-na- 
ture, appear in all you fay: for a fine letter does 
not confift in faying fine things, but in expreitii?g 
ordinary ones with elegance and propriety ; lo as 
to pleafe while it informs, and charm even in gi« 
vwg advice. 
Jc /bould sdfo wear an honed cheerful counte- 
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nance, like one who truly efteems, and in glad to 
fee hit friend ; and not like a fop, admiring hift 
own drefs, and feemingly pleafed with nothing 
but himfelf. 

Exprefs yonr meaning as freely at poflible; Long 
periods may pleafe the ear, but they perplex the 
underftanding ; a fhort ftyle and plain, flrikes the 
mind, and fixes an imprefTion ; a tedious one is 
feldom clearly underftood, and never long re* 
membercd. But there is ftill fomething requiiite 
beyond all this, towards the writing a polite and 
agreeable letter, and that is, an air of good-breed- 
ing and humanity, which ought conftantly to ap> 
pear in every expreffion, and that will give a beau* 
ty to the whole. By this I would not be fuppofed 
to mean overfbrained or affe^ed compliments, or 
any thing that way tending; but an eafy, genteel, 
and obliging, manner of addrefs, in a choice of 
words that bear the moft civil meanincs, with a 
thorough generous and good-natured diQ>o(ition. 

But in familiar letters of the common concerns 
of life elegance is not required, nor is it the thing 
we oug^t to aim at ; for when attempted, the la* 
bour is often feen, and the end perverted by the 
very means. Eafe and clearnefs are the only 
beauties we need to fludy. 

Never be in pain about familiarity in the ftyle 
to thofe with whom you are acquainted : for that 
very pain will make it aukward and ftiff, in fpite 
of all your endeavours to the contrary. 

Write freely, but not Iwftil^; let your words 
drop froixi your pen as ttiey would from your 
tongue when fpeaking deliberately on a fubjcA of 
which you are mafter, and to a perfon with whom 
yon are intimate. 

Accufton yourfelf to think juftly, and you will 
not be at a lofs to write clearly ; for while there 
is confufion at the fountain-head^ t\xe\)XO^V "wi^ 
nev^ be clear* 
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Before you begin to write, think what yotr are 
going to write. However unnecefTary this cau- 
tion may feem, I will venture to fay, that ten ap- 
pear ridiculous on paper through hurry and want 
of thought for one that is fo thro' want of under- 
flanding. 

A man that begins a fpeech before he is deter- 
mined what to fay, will undoubtedly find himfelf 
bewildered before he gets to the end ; not in fen- 
timent only, but in grammar. To avoid this, be- 
fore you begin a fentence, have the whole of it in 
your head, and make ufe of the firft words that 
offer themfelves to exprefs your meaning ; for, be 
aifured, they are the mod natural, and will, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, (I can't fay always,) bed anfwer 
your purpbfe; for to {land fearching after expref- 
iions breaks in upon the natural did:ion, and, for 
a word that, perhaps, is not a jot more exprefjfive, 
you make the whole fentence fliff and aukward* 
But of all things learn to be correA, and mever 
omit a careful perufal of what you have written, 
which whoever negledls, muft have many inaccu- 
racies ; and thefe are not only a refledion on the 
writer, but a rudenefs to the perfon to whom they 
are written. Never be afhamed of having found 
fomething amifs, which you confefs that yovr did, 
by amending it ; for in that confelTion you cancel 
the fault, and if you have not time to tranfcribe 
it, let it pafs: for a blot iis by no means fo bad as 
a blunder; and, by accufloming yourfelf to cor- 
real what h amifs, yoij^will be lefs liable to future 
miilakes. 

So much for letters in general ; as for thofe in 
trade in particular, I (hall quote a reputable au* 
thor on the fubjed, who, I think, has faiii every 
thing that need to be faid upon it, and given ex- 
amples, whereby we cannot err if we do not exp 
^^^ vJz. 



INTRODUCTION. n 

^ As plainnefs and a free way of expreflion, is 

* the beauty and excellence of fpeech, fo an eafy 

* concife way of writing is the bcft ftyle for tradef* 
^ men. He that afFefbs a rumbling bombaft flyle, 
^ and fills his letters with compliments and flou- 
^ rilhes, makes a very ridiculous figure in trade : 
^ for inftance of the following letter, which a 
^ young tradefman in the country writes up to a 
' wholefale-dealer in London, on his firfl fetting 
' up.' 

*^ SIR, The Deftinies having fo appointed it, 
^*-a»dray dark (lars concurring, that 1, who by 
** Nature was formed for better things, (hould be 
^^ put out to a trade; and the time of my iervitude 
^^ being at length expired, I am now launched 
^^ forth into the great ocean of bulinefs; I thought 
** fit to acquaint you, that laft month I received 
** ray fortune, which, by my father's will, had 
^^ been due two years pad, at which time I arri- 
*^ ved to man's eftate, and became major ; where- 
** upon I have taken a houfe in one of the princi- 
^^ pal (Ireets of this town where I am entered u- 
" pon my bufinefs, and hiereby let you know that 
**. I fhall have occaiion for the goods hereafter 
^^ mentioned, which you may fend to me by the 
*' carrier." 

This fine flourifh, which the young fhopkeeper 
drefled up with much application, and thought it 
well done, put his correfpondent in London into 
a fit of laughing ; who, inftead of fending him di- 
redHy the goods he wrote for, fent down into the 
country to inquire his chara^er. 

The fame tradefman in London, by the next 
poft, received the following letter from another 
young fhopkeeper in the country, on his begin- 
ning bufinefs for himfelf. 

*' SIR, Being obliged, by my late mafter'a de- 
^ ceafe, to enter immediately upou Wtvcitfe^ ^xA 
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^ ponfcqtiently open my ihop without going t« 
^* town to fornifli myfelf with fuch goods ad at 
^ prefent I want, I have fent you a Imall order, 
*^ as under-written. I hope you will ufe me well, 
^^ and let the goods be good of the forts, though 
^^ I cannot bem London to look them out myfelf. 
** I have inclofed a bill of exchange of 75 L on 
^^ Meflf. A — and B — ^ and Company, payable to 
*' you, or your order, at one and twenty' days 

. ** fight* Be pleafed to get it accepted ; and if the 
^^ goods amount to more than that fum, I fliall, 
**, when I have your bill of parcels, fend you the 
•* remainder! I repeat my deiire, that you will 
*^ fend me the goods well forted and well chofen, 
^^ and as cheap as polGble, that I may be encou* 
*^ raged to a farther correfpondence. I am your 
** humble fervant, C K." 

This was writing like a man that underflood 
what he was doing, and fuch a letter could not 
want its proper eSe€t upon fuch a correfpondent 
in London. 

In (hort, a tradefroan'd letter fbould be plain and 
concife, and to thepurpofe; no quaint expreflions, 
no book-phrafes, no Hourifhes ; and yet they muil 
be full and fufficient to exprefs what he means, fo 
as not CO be doubtful, much lefs unintelligible. I 
can by no means approve of (ludied abbreviations, 
amd leaving out the needful copulatives of fpeech 
in trading letters ; they are afFeAed to the lafl de- 
gree : for, in a word, 'tis affeding to be thought 
a man of more than ordinary fenfe, by writing 
extraordinary nonfenfe, affeding to be a man dF 
bufmefs, by giving orders, and exprefling your 
meaning in terms which a man of buimefs may not 
think himfelf bound by. 

When a tradefman takes an apprentice, thefirft 
thing he does for him, after he lets him into the 

<:ouiiewg'boufe and his books^ and after trufling 
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bim with his more private bufinefs, is to let hitn 
write letters to his dealers, and correfpond with 
his fri^ids; and this he does in his mafter's name, 
fubfcrihine his letter thus^ ** 1 asi, 

^ For my naoftcTf A. B* and company, 

^^ Your humble iervant, 

c. ur 

And beginniog thus : 

«^ SIR,. I am ordered by my mafter, A. B. to 
** adviftyou, that'" 






Or thus : 

^ SIR) Tbefc are^ by my oafter's drder, to 
** give you' notice'*— •-*-► 

Orders for goods ought to be very eKpIlcit «nd 
particular, that the dealer may not mi(kke ; effie- 
cially if it be orders from a tradefman to a raami** 
fairer to make or buy goods, either of -fuch a 
quality or pattern; in wiiich cafe, if the goods are 
made to the-coloursi| and of a marketable guodnei's^ 
^nd within the time limited, the perfon ordering 
them cannot -refufe to recfive them, and to make 
lumfelf debtor to the maker. On the contrary, if 
the goods are not of a marketable goodnefs, or 
not to the patterns^ or not fent within tiie time, 
^fae maker ought not toexpe^they ihould be re- 
x^eiTedk 

In regard to the form and fuperfcriptidn of let- 
"ters) efpecially of the politer fort, it may be ne- 
ceffary to obferve. 

That -when you w rite to a perfon of diflindion, 
or ]gmtleman^ let it be on gilt paper; and with- 
t>ut fealiflg the letter itielf, iiiciofe it in a cover, 
^hicfa you are to feal over it, and write the fn^er- 
icription ihereoa* 

B 
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Begin your letter about two inches below the 
top of your paper, and leave about an inch mar- 
gin on the left hand; and what compliments, or 
fer vices, you fend in the letter, infer t them rather 
in the body or coaclufion of it, than by way of 
poftfcript, as is too often done, but is neither fo 
afFe6lionate or polite; for it not only favours of 
levity to your friends, but has the appearance of 
your having almoft forgot them. 

It is ufual among the polite to flgn their names 

at a confiderable diftance below the conclufion of 

the letter, and thereby Ic^vc a large vacant fpace 

' over iheir names ; which, though cuftonaary, I 

would by all means advife you to avoid; becaufe 

'tis putting it in the power of any one who has 

your letter to write what he pleafes over your 

.name, and to- makie you in all appearance have 

•iigned a writing that you would by no means have 

'fet your liand to. 

; In xlireding^your letter to perfons who are well 
'known, 'tis be(l not to be too particular; becaufe 
'tis leflening theperfon youdiredto, byfuppoCng 
him to be obfcure, and not eafily found. 

Whenever you direft to perfons who arehonour* 
able, either by family or office, 'tis more proper, 
as well as polite, todired without the title of Efq. 
than with it ; for inftance. 

To the Honourable Mr Arundel ; not. To the 
Honourable Peter Arundel, £fq. which would be 
ridiculous. 



SOME FAHTHKR 



DIRECTIONS and OBSERVATIONS 



ON 



EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE. 



I. 1 T7HEN you are writing to your fupcrior, 
VV be not prolix, but let your letter be as 
fliort as the fubjedl, or occaiion, yjou write on 
will permit ; efpecially fuch wherein favours are 
requefted : and be particularly careful in not o- 
roitting any letter belonging to the woids you 
write, as Pve^ can'ty Jon^tj Jhou^d^ ivoWd^ be. 
inftead of / have^ cannot^ do not^ Jhould^ would^ 
&rc..; for fuch contractions not only appear dilre- 
fpedlful, and too familiar, but difcover (ihole al- 
moft infeparable companions) ignorance and im> 
pudence. Neither be over-pornpous in your (lylc ; 
out convey your thoughts with ealc and perfpicu- 
ity, that they may appear as from nature, rather 
than a vain conceit to (how your learning ; the 
former fhows your humility, the latter your pride. 
2. When you write to your fuperiors, never 
make a poftfcript, and (if poiFible) avoid it in let- 
ters to your equals ; efpecially complimentary 
poftfcripts to any of the perfon's family or rela- 
tions to whom you write; as it fhows difrefped 
in your negleding fuch perfon* in the body of your 
letter ; wherefore, it is befl to keep up to form 
if you write to the ancient, the grave, or the 
proud; fuchperfons being moft com«\o\i\^ ^^^vivx'^ 

B2 
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of difrefpeft, and exped): to be treated with de^ 
ferencc. 

3. When you write to your inferiors, you arc 
at liberty to ad as you think proper as to the lafl 
caution ; and take care that you are not too fiimi- 
liar or free in your ftyle, left it fhould make you 
contemptible ; always having the proverb in your 
Qlind, viz, *^ Too much familiarity commonly 
*^ breeds contempt." 

4. If your letter confifts of feveral paragraphs, 
begin every frefh or new one at the fame diftance * 
from the left-hand margin of the paper as when 
you began the fubjeft of your letter ; always re- 
memberings as you write on, to make your pro- 
per ftopF, otberwife no perfon will be able to 
come at the f^fe or meaning of your letter ; whick 
negled very often caufes mi flakes and mifunder- 
Aandings : and be careful to put a period or fult 
llop>2|t the end of every paragraph, thus. 

5. When the fubjeft of your letter is finiihed, 
conclude it with the fame addrefs as at firfi, as^ 
Sir ; Madam^ or. May it pUafe ymtr Or ace ^ 
lArdJhip^ Ladyjkip^ Src. Src. and always fubfcribc 
your name in a larger hand than the body part of 
your letter. 

6. Letters fhould be wrote on ^arto fine gilf 
poft paper to fuperiors ; if to your equals or in« 
teriors, you are at your own option to ufe what 
iort or ilze yuu pleafe, but take care never to 
fcal your letter with a wafer unlefs to the latter. 

7. When your letter is fealed, you muft write 
the fuperfcription (if it be to your fuperior or c* 
qiial) in the following manner^ viz. Write the 
word To by itfelf, as nigh the left-hand upper an- 
gle or corner of your letter as is convenient : thca 
begin the title, or name, of the perfon about an 
inch lower, and Almoft in the middle or centre of 

//> according to the length of the perfon's name^ 
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or title ; and write the place of his abode in a line 
by itfelf at the bottom, in a larger charader tlw^n 
the other part, thus z 



To 



The Right Hon. the 

Earl of Pembroke, 

At WiLTON-flOUSE, 

WILTSHIRE. 
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Proper DrREGTioNs, for addrefling per-^- 
fons of every rank or denomination, at 
the beginnings o£ letters, and the fupcr- 
fcriptions. 

Bc^DBings of Letters* 

To the KiSG. Sire ; or,. Sir ; olr, Moji gracious. 
Sovereign ; or^ Alay it plet^yolur Ma j esty,. 

To the Qui; tN^ Maditm; qv^ Mofi^ &c. 

To the P»€NCE of Wales.. Sir;: or, May it. 
pkafe Your Koyal. Highnefu 

To the Pr I K€ E ss o r^ W A L lE s. Madam ; , or, .May; 
it f leaf e your Royal Highnefs-i 

To the PtiNCESs^DowAGER.^ Ditto.. 

ISote^ All Sovereigns*' fons and daughters, and. 
brothers and^fifters,. are entitled to RoyalHigb^- 
ne/s. 

And to the reft of the Royal family. Higbsufs^ 

To a DtTKA. May, it^leafe^your. Grac£. 

To a Ducft £ss« Ditto. . 

Tba MiAK^jav EAa«^ ?' My Lard;, or. May it: 
ViftO&UMT, or Loan, y pleafe your Lord/hip* 

Toa Marcbionefs^ an Earl's mfe, 7 May stpleafi 
Vifeountefs,. or a Lord's wife. ^ytmr.LadyJhif, 



To die ArAbiQsopu May it f /^^ yt^ur Grace ^ 



rNVHODUCTION. ^ 

To the reft of the Bifliops, My turd ; or. May 
it fUqfe your Lordjhip. 

To the reft of the clergy- Reverend Sir. 

Note. All you0£^ fons of. a Dukr or Marquis 
are ftylcd Afy Lor</ ; znd Earls^ Vifcounts^ and 
Lohds'JbnSj are ftyled HbtmuraUt^ and EfqmitxM^ 

To cither of thefc,.4S/r; Honoured Sir i or, May 
it fleafe your Hotkour*. 

Air6 tli^ title of Lidy 19 giVM to tlie dauriiters of 
Dukes j. Marquiffes^ and Earlsi^ MaJmm; or,. 
May it fleafi your Ladyjhif. 

To a Member of Parliament.. May it f leapt your 
Honour. . 

To the Right Hbttonrable the Lord Mayor of 
Londenu My Ldtd ; or, May it fltttfe your, 
hordjhifj^ 

Ifote. lihiaX Generalsi^ Admirals^ and-CohneUy^ 
^oA:2X\ field officers J are Honourable.. 

AU other officers; etth^;ih the iirmy or iMx% hive * 
only the title, of the commiffion they bear tet 
firfl on the iuperfcription of the tetters ; and at 
the beginning. Sir ; ox y. Honoured Sir \ ,or, May 
it ples^f, your Honoark 

An AMba£adof^ May Hfha/tyourExtttl^cy j.6r,. 
Sir... 

AB Prhy G^tfifjtlhts. wt^ Jtiges that are Privy 
CovaiMlcnrs^ are R^l Hof^ourdbh} and th* 
whole PrWy CcmnciftslLea tog^exVitt %x«.&^\A 
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Baroaets are Honourable. 

Juft'ices of the Feace^ ^nd Mayors^ ^re Ryled Rjgif 
JVorJhipfuL 

Likewife Sheriffs of counties, &c. . 

All \ Governors under his Majefty arc ftyled Ex^ 
cetlency. 

SuperfcriptioBS of Letters^L 

7o His Mofi Sacred MkyESTY ; or, To the Kind's 
MoJ} Excellent Majesty. 

To her Moft Sacred MhjzsTY ; or, QueiJn^s Mojl 
, Excellent Majesty. 

To His Royal Highnefs the Prince %f Wales. 

To Her ftMyal Highnefs ihe Princefs of Wales* 

To Her Royal Highnefs the Princefs Dowager of 
Wales. 

Sovereigns' fons, daughters, brothers, and fillers. 
. ToHisJOt Her Royal Highnefs. ' 

* • ■ 

To the reft of the Royal family. Highnefs.. 

To his Grace the Duke of K-^ — n. , 

Ta her Grace tie Duchefs of N *• ^ 

rTo the Right Honourable 
To a Marquis, Earl*, ^the Marquis of; Earl of\ 
, Vifcount, Lord^ '^jUriVi/count F^^^^h -j the 

y^Lor.d H^ 
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To a Marcbioncfs* To tie Right HonoMraUe the 
Marchione/s o/^ b^c. An Earl or Vifcount's 
wife. 7o the Aj^ht Honourable the Counte/s of; 
the Vifcountefi ey, £rc. To a Lord's wife iQ 
the Right Honour 4iUe the Lady^ &c. 

To the daughter of a Duke, Marquis, and Earl^ 
To the Right Honourable the Lady Anne F^^-^h* 

Note. The wives of Lieutenant-generals, Major* 
generals, and Brigadier-generius, are Honour^ 
able. 

Alfo, the wives of Vice and Rear Admirals, Am- 
bafladorsy &c. To the Right Honourable Mn 



To an Arcbbifhop. To his Grace the Archhijhof 
of Canterbury. • 

To other Bifliops. To the Right Reverend Father 
in God^ Jobn^ hardy Bijhop of^ ire. . 

Sotne necejfary orthographical dh'cftionsyir 
writing corredly; and when to ufe capi- 
tal letters,) and when not. 

I, T ET the firft word of every book^ epiftle^ 
I J note, bill, vcrCc, (whether it be in prole, 
fhysie, or blank verfe,) begin with a capical. 

2* Let proper names of perfons, places, fliips^ 
rivers, mountains, things perfonificd, &c. begia 
with a capital : alfo, all appellative names of pro* 
fefTions, callings, b'c, 

3. It was formerly underftood ornamental €0 
hcgin every I'ubftantive in a fenttuQt vj'vxXi ^ ^v^v 
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tal, if It hptt feme, condder^ble ftrcfs of the an* 
thor*s fcnfc upon it, to make it the more remark- 
able and 'confpicuous ; but now, the common prac- 
tice is td begin all common fubftantives with a 
little letter ; which adds to the beauty of writing 
and printing. 

4. None but fubflantives, whether common, 
proper, or perfonal, may begin with a capital,, 
except in the beginning, or immediately after ar 
full ftop. 

5. Qiialities, affirmations, or participles, muftnot 
begin with a capital, unlcfs fuch" words begin, or 
eome immediately after, a period; then they ne- 
ver fail to begin with a capital. 

'..'•■ • •■ ■ ■ 

6. If any notable faying or paiTage of an author 
be quoted in his own words, it begins with a ca- 
jntal, though not immediately after a period. 

7. Let not a capital be written in the middle of 
a word among fmall letters. 

* 8. Where capitals arc ufed in whole words or 
fentences, fomething is expreifed extraordinary 
great. They are alfo ufed in titles of books, for 
ornament's fake. 

• 

9. The pronoun /, and the exclamative 0, mud 
be written with a capital. 

10. The letter q is never ufed without the let- 
ter a next following. 

11. The longyrauft never be infertcd immcdi* 
ately after the ihort j, nor at the end of a word* 
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LETTER-WRITER. 

PARTI. 

Mifccllaneous Letters on the moft uic» 
ful and common occafions. 

L E T T E R* I. 

■ 

•From a brother at home to afijier abroad on a vifit^ 
complaining of her not writi/ig. 

- Dear Sifter, 

« 

T MUST acquaint you how unkind it is taken 
I by every body here, that ^c i'o feldom hear 

. from you : my mother, in particular, is not a lit- 
tle difpleafed, and fays you are a very idle girl ; 
my aunt is of the fame opinion ; and none but my- 
felf endeavours to. find excufes for you ; but I beg 

v^ you will give me that trouble no more, and, for 
the future, take care to dcferve no rebuke, which 
you may ealily do, by writing foon and often. 
You are very feniible how dear you are to us all; 
think then-, with yoiirfelf,. whether it be right to 
omit giving us the only fatisfa^ion that abfence 
■a&rds to real friends, which is often to hear from 
one another. 

Our beft refpefts to Mr. and Mrs. Herbert, and 
compliments to all friends. 

From your very affedionate brother, T. C. 



84 THE COMPLETE 

LETTER IL 

Tie fijlers ^njvter. 

Dear Brother, 

I Will not fet about finding excufes, but own 
my fault, and thank you for your kind reproof; 
and, in return, I promife you never to be guilty 
of the like again. I write this immediately on the 
receipt of your's, to beg my mamma's pardon, 
which you, I know, can procure; a« aifo my 
aunt^s, on this ray promife of amendment. I hope 
you will continue toexcuieall my little onuffioas; 
and be affured, I am never fo forgetful of myfelf 
as to negled my duty defignedly. I fhall certain- 
ly write to mamma by next poll ; this is juft go* 
ing, which obliges me to conclude with my due/ 
to dear mamma, and (incere refpe^s to all friends* 
Your ever affe&ionate (ifler, M. C« 

LETTER in, 

A y dung gentleman's letter to his pappa^ written fy 

a fchoQlfellow. 

Dear Pappa, 

ACCORDING to your commands, when you 
left me at fchool, I hereby o'bey them ; and 
not only inform you that I am well, but alfo that 
I am happy in being placed under the tuition of fo 
•good a mafter, who is the beil-natured man in the 
world ; and, 1 am fure, was I inclinable to be alt 
idle boy, his goodnefs to me would prompt me to 
be diligent at my (ludy, that I mignt pleafe hinu 
Befjdes^ 1 fee a great difference made betweea 
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thofe that are idle and tbofe that are diligent : idle 
boys being punifhed as they deferve, and diligent 
boys being encouraged: but you know, Pappa, that 
I always loved my book ; for you have often told 
Hie, if I intended ever to be a great man I niuft 
learn to be a good fcholar, le(l, when 1 am grown 
up, I fhould be a laughing- (lock or make-game to 
others for my ignorance : but I am refolved to be 
a fcholar. 

Pray give my duty to my mamma, and my love 
to my iifter. 

I am, dear Pappa, 

Your moft dutiful fon. 



L E T T E R IV. 

• Another on the fame fuhje^. 

Dear Pappa, 

AS I know you will be glad to hear from your 
little boy, I fhould be very naughty if I did 
not acquaint you that I am in good he.ilth, and 
that I am very well pleafed wiih my mailer ; for 
he is very kind to me, and tells me« that he will 
always love young gentlemen that mind their learn- 
ing: therefore, I am fure, he will ftill love me ; 
becaufe you have told me, that boys who do not 
mind their learning will never become gentlemen, 
and will be laughed at for their ignorance, tliough 
they have ever fo much money ; and as I am fure 
you always fpeak truth, and I would willingly be 
a gentleman like you, I am refolved to be a good 
fcholar, which I know will be a pleafure to you 
and my mamma, and gain me the love of every 
body. 

Pray give my duty to my nvataEMi^ m^ \ra^% 

C 
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and my aunt, and my love to my fiflcr and cou- 
lins. - ' . 

I am, dear Pappa, 

Your mod dutiful fon. 

LETTER V. 

To a friend again/} viajlc of time » 

Dear Sir, 
Y^ONVERSE often with yourftif, and neither 
^^ lavifh your time, not fufFer others to rob you 
of it. Many of our hours are ftolen from us, and 
others pafs infeniibly away j but of both thefe 
lofles, the raoft fbameful is that which happens 
through our own neglect. If we take the trouble 
to obferve, welhall find that one confiderable part 
of our life is fpent in doing evil, and the other in 
doing nothing, or in doing what we fhould not do. 
We don't feem to know the value of time, nor 
how precious a day is ; nor do we confider, that 
every moment brings us nearer to our end. Re- 
iletSb upon this, I intreat you, and keep a ftri^ 
account of time. Procraflination is the raoft dan- 
gerous thing in life. Nothing is properly ours 
but the inftaut we breathe in, and all the reft is 
nothing ; it is the only good we poiTefs ; but then 
it is fleeting^ and the firft comer robs us of it* 
Men are fo weak, that they think they oblige by 
giving of trifler,, and yet reckon that time as no- 
thing, for -which the moft grateful perfon in the 
"world can never make amends. 1 aa^ &c« 

LETTER VL 

In anjwer to a friend, 

npO tell you, in anfwcr to your*s, what I chink 
•^ ^of porfperityy isj that 1 take it to be more 
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dangerous to our virtue than adverfity. It is apt 
to make us vain and infolent ; ^egardlefs of others, 
and forgetful of God, ambitious in our purfuits, 
and intemperate in our enjoyments. Thus ic pro- 
ved to the wii'efl man on earth, I mean Solomon. 
But I much admire what you fay of filence, anct 
wiih I could pra&ife that paflive virtue, which is 
the firft flep of wifdom, the nurfe of peace, and 
the guardian of virtue. Words do but ruflie and 
difcompofe the mind, betraying the foul to a thou- 
fand vanities. I hope you will in our next meet* 
ing find me greatly improved in what you fo much 
recommended to me. 

I remain, Sir, your's, fcc. 

LETTER VII. 

7a a young gentteman. 
8 I R^ 

TDARE venture to affiirm, that learning, pro* 

perly cultivated and applied, is what truly 

makes the gentleman, and that a wife man is as 

much fuperior to an ignorant perfon as a man is 

' above the level of a brute. Wherefore, you can* 
not do better than to apjply yourfclf ferioufly to 
the cuTtivation of your mind; to which purpofe 

' nothing will contrioute mort than your prefcri- 
bing yourfclf a regular method of (tudy. The 
morning is ujoidoubtedly more proper for reading 
than any other part of the day, becaufe the mind 
is then free and difcngaged, and unclouded by thofc 
vapours which we generally find after a full meal. 
Nevertheleft, 1 would not afFeft to read over a 
multitude of volumes, nor read with grcedinefs % 
I would rather chufe to read a little, and digeft it. 
Neither would I regard the number £b much ai 
the choice of my books, &e. 

C a 
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LETTER VIII. 

From a young lady^ in anjhver to a letter fie hadre^ 
ceivedfrom hermamma^ advtfing her to perfevere 
in the Chrifiian duties jhe had been injlru6led in. 

Mod honoured Madam, 

T AM at a lofs for words to exprefs the joy I felt 
■■• at the receipt of your letter, wherein you are 
Pleafed to acquaint me, that nothing ever gave my 
dear mamma greater plea fure and fatisfadion than 
the account I have given her of the condud I ob- 
ferve in my fpiritual affairs ; and that I may dill 
add to that comfort (which fhall ever be my Hudy,} 
when aif opportunity offers itfelf, I prefumc iu cott« 
tinue the information. i 

When I have properly difcharged my duty ro 
that Divine Being to >\hom I am indebted for my 
exiilence, I repair to my toilette; but not with an 
intent to clothe my body (which I know mud, 
fooner or later, fall into corruption) with vain 
attire, but with fuch as is decent and innocent ; 
regarding fine robes as the badge of pride and va« 
nity ; keeping thofe enemies, to oiir fex in parti- 
cular, at too great a diilance ever to dare an at- 
tempt upon my mind. 

when public prayers and breakfaft are over, I 
apply my thoughts to the duties of the fchool ; 
and divide the time appointed for them, as equally 
as pollibly I can, between the feveral branches of 
education I am engaged in, both before and after 
dinner. 

When fchool is finifhed for the day, I, accom- 
panied by a young; lady, who is my bedJFellow, and 
of a like difpoiition, retire to our room, where 
we jmprove ourfelves by reading. Books of fietf 
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arc our moft common choice. Thefc warm our 
wills, and enlighten our underOandingt: they in- 
ftrud us in the caufe ef our niif'condudV, and pre- 
fcribe to us a remedy ; they neither flatter a dig- 
nified title, nor ralult the peafant who tills the 
ground f but, like painted buflos, look upon every 
one alike. In fine, they refrefh the memory, en- 
large the underflancfing, and enflame the will; and, 
in a delightful manner, cultivate both virtue and 
wifdom. 

Having finifhed our rcading,^ either of piety or 
hiftory, which we prefer next, (efpccially fuch as 
relates to our own euuntry,) and fupper and prayers 
are over, I retire alone to my room, to take am 
impartial view of the anions of the day. If my con- 
fncience does not accufe me of having committed 
any thmg criminal, I give glory to God; and^ \vith 
bended knees, and an homble heart, return him 
unfeigned thanks for protedling me againfi tbofe 
temptations which the enemy to mankind is ready 
to allure us with ;. for, I am perfuaded, it was noc 
my ftrength of virtue that withiteod the tempta- 
tions, but hi» ailUling grace that enabled me to 
overcome them $ and if I am confcious of having 
done ami&, I Aie for pardon, and lay not my body" 
to reft tin I have procured peace to my fouf. 

If at any time I am permitted to pay a vifit^ 
(which, liberty your indulgence has allowed,) I 
take care to time it properly; for there are certain 
times wheavifits become rather troUblefome than 
triendry r wherefore^ I avoid it when muck com- 
pany is expeded ; or when lam certain that fa* 
roily affairs will nor adinit of fufficient leifiire to 
receive them.: the former on my own account, the 
latter on my friends r that is, much compa»y af* 
fembled together ferves rather to confufe our ideas 
than, enliven them. Wherefore, when I am fo un- 
fortunate to ili-time a Tiftt, t vrvdidt^Hi ^^^^^^t^^i^ 
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civility and ceremony will permit me; for, in roy 
weak opmion, Madam^ long converfations grow 
dull, as tew of our fex are furni (bed with a fuffi* 
. cient fund of materials for long difcourfes, unlefs 
it be to comment upon the frailties of the abfent, 
aiid turn their misfortunes into a fubjedl for our 
mod cruel diverfion. 

Thi^ Madam, is a vice you have often caution- 
ed me againft, nnd I (liall be particularly careful 
to avoid it ; being both an unchriftian and difin- 
genuous principle, to feaft ourfelves at another's 
expence. 

This is all I have to offer at prefent ; and am, 
with gf eat humility. 

Mod honoured Madam, 

Your mofl dutiful daughter.. 

L E T TE R- IX. 

Fr^m a young lady to her mammay requefting a 

favour* 
Dear Mamma, % 

rpHE many inftances yonliave given me of your 
^ afiedion leave me no room to believe that the 
favour I prefume to aik will be difpleaiing. Was 
I in the leafl doubtful of it, I hope my dear man>- 
ma has too good an opinion of my conduct to ima- 
gine I wou^ ever advance any thing that night 
give her the lead diflatisfadion. 

The holidays are nigh at hand, when all of us 

young ladies are to pay our feveral perfonal re- 

.fpeds and duties to our parents, except one; whofe 

friends (her par entA being dead) reiide at tpo great 

a difiance for her to expeA their indulgence in 

fending for her : befides, were they to do fo, the 

expence attending her journey would be placed to 

har accoxkniy and deduded out of the wall for* 

tune left her by her pareats* 
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This young lady's affability, fenfe, and good 
nature, have gained her the friendfhip and efteem 
of the whole fchool ; each of us contending to 
render her retirement (as I may judly call it) from 
her native home and friends as comfortable and 
agreeable as we poflibly can. 

How happy fbould I think myfelf above the reil 
of our young ladies, if you will give me leave to 
engage her to fpend the holidays with me at home! 
And I doubt not but her addrefs and behaviour 
. wilLattrad your efteem, among the reft of thofe 
fhe has already acquired. 

Your compliance with this requeft will greatly 
add to the happinefs I already enjoy from the re- 
peated indulgencies and favours conferred on her, 
who will always perfevere to merit ihe continu- 
ance of them. I am, with my duty to Fappa, 

Dear Mamma, 

. Your moft dutiful daughter. 

LETTER X. 

From a young gentleman to his pappa^ defiring thai 

he may learn to dance* 

Dear Pappa, 

YOUR affectionate and paternal behaviour con- 
vinces me, that you are abfolutely refolved to 
fpare no coft in any branch of education that is 
eflentially neceffary in the employment you pro- 
pofe I fhall hereafter follow : and though I am 
certain you intend that dancing fliall have its (hare 
in my ftudies, never thelefs, permit me to put you 
in mind of it, and alfo to deiire you will no longer, 
on account of the ftrength of my limbs, (which I 
am fenfible is the motive that retards me from be- 
ginning,) delay your orders to my maid^t \ 1^\ ^ 
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skm perfuaded, from an inflance I am witnefs of iit 
our fchool, of a young mafter, who is much weaker 
in his limbs than ever I was, that dancing will rz« 
ther flrengthen than weaken my joints. 

It is not my emulation for dancing a minuet 
that is the motive that induces me to be thus pref- 
fing; for I prcfume there are other things more 
neceffary belonging to this qualiHcation than that; 
fuch as to walk well ; to make a bow; bow to 
come properly into a room, and to go. out' of it ; 
bow to lalute a friend or acquaintance in the 
flrect, whether a fupcrior, equal, or inferior; and 
feveral other points of behaviour, which are more 
elTential than dancing a minuet. 

Thefe points of behaviour I often blufh to be 
ignorant of; and have feveral times been the ri* 
dicule of tbofe young chaps who are advanced in 
the knowledge of this accomplishment : and as I 
am perfuaded you would not chufe I ihould be a 
make-game to any of my fchootfellows, I doubt 
not but you will fend your imrmediate orders for 
my beginning; which favour, added to the many" 
others you have already conferred, will greatly 
oblige. 

Dear Pappa;, 

Your mod dutiful fon*. 

L E T T E R XL 

From a young lady to lerpappa^ who latiply embarf- 
e4 for the Eajt Indies^ in the Company^ s feroicey 
hut was detained at For tymouth by contrary 'winds* 

Dear Pappa,. 

T FLATTER myfelf you are too Well convinced 

'*' of my flcady adherence to my duty and affecti* 

oTif ever to imagine I will oaiit the leail opportu- 

mtjr that offers to pay you my moft bumbfe duty. 
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I beg my dear pappa may not be offended. If I 
tay^ chat it gives me a fecret fatisfaflion to hear 
you are ftill within the reach of a pod letter : and 
though I cannot have the pleafure of a paternal 
embrace, yet I rejoice in the expeAation of recei* 
ving the wifhed-for account of your health's conti- 
nuance ; which to me, my dear mamma, and bro* 
ther, is the greateft bleiling that Providence can 
poilibly beftow upon us. 

Ob ! Sir, though fliort to fome, the interval of 
time (ince I received your blefling, ere your depar* 
ture from us, to me feems an age ! And when I 
refleA how many fuch I am doomed to bear in the 
ablence of the bed of parents, I am inconfolable ! 
And if it were pofHble that nature could fubfill on 
Ileep alone^ I could with pleafure renounce every 
amufement whatever, and make the filont pillow 
my retreat* 

Oh ! may the Divine Being be your protedor 
againfl the many dangers of that boifterous elc* 
ment you are obliged to traverfe ! May he diredt 
fuch gentle and favourable breezes that may con- 
duct you to your dedined port ! May he add to 
this a happy and fuccefsful'voyage ! and, to crown 
all my wimes, grant you a fpeedy and fafe return! 
I have nothing worth notice to advife you of, 
but that we are all (God be praifed !) in the fame 
good health you left us, and are in great expeda* 
tion of the fome comfortable account in your an- 
fwer to this, from, dear Pappa, 

Ypur mod dutiful daughter. 
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^ LETTER XII. 

From a young woman^ jujl gone tofervicc^ to her 

mother at home* 

Dear Mother, 

f'T'IS a fortnight this very day that I have been 
-'' at Mr Johnfon's ; and, I thank God, 1 begin 
to fipd myfelf a little eafier than I have been : but, 
indeed, 1 have fnfFered a great deal fince I parted 
froiJi you and all the reft of our friends. At our 
fir ft coming hither, I thought every thing looked 
fo ftrange about me ; and when John got upon 
his horfe, and rode out of the yard, methought 
every thing ?ooked ftr anger and ftr anger ; fo I got 
up to the window and looked after him, till he 
turned into the London road, (for you know we 
live a quarter of a mile on the farther tide of it,) 
and thqn I fat, down and cried, and that always 
gives me fome relief. Many a time have 1 cried 
iince ; but I do my beft to dry up my tears, and to 
appear as chearful i% I can. 

Deareft mother, I return you a thoufand thanks 
for all the kind advice you were fo good as to give 
me at parting; aAd I think it over often and often* 
But yet, methinks, it would be better if I had it in 
writing ; that would be what I would value above 
all things; but I am afraid to afk for what would 
^ye you fo much trouble. So, with ray duty to 
you a.nd my father, and kind love to all friends, I 
remain ever, 

Your moft dutiful daughter. 
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LE T T E R Xin. 
Her mother* s anfiver. 

My dear Child, 

J AM very forry that you have fufFered fo much 
fmcc we parted : but it is always fo at firft, and 
will wear away in time. I have had my il|are roo^ 
but I bear it now pretty well ; and hope you will 
endeavour to follow my example in tUs, as you 
ufed to fay you loved to do in every thing. You 
mud confider, that we never (hould have parted 
with you, had it not been for your good. If you 
continue virtuous and obliging, all tne family will 
love and eftecm you. You will get new friends 
there ; and I think I can aifure you, that you will 
lofe no love here : for we all talk of you every 
evening; and every body fpeaks of you as fondly, 
or rather more fondly than ever they did. In the 
mean time, keep yourfelf employed as much as 
you can, which is xhe beft way of wearing off any 
concern. Do all the bufinefs of your place ; 
and be always ready to aflift your fellow-fervants, 
where you can, in their bufinefs. This will both 
fill up your time, and help to endrj«r you to them : 
and then you will foon have as many friends about 
you there as you ufed to have here. I don't cau- 
tion you againft fpeaking ill of any body living, 
for I know you never ufed to do it ; but if you 
hear a bad ftory of^any body, try to foften it all 
, you can ; and never tell it again, but rather let 
it flip out of your mind as foon as poflible. I am 
in great hopes that all the family are kind to you 
already, from the good charaftcr I have heard of 
them ; but I iliould be glad to fee it confirmed by 
your next, and the more, particular >f o\x ^x^ va 
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it the better. If you have any time to fpare 
from your bufincfs, I hope you will give a good 
fliare of it to your devotions ; that is an exercife 
which gives comfort and fpirits without tiring one* 
My prayers you have aaily, I might have faid 
hourly : and there is nothing that I pray for with 
more earneibiefs, than that my deareft child may 
do .well. You did not mention any thing of your 
health in your lafl ; but I had the pleafure of hear- 
ing you was well, by Mr. Cooper's young man, 
who faid he called upon you in his way from Lon- 
don, and that you looked as frefh as a rofe, and 
as bonny as a blackbird. — ^You know James's way 
of talking. However, I was glad to hear you was 
well, and defire you would not JForget to mention 
yDur health yourfelf in your next letter. Your 
father dcf^res his blefllng, and your brothers their 
kind love, to you. Heaven blefs you, my dear 
child ! and continue you to be a comfort to us all, 
and more particularly to 

Your afie&ionate mother. 

» 

LETTER XIV. 

The daughter to the mother. 

Dear Mother, 

THOUGH we begin to have fuch cold weather, 
I am got up into my chamber to write to you. 
God be thanked I am grown almofl quite eafy ; 
which is owing to my following your good advice, 
and the kindneis that is already fhown me in the 
family. Betty and I are bedfellows ; and (he, and 
Robin, and Thomas, are all fo kind to me, that I 
can fcarcely fay which is the kindefl. My mailer 
is iixty-five years of age next April; but by his 
Jooks you would hardly take him to be fifty. He 
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liM always an eafy fmiling cotintetiance, and he 
is very good to all his fervancs. When he has 
happened to pafs by me, as I have been dufting 
l»ut th6 chamMrs, or in the palTagie, he generally 
fays fom^thing to encourage me, and that makes 
fuse's work go on more pleafantly. My roittrcrs 
is as thin as my mailer is plump : not much ihcrt 
of him in age, and more apt to be a little pecviflu 
Indeed that may eafily be Dorne ; for I have never 
heard my mafter fay a fingle word of any of us 
but what was k nd and encouraging. My mader, 
they fay, is vaftly rich; for he is a prudent man, 
and laid up a great deal of money while he was in 
biifinefs, with which he purchafed his edatc here, 
and another in Sull'ex, fometime before he left o*T. 
And they have, I find, a vei y good houfe in Lo:i« 
don as well as this here ; but my uialler and mJ** 
trefs both love the country befl, and io they fome- 
times (lay here for a whole winter, and all ilie 
fuimncr conftantly ; of which I nm very glad, be- 
caufe I am fo much the liearer you : and I have 
heard fo much of ihe wickcdnefs of London, that 
I don't at all delire to gi) there. As to my fcUow- 
fervanis, it is thi.ught that Berty (who is very 
good natured, and as lucrry as the day is long) is » 
to be married to the jo\ial hnjdlord over the way; 
and to fay the truth, l am a})i to believe that they 
art a<^oally promifed to one another Our coach- 
man, Thomas, feems to be a very good worthy 
man.; you may fee by his eyes, that it dees his 
heart good whenever he can do a kind thing for 
any of the neighbours. He was born in the parifh, 
and his father has a s^ood farm of his own in it, 
and rents another. Rob.n, .the footman, is good* 
natured too ; he is always merry, and loves to 
laugh as much as he loves to eat, and I'm fure he 
'has a good, rtonvach. But 1 need not talk of that, 
for now mine is come again ; I cat aVmo&;)l^\^!t^^v^I 

D 
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as he docs. With fuch fell ow-fer van ts, and fuch 
a mafter, I think it would be my own fault if I 
ap not happy. Well in health I aflurc you I am, 
and begin to be pretty well in fpirits; only my 
heart will heave a little ftill every time I look to- 
wards the road that goes to your houfe. Heavea 
blefs you all there ! and make me a deferving 
daughter of fo good a mother I . 



LETTER XV. 
The mother s anjhver and advice. 

Dear Child, 

THE next piece of advice that I gave you was, 
"To think often how much a life of virtue 
" is to be preferred to a life of pleafurc ; and how 
** much better and more lalling, a good name is 
/' than beauty.*' 

If we call things by their right names, there is 
nothing that defer ves the name of pleafure fo tru- 
ly as virtue : but none%iu{l talk as people are 
ufed to talk ; and I think, by a life of pleafurc^ 
they generally mean a life of gaiety. 

Now, our gaieties, God knows, are at beft very 
trifling, always unfatisfadtory, often attended with 
difBcultles in the procuring them, and fatigue ia 

- the very enjoyment, and too often followed by 
regret and feif-condemnation. What they pall a 
life of pleafure among the great muft be a very la- 
borious life: they fpend the greatefl part of the 
night in balls and aflemblies, and fling away the 
greateft part of their days in deep: their life is 
too much oppofed to nature to be capable of hap- 
pmefs : 'tis all a hurry of viiits, twenty or thirty 
perhaps in a day, to perfons of whom there are 

jioc Mbove two or three that they have any real 
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ft-iendfhip or cflccm for, (fuppofing them to be 
capable of either;) a perpetual feeking after what 
they call diveriions; an infipidity, and want d 
tafte, when they are engaged in them, and a cer- 
tain langui filing and reflleiTners when they are 
without them. This is not living, but a conflnnc 
endeavour to cheat themfelves out of the little time 
they have to live ; for they generally inherit a bad 
conUitution, make it worfe by their abfurd way 
of life, and deliver a ftill weaker and weaker thread 
down to their children. I don't know any one 
thing more ridiculous than the feeing their wrink- 
led fallow faces all fet off with diamonds. Poor 
miftaken gentlewomen 1 they fhould endeavour to 
avoid people's eyes as much as poflible, and not 
to attradt them ; for they are really a quite deplo- 
rable (ight, and their very faces are a f landing lei- 
fon againd the flrange lives they lead. 

People in a lower life, it is true, do not z&, fa 
ridiculoufly as thofe in a higher ; but even among 
them too, there is a vafl difiperence between the 
people that live well and the people that live ill: 
the former are more healthy, in better fpirits, fit- 
ter for buiinefs, and more attentive to it ; the lat- 
ter are more negligent, more uneafy, more con- 
temptible, and more difeafed. 

In truth, either in high or low life, virtue is 
only another name for happinefs, and debauchery 
is toe hi^ road to roifery ; and this, to me, ap- 
pears juit as true and evident as that moderation 
IS always good for us, and excefs always hurtful. 

But is it not a charming thing to have youth and 

beauty, to be folio wed and admired, to have 

prefents offered from all fides to one,- to be in- 
vited to all diveriions, and to be diftinguiflied by 
the men from all the reft of the comj)any !■■ 
Yes, my dear child. All this would be cli/irniing, 
if we had nothing to do but to dance, and vcc^'vn^ 

D 2 
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prefeBts, and if %\ns dxRhy&ion of you was to Ia(t 
always. Qui the oiifchief of it. is, that thefe things 
cannot be fpjoyed without increafmg your vanity 
every time you enjoy them, aud fw tilling up a paf- 
lion in you chat oiuCt fgon be balked and di&p^- 
pointed. Hqw Jong is this bea.uty to laft ? There 
are but few faces that can keep it to the other iide 
qi five-and-twenty 5 and haw wQuld you bear it^ 
after having been ufed to be thus diilinguifbed and 
;s|diQired for fome time, to fmk out of the opticc 
of people, and to be ncgledcd, s^nd perhsips, af- 
fjontr;!, by the very perU)ns who ufcd to pay the 
j^reatell adoration to you ? 

Do you remember the gejitleman that was with 
us kift iiituBjn, and his prefcnting you with that 
pretty flower one day> on his coming out of the 
garden ? ^1 don't know whether you underftood 
him. or not ; but I could read it in his looks, that 
h2 meant it for a leffon to you. It is true, the 
flower was quite a pretty one? but tliough you 
put it in water, you know it faded, and grew difr 
agreeable, in four or fived-ys ; and had it not been 
crcpped, but fuffcred to grow ou in the garden, it 
would have done the fame in nine or ten. Now, 
a year is to beauty what a day was to that flower | 
and who would value thcmfelves much on the pof* 
fcflion of a thing which they are lure to loie m fo 
fhort a time? 

Nine or ten years are what one may call the 
iiarnral term of life for beauty in a young woman; 
but by accidents, or mifbebaviour, it may die long. 
b|i?fQre its time. Tte greater part of what peo{>le 
call beauty in your face, for inftance, is owing to 
that air of innocence and modcfty that is in it ; if 
once you fliould fufFer yourfelf to be ruined by 
any b.ife man, all that would foon vanifli, and af- 
i'uiance and uglinefs would come in the rocm of it. 

Au.d if other bad confequence^ ihouid follow, 
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(for other bad ones there are, of more forts than 
one,) you would lofe your bloom too, and then all 
is gone I but keep your reputation as you have 
hitherto kept it, and that will be a beauty which 
will lafl to the end of your days ; for it will be 
only the more confirmed and brightened by time ; 
that will fecure you efteem when all the prefenc 
form of your face is vanifhed away, and will be 
always mellowing into greater and greater charms* 
There my fentiments you'll take as a blelflng, and 
remember, they come from the heart of a tender 
and aifedionate mother. E. C» 

LETTER XVI. 

AforCs letter^ atfchooly to his father* 

Honoured Sir, 

T AM greatly obliged to you for all your favours? 
•*• all I have to hope is, that the progrefs I make 
in my learning will be no difagreeable return for 
the lame. Gratitude, duty, and a view of future 
advantages, all contribute to make me thoroughly 
fenlible now much I ought to labour for my own 
improvement and your fatisfadion, and to fhow 
myfelf upon all occalions. 

Your raoft obedient and ever dutiful fon, 

Robert Mojleswortb* 

LETTER XVIL 

A letter of excufe to a father or mother. 

Honpured Sir, or, Madam, 

T AM informed, and it gives me great concern, 
-'- that you have beard an ill report of me^ which 

03 
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I fuppofe was raffed Wy fomc of my fchool-fcllow^, 
who citbcr envy my eftecra, or, by aggravatinj? 
my faults, would endeavour to lelTen their own? 
though I mnft own I have been a little too remrfs 
in my fchool bufinefs, and am now fenfftle 1 have 
loft in fome mcafure my time and credit thereby j 
but^ by my future diligence, I hope to recover 
both, and to convince you that I pay a ftrift re^ 
gard to all your commarida, which I atii bound to^ 
as well in gratitude a§ duty : and hope 1 ftiall ever 
have leave, and with great truth, to fubfcribe my- 

feif,.- 

Your moft dutiful fon 

PjlILPP CoLLINGSh. 

• I 

/ 

LETTER XVIIL 

To Mr. 

Ttinbrid^ 

I THINK I {WtMnifed you a letter from this placer 
yet I have nothing more material to wri.e than 
that I got fafe hither. To any other man I (bouid 
viake an apology for troubling you with an infor*' 
mation fo trivial ; but among true friends there is^ 
nothing indifferent ; and what wo«ld feem of no 
cpnfequence to others, has, in intercourfei of this 
nature, its weight and value. A byftanden un- 
acquainted with play, may fancy, perhaps, that'* 
the counters arc of no more worth than they ap* 
pear ; but thofe who are engaged in the game know 
they are to be confidercd at a higher ra:e. l"ou 
feel diaw my alluiions from the fccne before me; 
a propriety which the critics, i think, upoif foinc 
occalions, recommend 1 have often wondered 
what odd wbim^ c^uld firft induce the healthy to 
follow the iick into places of this fort, and lay the 
fcene of their diverfloas atuidll the moft wretched 
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part of our fpecies. One fliould imagine an bofpi* 
tal the lad fpot in tbc world to whica thofe in pur- 
fuit of pleafvre would think of reforting. How- 
tver, (o it is ; and, by this means, tbc company 
here furnilh out a tragi-comcdy of the moft fingu* 
lar kind. . While fome are literally dying, others 
are expiring in. metaphor; and in one Icene you 
are prefented with the real, and in another with 
the fantaftical, pains of mankind. An ignorant 
fpcAator might be apt to fu(pect that each part 
was endeavouring to qualify itlelf for aAing in the 

- oppofite character : for the infirm cannot labour 
more earncftly to recover the ftrength they have 
loft than the robuft to deltroy that which they 
po0ei^. Thus the difeafed pafs not more anxious 
nights in their beds than the healthy at the hazard 
tabits; and 1 frequently fee a game at quadrille 
occafion as feverc difquictudes as a fit of the gout. 
As for myfelf, I peiform a fort of middle part in 
this motley drama, and am fometimes difpofed to 
join with the invsliJs in envying the heahhy, and 

^ fometimes have fpirits enoiigb to mix with the gay 
ia pitying the fplenctic. 

The truth is, I have found fome benefit by the 
waters; but I fliall not be fo fanguine as to pro* 
nounce with certainty of their cfFeds till I fee how 
they enable me to pafs through the approaching 
winter. I'hat feafon, you know, is the time of 
trial with m;: ; and if I get over the next with 
more eafe than the lad, I fhall think myfelf obli« 
ged to celebrate the nymph of thefe ij^rings in 
grateful fonnets. 

•But let time and feafons operate as they may, 
there is one pirt of me over which they will have 
so power ; and in A] the changes of this uncertain 
contlitution my heart will ever continue fixed an(l 
firmly your's. 

I am, &c« 
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LETTER XIX. 

From a young apprentice to his father^ to let him 
know how be likes his place ^ and goes on* 

Honoured Sir, 

T KNOW it will be a great fatisfadion to you, 
•*• and ray dear mother, to hear that I go on very 
happily in my bufinefs ; and my matter, feeing my 
diligence, puts me forward, and encourages me 
in (uch a manner, that I have great delight in it : 
and hope I fhall ahfwer, in time, your good wifhes 
and expeAations, and the indulgence you have al* 
ways {howi\ me. There is fuch good order in the 
family, as well on my miftrefs's part as my maf^ 
ter*s, that every fervant as well as I, knows his 
duty, and does it with pleafure. So much even- 
nefs, fedatenefs, and regularity, is obferved in alt 
they enjoin or expeft, that it is impolfible but it 
(hould be fo.^ my mafler is an honed, worthy 
man ; every body fpeaks well of him. My miftrefs 
is a cheerful, fweet- tempered woman, and rather 
heals breaches than widens chem« And the chil* 
dien, after fuch examples, behave to us all like 
one's own brothers and fiflers. Who can but love 
fuch a family ? 1 wilb, when it lljall plcafe God to 
put me in loch a (lation, that I may carry rayfelf 
jufl-as my mafler does ; and if I (hould ever mar- 
ry, havejuftfuch a wife as my miftrefs: and then, 
by God*s blelling, I (hall be "happy as they are, 
and as you, bir, andiny dear mother, have always 
been If any thing can make me happier than I 
am, or continue me my prefent felicity, it will be 
the continuance of your's, and my good mother's 
prayers for^ Honoured ^ir. 

Your ever dutiful foiu 
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L E T T E R XX. 

From a daughter to her mother^ by "ojay of excufe^ 
for having neglcilcd to write to her. 

Honoured Madam, 

"nnHOUGH the attreeablc news of your health 
■■• and welfare, which wa* brought me la it ni^hc 
by the haod^ of my uncle's man Kobin, gives nie 
il^expreflible pleafure ; yet I am very much con- 
Qcrned that my too long lilence ihould have given 
you fo much uiieafmefs as I underdand it has. I 
can aiTure you, Madam, that my negle^ in that 
particular was no ways owing to any want of fili- 
al duty qr refpeft, bu^ to a hurry of- bufmefs, (\f 
I may be allowed to call it fo,) occafioned by tne 
honour of a vilit from my Lac(y Betty Brilliant^ 
a^d her pretty nieee Mifs Charlotte, who are ex* 
cee4ing good coippany, and whom our family are 

P:Qud ofent^rtaining in the moil elegant manner* 
am QOt vmfendble, however, that peither this 
plea, nor any real buGnefs, of what importance 
fpever, can juftly acquit me for not writing of* 
tcner to a parent fo tender and indulgent as your- 
f^if ; byt, as the cafe now {lands, I Vnow no other 
-way of making atc^nement than by a fmcere pro- 
n^ife of a more (\nd: obiervance of my duty for 
the future.* If therefore, Madajga, you will favour 
TQC fo far as to forgive this firft tranfgreirion, you 
m,ay depend on my ^ord it fiiall never isxort bo 
repeated by. 

Honoured Madani, 

Your dutiful daughter. 
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LETTER XXI. 

From Robin Redbreaft in the garden to Mafter 
Billy Careless abroad at fchooL 

Dear Mafter Billy, 

A S I was looking into your pappa's library win- 
^^ dow, laft Wedixefday, I faw a letter lye op- 
en, figned Billy Carelefs, which led my curiofity 
to read it : but was forry to find there was not 
that duty and refpeft in it which every good boy 
fhould fhow to his pappa ; and this I was the more 
furprifed at, when I lound it was to afk a favour 
of him. Give me leave, therefore, my dear Billy, 
to acquaint you, that no one fhould ever write to 
his pappa, or mamma, without beginning his letter 
witn Honoured Sir^ or Honoured Madam : and, ai 
the fame time, not forget to obfcrve, through his 
whole epiftle, the moft perfcft obedience, in a very 
obliging, refpedful manner. By thefe means, you 
may not only increafe your pappa's affedlion, but 
obtain almoft: any thing from nim that you can 
rtafonably alk, provided it be proper, and in his 
power to grant. What can any good boy dedre 
more ? But here, you muft permit me, dear Billy, 
to whittle an unpleadng but very ufeftil fong in ' 
your ear ; which is, ** That you will never get 
** fo much as an anfwer to any letter that is not 
**^ alfo wrote handfome^ f^'^^y ^^d large ; which, 
** as I know you are very capable of, am furpri- 
** fed you will ever negled: it.*' And this you 
may depend upon, for I know your pappa ex^eme- 
ly well, having frequently fat for hours at his 
Ihidy wmdow hearing him deliver his fentiments 
to your lifters, and advifmg them, in the moft 
good-natured, affedlionate manner, always to be- 
have obedient to their parents, «nd pretty and 
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agreeable to every body elfe, as we]] abroad as at 
home; and, I muft fay it, his advice and com- 
Biands, together with your manima's care and in- 
ftnidlibn, have had fo charming an cfTed, that 
they are beldved and admired whern^er they go ; 
and at home every fervant is extremely fond uf 
them, and always ready to oblige and pleafe them 
in every thing, which I fee daily, when I hop 
down into the court to breal^fafl on the crumbs 
from the kitchen. How eafy then is it for you, 
my dear Billy, who are fo much wifer and older 
than your fifters, to behave and write in the mod 
dutiful and engaging manner ! And, further, let 
me advife you never to lofe light of the love and 
efteem of your mamma, to whom you are particu* 
larly obliged for her conftant care to fupply your 
continual wants, which your pappa, you are fen- 
fible, has not leifure even to think of; befides her 
good fenfe and amiable condud have fo gained the 
afcendant of your pappa, that he does nothing re- 
lating to any of you without her cpnfent and ap- 
probation ; fo that, in gaining her efleem, you 
are almoft certain of his : but this you are very 
fenfible of already, and I only juft chirp it in your 
ear, to remind you of good conduct as well as fi- 
lial duty. 

But the morning draws on, and my fellowfong- 
fters are abroad to whiftle in the day : fo I mud 
take my leave on the wing, and, for the prefent, 
bid you farewell : but beg I may never have occa- 
fion again to write to you an unpleaiing letter of 
rebuke ; and that you will always remember, how* 
ever diftant you are, or however fecret you may 
think yeurfelf from your friends and relations, 
you will never be able to conceal your faults ; for 
(bme of our prying tattling tribe will be continu* 
ally carrying them home, to be whidled, in a me- 
lancholy (Irain^ in the ears of your ^^^^> \avxOcw 
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to yoMr (hzvnt and difcrediti as well as his diilike 
and roy great concern, who an), dear eft Billy, your 
ever watchful and moil affectionate friend, 

Robin Hedbrbast* 
Prom my hole in the wall, 
at fun-riiing^ the iH; of 
June, 1775. 

P. 5. However negle&ful you may be of your 
duty, I know you have too much good fenfe, as 
well as good nature> to take any thing amifs that 
I have faid in this letter, which is wrote with the 
freedom and concern of a friend, and to which t 
was prompted, both by love and gratitude, in re- 
turn for the plenty of crumbs I have received at 
your hands, and the kind protection you have al- 
ways ihown me, both in the court and in the gar^^. 
den, from fome of your idle companions, who, 
with (licks and flones, have ofcen^ in your ab« 
Xence^ aimed at my lire* 

RoBiM Redbreast. 

L E T-T E R XXII. 

m 

V^^. From one fijler to another. 
Dear Sifter, 



'PVER lince you went to London, your favour- 
■^ ite acquaintance Mrs. Friendly and myfelf 
have thought our rural amafements dull and infi- 
pid, notwithftanding we have the players in town, 
and an aflembly once a-week. Ac your departure, 
if you remember, you pafled your word to return 
in a month's time; but, inftead of that, it is now 
almoft a quarter of a year. How can you ferve 
us fo f In (hort, if you keep us in fufpence much 
longer^ >ve are determined to follow you, and find 
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you out, let the cxpenceand length of the joiirrey 
be what it will. We live in hopes, however, that 
upon the receipt of th.s notice, youMl return with- 
out any farther delay, and prevent our taking fuch 
an unmerciful jaunt. Your compliance with this 
joint rcqueit will highly oblige, not only your 
moil iincere and affectionate friends, but 

Your ever loving filter. 

LETTER XXIIL 
In artjwcr to the foregoing. 

Dear Sifter, 

T RtCElVED your fumraons, and can affbre 
•*• Mrs. Friendly, as well as yourfelf, that my 
long ftay in town, notwithlhnding all the good 
company I have met with, and all the diverlions 
with which 1 have been indulged, has been quite 
contrary to my inclinations ; and nothing but my 
I^ady Townly's abiblutc commands not to Icavcf 
her fliould have prevented my return to you with- 
in the rme piopofed. You arc feniible I have in- 
finite obligations to her, and it would be ingrati- 
tude to the laft degree not to comply with her in- 
Jundions. In order, however, to make you boihl 
ample amends for that uneafinefs which my long 
abience has given you, 1 fliall ufe my utmofl en- 
deavour to prevail with her Ladyfhip to join with 
me in a vilit to you both in the fpring, and to fta/ 
with yofu for a month at leafl, if not Ivmger. I 
■would advife you, therefore, to favc an unntcef- 
fary expencc, as well as fatigue, and reft content- 
ed where you are, till you fee 

Your ever loving, 

and affectionate fifier. 
E 
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LETTER XXIV. 

From Lady Goodford to her daughter^ a girl of 
fourteen years old^ then under the care of her 
grandmother in the country. 

My dear Child, 

npHOUGH I know you want no precepts under 
•*• my mothcr*s care to inftrud you in all moral 
and religious duties, yet there are fomc things fhc 
it»ay poffibly forget to remind you of, which arc 
highly neceflary for the forming your mirid, fo as 
to make that figure in the world I could wifh you 
tx) do.— I am certain, you will be kept up to 
your mufic, finging, and dancing, by the beft ma- 
ilers the country affords ; and need not doubt but 
you will very often be told, that good houfewifery 

is a moft ccmmendable quality. 1 would have 

you, indeed, negleft none of thcfe branches of edu- 
cation; but, my dear, 1 ihould be grieved to hear 
you were fo ranch attached to them as not to be 
able to devote two hours, at lead, every day to 
reading. My father If ft acolled'on of very ex- 
cellent books in all languages behind him, which 
are yet Jn being ; and as yon are tolerably well 
acquainted with the French and Italian, would 
have you not be altogether a ftranger to their 
authors Pioetry, if it be good, (as in that library 
you will find none that is not fo,) very much ele- 
vates the ideas, and harmonizes the foul ; and well- 
wrote novels are an amufemrnt in which fome- 
times you may indulge yourlelf. But hiftory is 
what I would chiefly recommend; — without fome 
knowledge of this you will be accounted at beft 

but an agreeable trifler. 1 would have you 

^ajf^ lively^ and entertaining ; but then I would 
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have you able to improve as well as to divert the 
company you may happen to fall into. 

But, my dear child, 1 mud warn you to beware 
with what difpofition you lit down to read books 
of this nature ; for ii you flightly ikim them over, 
and merely to gratify your cunofity wirh the ama- 
zing events delivered in them, the refearch will 
afford you little advantage.— -You mud, there- 
fore, conlider what you read; — mark well the chain 
of accidents which bring on any great cataflrophe^ 
and this will ihow yott that nothing happens by 
Chance, but all is entirely governed by the direc- 
tions of an over-ruling Power. — In diltinguifh- 
ing the true caufes of the rife and fall of empires, 
and thofe flrange revolutions that have happened 
in mofl kingdoms of the world, you will admire 
divine Juftice, and be far from accufing Providence 
of partiality, when you find, as frequently you 
will, the good dethroned, all rights, both human 
and divine, facrilegioufly trampled upon, a mock 
authority eflablifhed in the place of a real one, 
and lawle& ufurpation profper ; becaufe, at the 
fame' time, you will fee that this does not happen, 
till a people, grown bold in Iniquity, and ripe for 
deftrudion, have drawn down upon themfelves the 
feverelt vengeance of offended Heaven, which is 
tyranny and oppreffionj and though innocent in- 
dividuals may fuffer in the general calamity, yet 
it is for the good of the whole, in order to bring 
them to a juft fenfe of their tranfgreirions, and 

turn them from their evil ways* This the hi- 

lloncal part of the Bible makes manifeft in num- 
berlefs inftances ; and this the calamities which, at 
different times, have befallen every kingdom and 
commonwealth, evidently confirm. 

1 am the more particular in giving you thefe 
cautions, becaufe, without obferving them, yuii 
may be liable to imbibe prejudices wlilcU nn\\V \>^x* 

E 2 
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vert your judgment, and render you guilty of in- 
judice, without knowing you arc fo. As you re^ 
gard, therefore, my commands, which will always 
be for your improvement and emolument, never 
be remifs in this point. 

Next to hiilory, I ihould be glad to fee you have' 
fomc fmattering in natural philofophy ; for which 
purpofe let me recommend to your perufal a work 
entitled, Spd^ach de la nature : or, Nature deline- 
^ted^ fr%m the French of Abbe le Pluche ; being very 
entertaining philofophical converfations, wherein 
the wonderful works of Providence, in the ani- 
raal, vegetable, and mineral creation are lajd 
open, in font* pocket volumes ; in which are intcr- 
fperfed a great variety of uiefiil and explanatory 

cuts. liehevc me, child, the wide creatioH prc- 

fents nothing that affords not infinite matter for 
delightful fpecula'ion; and the more you examine 
the works of Nature, the more you will lesirn to 
Icve and adore the great Cod of nature, the fouar 
t ai n of a U p I ca fu r e. 

I expe^ your pext will he filled with no inqui* 
rics oo aew falhiom, nor any dire^ions to your 
Bii).iiii.er ; nor ihall 1 be better fat>sfied with ao ac<» 
count of your having begun, or finifhcd, fuch or 
luch a piece of fine work : — this may inform yow i 
that it is other ^ kinds of learning I would oavd 

you verfed in. 1 flatter myfelf with feeing my 

commands obeyed, and that no pare of what I 
have faid will be lofl upon you, which a little 
more time and knowledge of the world will ihow 
you the value of, and prove to you, more than 
any indulgence I could treat you with, how very 
. much I am 

Your affeftionate mother, 

SQPaROJfiA« 
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LETTER XXV. 

To a young lady ^ cautioning her againft keeping con^ 
fany with a gentleman of a bad character. 

Dear Niece, 

THE fincere love and afFeAion which I now have 
for your indulgent father, and ever bad for 
your virtuous mother, not long (ince dcceafed, to- 
gether with the tender regard I have for your fu- 
ture happinefs and welfare, have prevailed on me 
to inform you, rather by letter than by word of 
mouth, that the town rings of your unguarded 
conduct, and the too great freedoms you take with 
Mr. Freelove. You have been feen with bini (if 
Fame lies not) in the fideboxes at both theatres; 
in St. James's rark on Sunday night ; and after* 
wards at a certain tavern not a mile from thence, 
which is a houfe (as I have been credibly inform- 
ed) of no good repute. You have both, more- 
over, been feen at Ranelagh aflembly, Vauxhall 
gcfrdens, and what is ftill more flagrant, at Cupcr's 
fireworks. Don't imagine, niece, that I am in 
the lead prejudifed, or fpeak out of any private 
pique ; but let me tell you, your familiarity with 
him gives me no fmall concern, as his chara(.^er is 
none of the bed ; and as he has acled in the mofl; 
ungenerous manner by two or three very virtu- 
ous, young hdies of my acquaintance, who enter- 
tained too favourable an opinion of his honour. 
^is poffible, as you have no great expectancies 
from your relations, and he has an income, as it 
is reported, of 200 1. a-year left him by his uncle, 
that you may be tempted to imagine his addrefs an 
offer to your advantage. It is much to be quef- 
tioned, however, whether his intentions are fin- 
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cerej for, notwithnanding all the fair promifct he 
may pdlibly make you, 1 have heard it 'whiipered, 
that he is privately engaged to a rich, old doating 
Igdy, not far from Hackney. Befides^ admitting 
It to be true, that he is really entitled to the an- 
nuity above-mentioned, yet it^is too well known 
that he is deep in debt ; that ne lives beyond his 
income, and has very little, if any, regard for his 
reputation. In fhort, not to mince the matter^ he 
h a perfe<^ libertine, and. is. ever boading of fi- 
Vour.s from our weak frx, whofe fondnefs and 
frailty are the conflant toprcs of his raillery and 
ridicule. 

All this, therefore, duly confidercd, let rae pirc- 
yail on you, dear niece, to avoid his company as 
you would a madman ; for, notwithftandlng I ilill 
think you ftridly virtuous, yet your good nanie 
may be irreparably loft by fuch open a£ls of im* 
prudence. As I have no other motive but an un^- 
aSeded zeal for your intereft and welfare, I flat* 
ler myfelf you will put a favourable conftruftion 
on the liberty here taken by 

YoUX flncere friend, and aifedionate aunt« 

E E T T E R XXVI. 
A letter of thanks, &c» 

SIR, 

I RECEIVED the favour of your's with a very 
kind prefent ; and I know not, indeed, at this 
time, any other way to fliow my gratitude, than 
by my hearty thanks for the fame. Every thing 
you do carries a charm with it; your manner of 
doing it is as agreeable as the thing done. In 
lliort^ Sir, my heart is full, and would overflow 
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with gratitude, did I not Aop, and fubfcribe ray- 
felf, 

Your rood obliged, and 

Obedient bumble fervant, 

John MTaomaw. 

LETTER XXVIL 
From an apprentice to his^ parents. 

Honoured Father and Mother, 

T> Y rhefe I let you know, that by your good care 
•*-^ and condud, I am well fettled, and pleafed 
with my (lation, and think it my duty to return 
you my hearty thanks, and grateful acknowledg- 
ment of your love and tender care of me; I will 
endeavour to go through my bufinefs chearfully. 
And, having begun well, 1 hope I fliall perfevere 
to do fo to the end, that I may be a comfort to 
you hereafter, and, in foroe meafure, make a re- 
turn for your love and kindnefs to me, who am, 
Your mod dutiful, and * 

Obedient fon and fervant, 

CflAKLES SeDGELY. 

LETTER XXVIII. 

From an elder brgther to a younger. 

Hear Brother, 

^ A S you are now gone from home, and are ar- 
-T.*^ rived at years of fome difcretion, I thought 
it not amifs to put you in mind that your childiik;, 
affairs ought now to be entirely laid afide, and Jf ^ 
(lead of them more ferious thoughts, and thify 
of more oonfequence, ifaould take i^\a.ct \ ^ 
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we may add to the reputation of our fanuly, and 
gain to ourfelves the good efteem of being virtu- 
ous and diligent in life, which is of. great valuep 
and ought to be ftudied beyond any trifling araufe* 
raents whatfoever : for it will be an ornament in 
youth, and a comfort in old age. 

You have too much good nature to be offended 
at my advice, efpecially when I ^flure you, that I 
as fmcerely wifli your happinefs and advancement 
hi life as I do my own. We are all, thank God, 
very well, and defire to be remembered to you. 
Pray, write as often as opportunity and leifurc 
will permit ; and be aflured a letter from you will 
always give great pleafure to all your friends here,^ 
but to none more than -* 

Your mod afFeclionate brother, 

and fincere humble fervant, 

Edward Stanleys 

L E T T, E R XXIX. 

jI letter from a nephew to an uncle ^ who wrote tM^ 

him a letter of rebuke. 

Honoured Sir, 

T RECEIVED your kind advice, and,' by the 
•*• contents of your letter, perceive I have been 
reprefcnted to you as one of immoral principles. 
I dare not write you any excufe for the foUies- 
and frailties of youth, becaufe, in fome meafure, 
I own I have been guilty of them, but not to that 
degree which you have had them reprefented : 
however, your rebuke is not unfeafonaole, and it ^ 
ftall have the defircd efFedli, as well to fruflrate 
the defigns of my enemies, (who aim to prejudifc 
you againft me,) as to pleafe you, and obey all 
j^ur commands and advice^ which I now (incerely 
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thank you for giving me; and promife, for the 
future, I will make it my ftudy to reform and re- 
gain, by adhering flriftly to your inftrudions, the 
^ood opinion you was once To kind to entertain of 
file, i beg my duty to my aunt, and am. 

Your moft obliged and ever dutiful nephew, 

HeNKT MoNTAGUf. 

LETTER XXX. 

Letterfrom a niece to her aunt. 

Madam, 

'T'HE trouble I have already given you really 
-•*■ concerns me when I think of it; and yet I 
cannot help intruding again upon your goodnefs ; 
for necellity, that mother of invention, forces ua 
to ad: contrary to our inclinations : therefore,. 
' P^*y» ^^^^ Madam, excufe me if I once more in- 
treat your afTif^ance in this afiPair, in any manner 
that, you (hall think proper ; and I hope, at leaft 
one time in my life, to be able to convince you, 
that I have a ihorough fenfe of the many obliga- 
tions your goodnefs has conferred upon 

Your moft dutiful and truly obiiped niece^ 
And very bumble fervant, 

Jane Pembcrtow* 

LETTER XXXI, 

Letter from a youth atfchool to his parents. 

Honoured Father and Mother, 

YOUK kind letter of the 24th inft. I received 

•■• in due time, and foon after the things you 

therein mentioned, by the carrier, for NvhvoUix^- 
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turn you my fincere thanks. They came very op- 
portunely for my occafions. • I hope ibon to ira- 
{»rove myfelf at fchool, though, I own, it feeros t 
ittle bard and irkfome to me as yet ; but mymaf- 
ter gives me great encouragement, and afluf es tne 
I ihali foon get the better of the little difficulties 
thai: almoft every boy meets with at firft, and then 
it vvili be a perfect pleafur^ inftead of a talk, and 
altogether as pleafant and eaiy as it is now irk- 
fome and hard. 

My humble duty to yourfelves; and I beg the 
favour of you to give my kind love to my brother^ 
and iiders, and i emember me to all friends and 
acquaintance ; and you will oblige 

Your ever dutiful and obedient fon, 

Charles Goodenough* 

^ LETTER XXXIL 

Letter from an apprentice in town to his parents i> 

the country. 

Honoured Father and Mother, 

THE bearer, Henry Jones, came to fee me lad 
night, and told me he fbould fet out for home 
the next morning. I was not willing to let flip 
the opportunity of fending, you a letter by him, to 
let you know that I am very well, and like both 
my mafter and miftrefs, and, by what I can fee of 
it, the bufmefs entirely well ; and do intend (pleafe 
God) to ufe my utmofl endeavours to make myfelf 
niafler of every thing that belongs to it ; in which 
I fliall have treble fatisfac^lion ; firll, in pleafingmy 
mafter ; fecondly, in pleafmg my friends ; and, 
thirdly, in benefiting myfelf. I have but little 
leifurei nor do I want a great deal ; but will take 
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every opportunity to let you know how I go on ; 
and that I am, with great gratitude, 

Your ever dutiful and moft obedient Ton. 

T.R. 

L E T T E' R XXXIII. 

I 

From Mi/s R. at 5. to berfiftcr.'tn Salijhury, 

T HAVE often, jl may fay very often, propofed 
* writing a long epiftle to my dearefl Sutcy, and 
have as often been preventoi. Mifs P. was to 
have been the bearer of one; but, to my great 
furprife, fhe left me without taking leave, nay, 
without giving notice of her going, and I never 
fo much as faw her fince yefterday fe ennight, when 
I very agreeably fpent the day with her and Mrs, 
H — ^ at Mr. W — *s, at M — . My uncle, whom 
I alfo intended to have wrote by, went away, (as 
you know he always does) io fuch a hurry, that 
) had no time to fet about writing a long letter, 
and a fbort one I knew would by no means atone 
for fuch a long filence. You complain in my la(l 
of my writing with too muchreferve ; for my own 

Sart, I think I write with too little, when I re- 
ed on foroe particulars that my uncle rallied up- 
on befolre he went hence; which he never could 
have known, bad he not feen my letters, ur been 
acquainted with the contents of them. What fay 
you to that, my dear? But I forgive. — Well, but 
what news.** fay you: i'll tell you Lart Mon- 
day morning, a very agreeable party, among whom 
was Aunt R , met us at a fweet plea fan t cot- 
tage of content on WeOphalia Common ; rhey 
brought with them a little elegani repaft, exadly 
fuited to the lize of the cottage, which, houg^h but 
juft big enough for us to fit down in, was capable 
of holding a world of happineis, a^ v^e ^xqn^^S 
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for the weatbef was cxtrotiiclfy pleafant, the com- 
pany perfeftly harmoniatis, and we' were all ex* 
ceflively agreeable to each other; but, in an in- 
fiant, for fuch a day of pleafure feeaied but a mo- 
ment, the ftill evening cgme on, and all our joys 
were hufhed. In (hort, about eight o'clock we 
broke up from this fwect little rural retreat, which, 
believe me, dear Sukey, ailbrded high entertain- 
ment for a day to us all. I wifhed greatly that 
you could, have been a partaker ; but, however, 
at your return we will attempt the like again. By 
the help of your company it is poffible we may 
fiicceed as well a fecond time ; though that, I inxiil 
own, an expectation of this fort is feldom the cafe. 
"Well, for the prefent, I will take my Icave.of the 
cot ; and now for the news of the town. 1 he 
fir ft that occurs to me is the marriage of our old 
miftrcfs, who thought it better late than never, 
and lad Friday fhook hands for life with Mr. S. the 
draper. He is a littl^ advanced as well as (he, but 
no matter ; why may there not be pleafure at tha 
latter time of life as well as at the be^nning ^ 
though, for ray own part, I mufl confcfs, I amr 
not for putting happinefs off till to-morrow, if it 
may as well be had to-day. 

But, to be ferious, my dear, there is no other 
news all over the town worth mentioning; 'tis all 
as infipid as the lafl diih of old bachelors' tea! But 
when are we to fee you ? You have long, very 
long,'talked of returning home ; pray talk no more 
of it, nay write no more, but inrtead of your a- 
greeable letters, let us have your more agreeable. 
coQipany, and you'll molt truly oblige 

Your affedionate lifter, E^ B. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

From an elder brother in the country to his younger 
brother^ fu^ aff rent ice in London^ 

Dear Brother, 

JAM very glad to bear yoo are pleafed with the 
new'iituation into which the care of your iVicnds 
has put you ; but I would have you pleafed, noc 
with tiie novelty of it, but with the real advan- 
tage* It is natural for you to be glad that you 
are under lefs reilraint than you were i for a ma- 
iler has neither bccafion nor inclinatioo to watch 
:a youth fo much as his parents. But if you are 
not carefdl, this, although it now gives you a 
childiih fatisiaSion, may, in the end, betray you 
into mifchief ; nay, ta your ruin. Though your 
father is not in fight, dear brother, a£l always as 
if yt)U . were in. his prcfeuce ; and be afTured, that " 
what would not offend him will never difpleal'e any 
body. 

You have more fenfc, I have often told you fo, 
than moil perfons at your time. Now is the op« 
portunity to make a good ufe of it; and take it 
tVr cfrtain, every right (lep you enter upon now 
will be g comfort to you for your life. I would 
have your reafon as well as your fancy pleafed 
with your new (ituation, and then you will ad as 
becomes you. Conljder, brother, that the (hte 
of Ufe that charms you fo at this time will bring 
you to independence and affluence; that yon will, 
by behavirg as you ought now, become niafter of 
a houfe and family, and have every thing about 
you at your own commajid, and have apprentices 
as >\ell as fervants to wait upon you. The maf- 
<er with whom you are placed wai^foti.e^^^Lts'jcSS?^ 
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in your (ituatioH ; and what fhoMld hinder you 
from being, hereafter in his ? All that is required 
is patience and induftry ; and thefc, brother, arc 
very cheap articles with which to purchafe fo com- 
fortable a condition. 

Your maftcr, I am told, had nothing to begin 
the world withal. In that he was worfe than you.; 
for if you behave well, therie are thofe who will 
fet you up in a faandfome manner. So you have 
fufficient inducements to be good, and a reward 
, always follows it. Brother, farewell ! Obey, your 
mafler, and be civil to all perfons ; keep out of 
Company, for boys havft no occafion for it ; and 
luoft that you will meet with is very bad, "Be 
careful and honefl, and God will blefs you. If 
ever you commit a fault, confefs it at once, for- 
the lie in denying it. is worfe than the thing itfelf. 
Go to church conflantly ; and write to us often. 
I think I need not fay more to fo good a lad as 
you to induce you to continue fo. i am 

Your afiedlionate brother* 

LETTER XXXV. 

\A letter of excufe for filenre^ and ajfurance it ivas 

not out cf dj/re/pe^, 

THERE are times, Madam, in which it is fail- 
ing in care not to write to one's friends; there 
are others in which it is prudence. Methinks it 
better becomes an unhappy man to be filent than 
to fpeak ; for he tires if ne fpeaks of his mifcry, 
6r he is ridiculous if he attempts to be diverting. 
I have no: done myfelf the honour of writing to 
you fince roy departure, to avoid one or other of 
tbefe inconveniencies. l.have too much relpedb 
for you. Madam, to importune you with my griefs;, 
4ipd I am not fool enough to have a miud to laugtu 
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I know very well that there may be a mean be* 
tween tbefe two extremes { but, after all, the 
correfpondence of the tmbappy is feldom pleaiing 
to thoie who are in profoerity : and yet. Madam, 
there are duties with wnich one oug^t not to dif- 
penfe ; and it is to acquit myfelf of then) that I 
now aflure you, that no one can be with more e- 
ilcem and refped than I am. 

Your faithful and aiTe&ionate fervant, 

I.B. 

LETTER XXXVI. 

A letter from a fervant in London to his mafler itw 

the country* 

SIR, 

A S I find you are detained longer m the coun* 
-'^ try than you txpedlcd, I thought it -my di:ty 
to acquaint you that we are all well. at home; and 
to aflTure you that your buiinefs Ihall be carried on 
with the fame care and fidelity as if you were per- 
fonaUy prefent* We all wifli for your return as 
foon as your afTairs will permit; and it is witlr 
pleafure that I take this opportunity of fubfcribinj 
myfelf, 

S I R, 
Your moft obedient and faithful fervant, 

Sam. Trusty^ 

LETTER XXXVII, 
From a father ta his /on, juft beginning the -world. 
"Dear Billy, 



AS you are now beginning life, as it were, anc 
•^^ will probably have ponfidcTaXAt ^^^\\^^ > 
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your biindefs, tKe fri^qtlent occafions ybti will havd 
for advice frdm otfiefs will make you dedretts of 
*lingling out amongft your mbfft intinlate acqutiihi« 
tance one or'tNYO whooo you would view in the 
light of friends, . 

In the choice of thcfe, your utmbft care and 
caution ^ill beneccflary ^^for, by a fxiiflake herfc^ 
you can fcarcely conceive the fatal eflFeds ydu'mal^ 
hereafter experiences Wherefore, it Will be pro- 
per for you to make a judgment of thofe who are 
fit to be your advifers, by the conduct they have 
ebferved in their own siiFairs^.and the reputation 
they bear in the world; For he who has, by his 
own indifcretions, undone himfelf, is much fitter 
to be fet up as a landmark for a prudent mariner 
to ibun his courfes than an exampl^e to follow. 

Old age is generally flow and heavy, youth 
h^adilrong and precipitate ; but there are old men 
who are full of vivacity, and young men repUtk 
with difcretion ; which makes me rather point oui^ 
the condud than the age of the perfons with whom 
you fliould chufe to aflbciate ; though, after al{y 
it is a never-failii^ good iign to me of prudence 
and virtue.in ayoungman when his feniors chufii 
Jbis coa^pany,^ and. he delights in theirs. 

Let your endeavours therefore be, at all aujven*- 
tures, to confort yourfelf with men of fobriety, 
good fenfe, and virtue;^ for the proverb is an un-^ 
erring one that fays, " A man is known by the 
•* company he keeps/* If fuch men you can (in- 
gle out, while you improve by their converfation^ 
you will benefit by their advice; and be fure to 
remember one thing, that, though yoU muft be 
frank and unrefervcd in delivering your fentiments^ 
when occaiions offer, yet that you be much rea- 
dier to hear than fpeak ; for to this purpofe it has 
been figniiicantly obfcrved, that Nature has given 
a mnn two ears 9Qd but one tongue. Lay in^ 
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therefore, by obfervation, and a modeft (tlence, 
fuch a {lor« of ideas, that you may, at- their time 
of life, make no worfe figure than they do ; an^ , 
endeavour to benefit yotirfelf rather by other peo-> 
pie's ills than your own. How mud thefe young 
nen expofe thetnfelves to the contempt and ridi* 
eule of their feniors, who, having feen little or 
nothing of the world, are continually (hutting out, 
by open mouth and clofed ears, all poiTibilicy of 
roftr^&ion, • and making vain the principal end 
of converfation, which is improvement r A fi-» 
lent young man makes generally a wife old one, 
and never fails of being refpedted by the befl and 
moft prudent men. When, therefore; you come 
among ftrangers, hear every one fpeak before yoir 
deliver your own fentiments; by this means you 
will judge of the merit and capacities of your com-* 
pany, and avoid expoting yourfelf, as I have known 
many do, by (hooting out hafly and inconHderate 
bolts, which they would have been glad to recall, 
when, perhaps, a lilent genius in company has 
burft out upon them with fuch obfervations as have 
ftruck confcioufnefs and fhame it)to the forward 
fyeaker, nf he has not been quite infenfible of in* 
ward reproach. 

1 have thrown together, as they occurred, a fe\V 
thoughts,, which' may fuiBSce for the ' prefent, to 
(how toy care and concern for your welfare. I 
Bope you will conftantly, from time to time, com- 
municate to me whatever you may think worthy 
of my notice^ or in which my acivice may be of 
life to you ; for I have no pleafure in this life c- 
qual to that which the happinefs of-my children 
gives me. And of this you may be afTured ; for 
Lam^. and ever mufl be. 

Your affeftionate father* 
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LETTER XXXVin. 

■i ■ . 

^To an inttniate acquatniance^ to borrow money ^ 

T>R AY favour mc, Charks, with twenty guinear 
4- by the bearer^ who is my fervant. I have ira^ 
mediate t)ccfaii6n; but will, pepay it again when-* 
ever . you pleafe to nisfke a demand. 1 his letter 
will anfwer all the purpofes of a note from your 
obliged humbte fervant, 

RlCBARO ROLT* 

LETTER XXXIX. 

/ • 

7o an acquaintance y to borrow a Jum of money for 

a Utile time. 

Dear Sfr, 

TF it be quite convenient and agreeable to you^ 
r ril beg the favour of you to lend nic fifty pounds 
for tl^ fpace of three months precifc)y s any^fccu^ 
xity'.that you ihall require and I can give, • you 
may freely alk. A lefs time would not fuit me f 
a longer, ^rou may depend on it, I ifhall not defire. 
Your anfwer will oblige, Sir, 

Your very humble fervant, 

JOBN R0BINS0X» 

L K T T E R XL. 

« 

- jAn anfmer to the foregoing* 

Dear Sir, 

ANY thing in my power is always very much 
at your fervice ; the fum you mention I have 
now hy me^ and ^an very conveniently fpare it 
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/or tVe time you fix, and you arc moft heartily 
Welcome to it. Any hour that you (hall appoint 
to-morrow Til be ready ; and am, with the great* 
ril finccrity. 

Your affedionate friend 

and humble fervant, 

CaARLEs NuexNT» 

LETTER XLL 

Mi/i y-^ J in anjfwer to Mrs. ^ making 

an afology for not anfwering her letter fooncr. 



Madaiii^ 



I 



T ts paying .you but an ill compliment to let one 
of the moA entei'tatniog letters I have met with 
for fome years remain fo long unacknowledged. 
Bur when I inform you, I have nad a houfe full of 
ftrangcrs ahnoflever fince, who have tgken up all 
my time, I^ni fure you'U excufe if not pity mew 
** Who ftcals my purfe deals traih ; it was mine^ 
^f ^t£5 his^ and has been a flaVe to tboufands; but 
^^ :he who fikhes from me my pi^ecious moments^. 
^> robs me of that wluch not enriches him, but 
^ m^kes me poor indeed !" It is owing to this 
want, I ihould not fay lofs, of time, (for the hours 
have not pafied by unimproved or unintertaining,) 
that I have not been abJe.to tell you fooner how 
much I envy that leiiure and retirement of which 
you make fuch admirable ufe; there it is the mind 
bnbends and enlarges itfelf ; drops off the forms 
and incumbrances of this world, (which, like gar* 
ments trailed about for ftate^ as fome author has 
it, only hinder our motion,) and feizes and enjoys 
the liberty it was born to* O when (liall I fee ray 
•little farm! that calm recefs, low in the vale of 
-obfcurity^ my imaginatiou fo often ]^\ux% x.^ "ov^V 
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YquIcoow I'm always in raptures about the coutu^ 
try ; but your defcription of Richmond is enough: 
to int03^icate the ibundefl head. 

Adieu ! t am ikterrupced, and in hade, £b obli^ 
ged to conclude. 

Your's, &C. 



• f . 



LETTER XLII. 



Ml/s 7— to Mifjf Lovelace J on the prefent letttr-^ 
. writers^ and her opinion of sl lueli-wrote letters. 

TTTANT of time is, I think, the general coin- 
^^ plaifat of all letter-writers 5 and, your's in 
hafte concludes wit, bufinefs, every thing. For 
iny own^ p&^^ ^T whole life is Httlrmore thati a 
perpetual hurry of doing nothing; and I think I 
never had more budnefs of that fort noon mf 
hands than now. But as I can generally nnd tvant^ 
to do any thing I have a*mind to do, fa can always^ 
contrive to be at leifure to pay my refpeds to 
Mifs L,r 

But the moflf univerfal complaint among fcrib«> 
lers of my rank is want of fenfe. Thefe generally 
begin with an apology for their long filence, and 
end with that moving petition, Excufe this none^ 
fenfe. This is modelt, indeed ; but though I am- 
exceffive good-natured, I am refolved for the tu^ 
ture not to pardon it entirely in any one but 
myfelf. 

J have often thought there never was a letter 
wrote well but what was wrote eaiily ; and if I- 
bad not fame private reafons for being of a coni- 
trary opinion at this time^ (hould conclude this to 
be a maderpiece of the kind, both in eadnefs of 
thought and facility of expreflion. And in this 
ealinefs of writing (vvhiHi Mr. Wycherly fays, vk 
eaiLy wrote) xset£nks I excel even Mrt Pope himr 
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felf, who is often too .elaborate and ornamental, 
even in fome of his bed letters ; though^ it niuil 
be confeiTed, be outdoes me in fome fevY trifles of 
another loirt^ fuch as fpirit, taile^ and fenfe. But 
let me tell Mr. Pope, that letters, like beauties^ 
may be over-drefl. There is .a becoming negti^ 
gence in both ; and if Mr. Pope could only con- 
trive to write without a genius, I don't know any 
one fo likely to hit ofFmy manner as himfelf. But 
he infills upon it, that genius is as neceflary to-< 
wards writing as flraw towards making bricks e 
whereas it is notorious, that the Ifraelites made 
bricks without that material as well as with. 

The cdnclufion of the whole matter is this, I 
never had more inclination to write to you, and 
never fewer materials at hand to write with| therei 
(ore have fled for refuge to my old companion^ 
Dulnefsv who is ever at hand to aifift me ; and 
ibave made ufe of all thofe genuine expreflions of 
herfelf, which are included under the notion oi 
want of time, want of fpirit, and, in fhort, want 
of every thing, but the moft unfeigned regard fo4r 
that lady^ wirofe mo(t dievoted 

I k-emiain, &c. 

LETTER XLIII. 

To Mi/s I^ I in anjwer to her de/crlption of 

Wind/or. 

■y OUR account of the fhadcs of Windfor, and 
* your invitarion to ih^m^ ate equally plcafing 
and poetical. The firft puts me in mind of the 
Elylian groves, where the great fouls of amiqui* 
ty repofe themfelves on beds of flowers to the 
fouifd of immortal lyres ; and there, perhaps, the 
ghoils of departed kings and queens are uiil re« 
j;aling ^theqifelve^ Avitb foft muiic^ and ^Udlu^ 
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about their ancient maniions infrefco; and the lat-^' 
tcr, of fome gentle fpiFit^ the departed genius of 
fome maid of honour, (rather too plump for a 
ghofl,) who beckons me into them. 1 am impa* 
tient till I land in thofe calm retreats, that afylum 
from curtfying and compliment whfch I defpaired 
of arriving at in this fublunary ftate ; where, if 
one can but get into the group, all di{lind:ion cea^ 
fes ; where you fay. I may do any thing. I have a 
mind to do without impeachmeai: of my breeding ^ 
and where, difengaged from all the forms and in<-' 
cumbrances of this nether world, I am like to be 
in perfed good humour with myfelf, which- in mofl 
other places would be reckoned exceffively rude. 
'. Liictle did I expert to meet with you fo near the 
feat of polite education, much lefs in king's palaces, 
and among their honourable women. — Tuefday, 
then, I fet out for the glorious land, and the ge- 
nius that prelides'over it, if nothing very amazing 
intervenes. Many are my tl:anks for your offet. 
of a fervant to meet me ; but as I chufe to give 
]^ou as little trouble as poilible, ihall take an equi- 
page along with me, to kill the dragons anfl monv 
iters in Maidenhead thicket. Thefe difficulties be- 
ing overcome, I fhall lay my fpoils at your feet, 
as Lady of the inchanted calUe, and ever aftev 
remain^ 

Your peaceful fervant, &c. , 

LETTER XLIV. 



Mt/s y — to Mifs L — ^ frant an inn on the roady 
giving an* account of her j<ourney^ 

A LAS 1 the tranfition ! — from yefterd«.y, -Hen« 
-^^ rietta-dreet, Mrs. L — ^ and Mrs. — ^ to a 
xiafty inn, the officious Mrs» Mary, damp (hcets,, 
and> £Hprbap, the Uch before piArxung. - Yet iajp 
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not I want refolution ; never virtue bad more, 
Sick to death from the moment you left me, bead- 
ach beyond defcriptibn, five men and two women 
to compliment my way through in the afternoon ; 
yet boldly ruibed thro^igh them all, and took my 
place in the ftage-coach myfelf. After all, loft 
nve (hillings earned by a blunder, went in a wrong 
coach at laft, and fuch a morning ! — ^But then I 
had a worfhipful fociety ! all filent and (ick as my« 
felf ; for which I thanked my ftars ; for if they 

had (poke I had been murdered. Mrs. had 

almo(t talked me into nonexiftence yefterday morn* 
ing: and I. )iad been totally annihilated, if you 
' had not come in and refiored me to my identity. 
Pray tell her this in revenge for my head-ach. • 
' All otrr friends that we took up in the morning 
we dropt gradually one by one, as we do when 
we fet out upon ^he journey of life ; and now I 
have only a yoimg (Indent of Oxford to finiih the 
evening of my day with, and prepare for the grand 
events of to morrow. I have juft been eating a 
boiled chicken with him, and talking about Ho- 
mer 2ind Madam Roland ; and am now retiring 
with Mrs. Mary to my bedchamber, whom 1 (Iiall 
difmifs with her warming-pan in a moment. If 
you do not permit me to pour out ihe prefent fee 
vof ideas upon all this paper 1 am inconfolable ; for 
I have no book, and was too abient till now to 
think I (hould want one.— -'How fudden, and 
how capricious, are the traniitions of'this mortal 
ftage ! Pleafure and pain are parted but by a fm-* 
gle moment. Windfor, Fein-hill; Brook-ftreet, 
and your grey ^»,own, are no more ; nor with Mr. 
Locke's a(rociatioiiS can I a(roci»te a ijiigle idea of 
the part with the prefent. Even • ady — 1 defund. 
And yet (he might. — ^But (he is no mjL>re; et dc 
1ft§rtuis nil nifi bonum* 
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While ytrtfie ihines, or fink^ beneath m » 



This effort of poetry, and that fcrap of Latin 
which I don't underftand, has fo exfafauued all my 
forces, that I find myfdf gradually, linking into 
^he^ms, of jSleep^ and mw now relign t^ the 
gentle power of dreani$. 

Farewell— and when like me opprefsM wi^ cire, ^ 

' You t<i your own Aquioam (ball -re pair, > 

. To ttfte a.montbtiaLQf (imet cqantry afr; J 

Be mindful •£ 3pour friend, and iefid me wor^. 

What joysjrour fountains and coo! ftreami atfbrd ; 
- Then to afCd your rhapibdiet 1*11 come, 

And add acw ipjrit when we fpe^dL of Rome. 



JUVKMAL* 



LETTER XLV. 



T$ Mlfs Z. on the exprejjions and compliments com* 
monly made ufe-ofin letters. 

^T*HE money and booki came found as a roach^ 
'*- Safe is fo common an expreffion that I am 
tired of telling people.for ever things come iafe. 
Wegeniufes are forced to vary our expreffionsi 
and invent new tentos, as well to ihow our furpri« 
ling compafs of thought as our great command of 
language. This fometimcss appears fliff and affec« 
ted to the common clafs of readers, or hearers, 
who are apt to be out of their element upon hear- 
Uig any new or unufual founds ; but our nicer ears 
cannot always bear the fame cadences. There's 
Something peculiar in the make and ilrndure of 
the auditory nerve that requires diveriification 
and variety, as well as fome (kill in the anatomy 
of language, to make an impreilion on it. without 
wounding iu It h for this reafon, when 1 alk a 
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favour, (a thing I feldom chufe to do) I always fe* 
tout the mod: delicate plirafes I am miflrefs of; but 
in regard to forms, which mod people are fick of^ 
and yet furfeit their friends with,, tuefe 1 vary ac- 
cording as my own humour or inclination prepon'* 
jderates. Cf conftquence, when I come towards 
the end or peroration of a letter, I fometimes com- 
municate my compliments — fometimes delire they 
;aiay be marde known — oi' where there is a large 
family, and of confecyaence a number of civilities 
to be paid, the laconic (lyle of — My deferences 
its ufpa), has fometimes fucceeded beyond my ex- 
peAations. I am lick of faying for ever,! beg 
my' compliments to fuch a one. — But, as I propofe 
foon to give your Ladyftip a particular diflerta- 
tion upon ftyle, and as I have many flowers of 
rhetoric yet inexhauiled, Ifliall wind up the words 
above mentioned into the form of a letter, and 
communicate all the things I have to fay in the 
pollfcript. 

LETTER XL VI. 

Ft^m Mi/s ycnes te Lady*- ■ ■■ 



nnHE firft letter from an abfent friend is furcly 
•*" the moft agreeable thing to mufc over in na- 
ture. Your's from Hatfield revived in me thofe 
pleaiing remembrances which hot only enliven but 

• expand the heart; that very heart, which, but the 
moment before, felt itfelf mightily fhrunk and con- 

.tra&ed at the thoughts of your departure. Lady 
H«.Beaucleric partook of the plealure. The mo- 
ment (he faw your hand fhe cried Half -I — and read 
it moft complacently over my llioulder. 

It is to no purpofe to tell you how much you 
were mifl'ed by every body that ftaid in tov/t\\ W« 
often I caf} Dty eyes up at yoviY dT^\Vi^xw^^3CiHi\w>, 

G 
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dows, br how many people I have ryn over in 
contemplating your dining-room fhuttcrs. All I 
have to beg of you is, to write to me very often, 
to be mindful of *your health, and to order John^ 
i^hen I go to town again, to tie up that knocker. 
I could tell you many (lories of the fenfible things; 
but of all the infenlible ones upon this occafion, 
your lamp provoked me the mod. To fee that 
creature, when I have gone by in the evening, 
burn fo prettily, and with fo much alacrity, has 
put me out of all patience. To what purpofe 
ihould he light* us into your houfe noW ? or who 
would, be obliged to him for his paltry rays? — 
I took a contemplative turn or two in your dref- 
fing-room once or twice : but it was fo like walk- 
ing over your grave, that I could not bear to flay» 
—Lady H. departed two days after you ; and, in 
fhort,. I lived to fee almoft every body I loved go 
before me. So lad Saturday I made my own ex- 
it, with cquaLdecency and dignity ; that is, with 
a thorough refignation of the world 1 left, and an 
carneft deiire after that I am How enjoying with 
Lady Bowyer and Mifs Peggy ^tonchoufe. I fhall 
begin verging towards my la ft home after having 
juft touched upon the confines of Lady H. B*f 
' world, there to fubfide and be at peace, where I 
Ihall have nothing farther to hope for but to meet 
with a letter from you. 

I have implored St. Swithen in your behalf ; but 
ke either not hears me, or, to pay you a greater 
compliment, weeps plentifully for your abfence. 
I fear you have had a terrible journey ; for fcarce 
a day has pafled that he ha^ not flied many toirt. 
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LETTER XLVn. 

From a tradcfman to a correjpondcnt^ requejling the 
payment tfa/um of money. 

SIR, 

AVERY unexpe&ed demahd that has beexi 
made on me for money, which I was in hopes 
of keeping longer in my trade, obliges me to ap- 
ply for your afliftance of the balance of the account 
between us, or as much of it as you can fpare* 
When I have an opportunity to inform you of the 
nature of this demand, and the necefRcy of my 
difcharging it, you will readily excufe the freedom 
I now take with you ; and, as it is an affair of 
fuch confequence to my family, I know the friend - 
ihip you bear me will induce you to ferve me ef- 
fcSually- 

ram, Sir^ your mod obedient fervant, 

Timothy Jones. 

LETTER XLVIII. 

Tie an/wer. 
S IR, 

IT gives me Angular fatisfaftion that I have ijt 
in my power to anfwer your demand, and am 
able to ferve a man I fo much efleem. The balance 
of the account is two hundred pounds ; for half of 
which I have procured a bank note, and for fecu- 
rity divided it, and fent ojie half by the carrier, 
as you defired^ and have here inciqfed the othep, 

G a 
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1 Willi you may furmount this and every other dif- 
ficuky that lyes in the road to happinefs; and am, 

SIR, 

Your's fincerely, 

RiCaAHD ToMKINt. 

LETTER XLIX. 

To a lady^ inviting her into the country for the 

fummer. 

- My dear Harriot, 

T Do not TchoW' whether I flatter myfclf with an 
■* opinion of youf fpieaklng to me the other day 
Hirith an unconmioh air of fnendfliip, or whether I 
am f|> happy to hold that placed of which I fliould 
bt fo ambitious, in your' efVibem. I thought yoU 
fj^k^ vrlth'confcern af tjtir partingfor' the fununerl 
on our family's retiring into the country'. For 
Heaven's fake, ray deal*, what cafi yoii'tJa all the 
duirfeafdn in Lt)ndon ?*— ^Vauxhall is not for 
more than twice; and I think Ranelagh one would 
not fee above half a dozen tiroes in the year* 
What is it, then, you find to entertain you in an 
empty town for four or 6ve months together ? I 
would fain perfuade yen not to be in love with fo 
difagreeable a place, and I have an intefefl m it; 
fo^l am a petitioner to you 'to (lay this fnmmei): 
With ns, at leaQ'l beg yon will try. We go^' nff 
dear, on Monday ; will you go with us, for thieft 
is a place in the coach ; or will you come when 
you. are fettled ? 1 am greatly of opinion that it. 
will pleafe you. I am fure 1 need not tdl yoo, 
•wc fiiall do all we can to render it agreeable, or 
that vou- will make us very happy in complying 
w'nh tlie invitation. 
You bavc HOC feen our houfe ; but it is a very 
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pleafant one. There are fine profpeds from the 
park, and m riv^r runs thfoueh the earden ; nor 
are we quite out of the way of entertainment. Yoa 
know thefe is a great deal of company about the 
place ; and we have an aiTembly within a mile of 
us. What fliall I fay elfe to tempt you to come ? 
Why, I will tell- you, that you will make us all 
the happieft people in the world \ and that when 

J on are tired you ihall not be teazed to (lay. Dear 
[arriQt, think of it; you wilU confer an obliga- 
tion on her, who is, with the trueft refpeft, 

Your affeAionate friend. 

L E T TE R L. 

J# a lady^ inviting her to a party offleafurc* 

Dear Madan^ 

T>EOPLE are intercfted who invite you to be 
•* of their parties, bccaiifeyou arc fure to make 
them happy. This is the reafon why you will 
not, perhaps, always comply when you are afked 
to be of them ; but it is certainly a caufe of your 
being folicited oftener than any woman in the 
world. After you was gone yeftcrday, Mr. Bo- 
hun propofed an expedition to Richmond for to- 
morrow, and he rcquefled me (for he thought he 
bad no title to fuch a liberty himfelf) to tell you, 
that we all underdood you to be of the party, tho' 
you happened to be out of the way when it was 
propofed. 

I hope you are not engaged ; the weather jpro- 
mifes to be favourable, and your company you 
know how we value. I need not tell you, that we 
fliall fuppofe it matter of^ form if you are abfent ; 
wl.at we fhall thinkof itif you go with us you 
will know, when you remember "^ViaLt ^N^'t^ S^^^^^ 

, G3 
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tbrnks Who ha« ;the plcafiire of your cohipany, I 
beg you ^^ill li'ot invent an cxcufc, bdt let us de^- 
^nd an you. I am, with the grcateft fincerity, 



\t^t Madam, 



Your mod obccficnt humble fcrvant. 



1 !. . .V ' 



LXT T E R LL 

\ ... 

^^slMnacquaintancCy to borrow a/Um ofmonej* 

. Dear Sir^ 

TF you have fifty guineas, which you can, with- 
•* out any inconvcniency, fpare for about fix 
months, I fhall be greatly obliged to you to lend 
them to me for. fo long. 

I have been difappointed, and preflTed for money 
at the fame t'mie. It is an iinludiy, but not' an 
jnncommon, circumftance. You will believe me, 
that I would not aik this of you, if I were not 
certain to g^ve it you back ; but if it be the leall 
inconvenience to fpare the money at all, or to be 
.fo long without it, pray refufe me. ' 
I fim, dear Sir, 

Yuur's with the greateft fincerity* 

- L E T T E R LIL 

Irom.a young perjon in trade to a inholefale dealer^ 
viho hadjuddenly mAde a demand on hinu 

SIR, 

Y OUR demand coming vdry unexpeftedTy, I 

^ muft confefs I am not prepared to anfwer it. 

I know the flated credit in this article ufed to be 

only four months ; but as it has been a cuftom to 

mUaw a jtodetatt time beyond tlus^ and as this is 
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bttty the day of the old time^ I had not yet'pfepa/^ 
tied- myf elf . Sir, I beg you will not fuppole it i% 
any- defitienty more than for the prefent, that ocr 
l^bflons -iiiiy deiiring .a little time of ycni ; and I (hall 
not aik any more than is ufual among the tradoL 
If ybti will be pleafed to let your fervant call for 
one half of the fum this day* three weeks, and the 
T^li^ainder- a fortnight afterwards, it fhall be re»> 
dy. However, in the mean time, i beg of yov 
not to let any word flip of this, becau^ a very 
little hurts a young beginner. Sir, you may take 
my word with the greateft fafety, that I will pay 
-y^U'as'I have mentioned i and if you have any 
particular caufe for iniifting upon it fooner, be 
^leafed to let me know that I mull pay it, and I 
will endeavour to borrow the money ; for if I 
want credit with you, 1 cannot fuppofe that I have 
loll it with all the world, not knowing what it is 
that can have given you thefe diflruilful thoughts 
concerning 

Your humble fervant. 

LETTER LIIL 

Tie vibolcfale dealer^s anfiaer^ 

SIR, 

T AM very foriy to prefs you ; but if I had not 
* reafon, I fhoukl not have called upon you. It 
is not out of any difrefpe^t to you that I have 
made the demand, but we have f(> many lofles that 
it is ifit we fhould take care. However, there is 
-fo much feeniing frai^knefs and iincerity pi your 
letter, that I (hall dcfire leave firft to aik you, 
wtipther you have any dealings with an ufuter in 
Breaddreet, and, if you pleale^ what is his name ? 
Until you have given me the (aus&^^caia ^^"^^ 
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head, I /hall not any farther urge the demand I 
have made upon you ; but, as this may be done mt 
ence, I clefire your ant wer by the bearer, whom 
you well know; for he was, as he informs me, 
•very lately your fervant. 

1 afliire you. Sir, it is in connderation of the 
f;rf at opinion I have of your honour that I refer 
the demand 1 have made, to this queflion ; for i^ is 
^ot cudomary, and is fuppofed not to be fair or 
prudent, to mention our reafons on thefe occa- 
lions. 'If this is cleared up to me. Sir, as I wifln 
hut I fear it cannot be, I fhall make no fcruple of 
the time you mention. I beg your anfwo: with- 
out delay, and am fiQcerely, 

Your friend and weUwiflierw 

LETTER Uy. 

frarn a young fcrjhn juft out of his apfrenticejhip 
to a relatiotiy requefting him to lend him ajkm 
of money. 

SIR, 

. T CAN remember nothing but kindne(s from yon 
•*• to our unhappy family ever fince my infancy f 
and I flatter myfelf that I have not been guilty of 
any thing that ought to exclude me in pafrricular 
from your favour, provided you retain the fame 
kind thoughts towards me. I may be miftaken in. 
what I imagine further, that I have always thought 
you had no fmall hand in putting me out { for I 
think my father ceuld not have commanded fuch a 
fum of money without the aflifhince of fome gene- 
rous friend, and I can think of none but you« If 
this be the cafe. Sir, I may be the more afhamed 
to write to you upon the prefent occadon, Hnce 

it' is ingratitude to »ake one benefit the caufe of 



LETTER.WHITER. Bk 

aiking others* But' I will venture to fay in my 
own favour, that I think my behaviour in the time 
I have been with my mafter will not make againft 
me in the application. If I aik what to you (hall 
feem improper, all that I farchcr requeit is, to be 
pardoned. 

Sij*, 1 have at prefent before me the profpeft of 
being, a journeyman for a fmall falary and juft get- 
ting bi'ead, and that of being a mailer in one of 
the mod advantageous trades that can be thought 
oft and this is the time of fixing myfelf in one li- 
ttiation or the other. I am fenlible, Sir, you will 
fet the 'defign of this letter, becaufe the becoming 
a mafter cannot be done without money, and I 
have^no where to apply for fuch an afliftance but 
to your favour. A moderate fum, Sir, will an^ 
fwej:' the purpofe ; and I think 1 am fo well ac- 
qniamted with the trade as to be foon able to re* 
pay it ; at leaft, I am fure I can take care that the 
vklue of it (hall be always kept in flock, fo that 
there can be no rifk to lofe any part of it. I have 
made the 'computation, and with' lool. carefully 
laid out, I can make all the (how that is neceflary^^ 
and have all cotiveniencies about me. If you will 
be fo generous. Sir, to complete the goodnefs yott 
have already begun, by lending me' this fum, there 
is nothing (hall tempt' me to endanger your lofing 
any part'of it; nor (hall any thing evef make mt 
forget the obligation, 

I am, Sir, your mod obliged, and 

mod obedient himible fervant. 
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I 

LjE TT E R LV. 

To a mother^ to thank her for her tare and tender^ 

nefs. 

Honoured Ma^iain, 

I HAVE written twice to my brother, and not 
doubting but that he would inform you of my 
l>eing well, I have taken the liberty to omit wri- 
ting to you. I beg you will be pleafed to hear the 
reafons that weighed with me agaiiift a Very ear- 
ncft inclination, that, whether you tell I wa» 
right or not, you may acquit me ot the charge of 
dilobedience, or want of refpefi as well as grati-^ 
tude. 

The pain with which I faw you parted from me 
on the road has made an imprtflion upon my heart 
which time will never wear out ; and I hope, as 
it will always keep in my remembrance your ten- 
dernefs as well as care for me, that, beiides the 
natural right all your commands have to obedience 
from me^ I ihall, on another principle, avoid eve* 
ry thing that is wrong, left it (hould give you difi 
quiet. 

I ihould be unnatural and unpardonable not to 
have the mod (incere regard for the peace of your 
inind, and for its compofure. God prevent that I 
fhould do any thing that ihould afFedt the firfl; and 
I (hall hope my true concern will guard me againfl 
every thing that might difturb the latter. Indeed^ 
Madam^ the care of this prevented my writing; I 
feared, that a letter from me, be the contents ever 
fo indifferent, might recall my remembrance too 
fully before you, and that the fame pain might at- 
tend it as did your parting with me. This was 
the only reafon for my not writing before ; and^ 
ID the mofi ilncere truth, I have done violence to ^ 
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nyfelf in omitting that teflimony of .my duty and 
refped. 

As to occailons of writing, I have yet none, 
more than to tell you that I do not forget to whom 
I owe my attention ; and to fay how great an hap- 
pinefs it will be to me to receive your farther 
thoughts a9 to things that are about me. I have 
yet entered into no acquaintance with them, be- 
ing determined, fo far as my youth and fcanty 
judgment may allow of it, to confider them before 
I mix myfelf among them : for this purpofe I have 
hitherto kept within the houfe, where, partly 
from the converfation of my relations, and partly 
from that of other perfons of their acquaintance 
who viHt them, and fome of whom are perfons of 
very refpeAable talents, I fettle in myfelf fome 
charmder of the feveral perfons I am likely to meet 
with, and of the occurrences which may fall in 
my way ; but of all this, having not yet eftabliih- 
ed within myfelf any firm opinioR) I fliall take the 
freedom to write to you. 

The greatefl fubjeds of my conflderation, Mai- 
<dam^ are the inflructions and the cautions you 
gave me 1 thefe will never be out of my remem- 
brance; and although, perhaps, the tendernefs of 
the parent, or the fears of toe mother, may have 
reprefented fome of thefe in Wronger lights than 
they are ordinarily feen, yet when 1 compare them 
with the obfervations I have yet had opportuni- 
ti^ of making, I find them almoft perfedly juft, 
and ail very nejcelTary. 

No perfon, I am fure, ever had the happinefs 
4>f a more affeftionate mother ; and I am fully per- 
fuaded, that the great experience you have had 
of the world will render you, more than moft peo- 
ple, able to judge of the courfe of things. I think 
it a great happinefs that io excellent an advifec vi 
fbimudb ^ncoraed in my wdlarc^ ^dz^\^^^x^« 
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mife you, Madam, in the mofl i)ixcere manner, 
that I will always prefer, to all other copfidcra- 
tions in the world, the admonitions which you 
ihall be pleafcd to give me. I fhall alfo look upon 
4Dyfel£ as accountable for the leaft arti(:le of my 
conduct . to . you, as well as to God and, my own 
heart ; and. it will fcarcc^ be a gres^rer obligation 
upon me to do in ever)c thing as I ought, that the 
«ye of that alUfeeing Judge is upon me, t^ban that 
any wrong Rep in my behaviour will,, befides 
throwing inyfelf. into difficulties, m^ke you un- 
happy. *i 

Vou cannot know, Madam, how much, and how 
gratefully, I think of your care in placing me 
where I now am ; where, under the eye of a good 
and prudent pericn, I have an opportunity to con- 
iider of my future condudt, and to fee things be- 
i^ore I am placed among them, and to coAi(|der this 
great world before I may be fald to make a part 
of it. I fee it as a terrible as well as a profitable 
fccne of aftion : I have already fet down many 
-things, which I (liall avoid like death, and which 
I fhould clfe, perhaps, have tallen into heedlefsly : 
I hope my future experience will (hpw me many 
more Indeed, on the little that I fee at prefent, 
I cannot wonder that of the youth« who, at my 
unthinking and rafli time of life are let loofe into 
^the danger, and never c.onfider it till they .are in 
the midil of it, if they, ever confider it at all, the 
greater part are ruined, . I hope I (hall profit even 
by their misfortunes ; but whatfoeyer .advantages 
I have over the rett of the young men I meet with- 
al, I fliall always remember, with a due gratitude, 
that I owe them to you. 

I pray daily that you may continue in all re- 

fpeds happy. You will let my brother know, Ma- 

:dam, that. I ihall endeavour to think 'of ail things 

Mt be HufuJdbfivo mti Jtit .has. taug^tjoie ^q. ^^ritc 
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long letters; but if it be not tedious to you, I 
cannot think the time it has taken me could be 
more worthily employed ; nor can I account that 
a troublt, which, beiides that it is a duty and a 
fatisfadion to myfelf, will' give you pleafure, I 
am, Honoured Ma Jam, 

With all duty and afFedion, 

Your obedieut fon. 

I^ E r T E R LVI. 

• From a mother to ajbn^ in anjhuer to the former^ 

Dear Child, 

-T HAVE this moment read your letter, and I am 
•*• fbtidown to write to you. Where corrcfpond- 
ing is a trouble, people may defer it to the lateft 
hour; but why fliouid I deny rayfelf a moment the 
pleafure of converfing with you ? My dear, con- 
% tinue in- the thoughts yoii have at prefent, and 
you will add all that can be how thrown into the 
portion of my happinefs, I interrupt myfelf, by 
catting my eye over and over upon your letter, 
and the fulnefs of my heart prevents my inform- 
ing you of its fcnfations. If you fhould fee more 
blots than this, which is jufl: now made in my wri- 
ting, do not wonder, or be uneafy. I will not 
drffiembre to you that they are made by tears ; but, 
dearett Ton, thefe are tears that flow from tranf- 
pbrt, which has no other exprelfiom Sure no 
mother was ever happier in her children. Your 
brother is etteemed, nay, he is almott adored by 
every body. Your fitter is fettled to an advan- 
tage that was beyond my utmott expedations ; and 
yet ibe is fo good a womaA, that her huiband thinks 
hirafelf under everlattiiig obligations. You, my 
dear Jack^ were my only care\ ^ixiA WxaAi^aa^^ 

H 
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Tear for you than all j as the yoiingeft, that is, 
<:hild, as the latcfi: remembrance of your honour- 
Td father, you had a larger (liare of my tendemefs 
'than cither, and you was d^iVined to a fcenc of 
the greatefl dagger. Heavert alone can tell what 
have been my anxieties and fears about you, and 
how continual my prayers for your fecurity. They 
arc all granted ; and inftead of being, as I feared 
you would, an occafion of continual alarm to me, 
you are adding more than any of tHem to my con- 
tentment. I know your good heart, and I can 
fee what a joy it is to yp»-to perceive you make 
roe happy : in fuch a mind as your's there can be 
wanting no other ipotive to be good beiides the 
excellence of virtue; but I am fure, that if this 
\ were not fufEcient, the very thought that your 
mother's peace depended upon your conduct would 
keep you in the way of goodnefs. 

My dear child, regard your brother ; no perfon 
is fo able to advifc you, and he loves you with 
more than the comiuon affedtion of the relation ; 
he admires your good fenfe. and he efleems your 
principles. Dear fon, think what an honour it is 
to have the efteem of fo excellent a man ; think 
what a happinefs it is to have \o fine a characler 
at fo tender an age as your's ; and as you fliow 
lue how much my fatisfaftion is an objecl of your 
concern, remember what a tranfporc it mull be to 
me to hear of you fo favourably. 

I fliall not repeat to you, my dear, the cautions 
which I gave you, for T fee you will hot need to 
be put again in remembrance : only reverence 
truth, be acquainted with no one till you know 
that he deferves it, and avoid bad women. 

If it Can give you fatisfadHon, and 1 am fure it 

will do fo, to hear that every thought of your 

heart has my pcrfed approbation, you hear it tru- 

7^/ buc ^though there is not any the Uail part of 
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your conduA that does not give me pleafure, there 
is, although you will be furprifed to he^r it, ibme^ 
thing in your brother's, with refpeA to you that 
gives me pain.^ He told me of your a(king his ad- 
vice upon an inconfiderable fubjct^, and his giving 
it to you rather • honeltly than elegantly. Dear 
child, take care of your hear:, ai.d yoii may be 
lefsuneafy about your expreflions: let your thoughts 
be good, and never be uneafy about the words you 
put. them in. The books recommended to you 
may be good for nothing, but you have no ocea« 
fion for any ; nor is it a pin matter in the affairs 
of life, whether you put every word where it 
fbould be. But this is all a trifle; nor fhall 1 pre- 
tend td enter into the matter ; if it be worth aiiy 
confideration^ he is the bed judge, fo pray mind 
him ; but what I fpeak of i& the manner in which 
he fays he wrote of your coufln. 

My dear, always refpccl your elders, and da 
not let any little fchoolboy's leflbn put you above 
them in your own opinion, bccaufe they have for- 

Sotten it ; nor becaufe your coufln is a p'aiu man^ 
o you fuppofe he is leJs capable to advife you. 
He is a perfon of undoubted probity and upright- 
nefs of heart, and that is worth all the Greek and 
Latin of Weftminfler and Eaton : he has made his 
way to a plentiful fortune, and he has the refpcft 
•ind efteem of all that he ever was concerned with. 
Would you wifli for a better chara^er or better 
fortune ! God fend you may conduct yourfclf thro' 
the world jufl as he has done ! I, that would weary 
heaven with prayers for you, wifli you nothing 
better. I do not pretend to fay your brother is 
wrong in his judgment about this matter, for I do 
not underftand the nature of it j all that I know 
is, you will never write a letter that will pkafe 
me more than this you have ient already ; and I 
tliink, had I been in b s place. 1 \\Qu\d\^^\V&c«^ 
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put atiy thipg into your mind upon an occafion of 
Itich little confequence, that fhould have abated 
your regard fbr a pcrfon whofe advice will be of 
fervice to you. But I know you will not do fo. 
Prefervc, I defire you, that refpedt for him which 
his years, and his integrity, and his fuccefs in the 
'world, require: and whatfoever you may think 
about this trifle, do not let it lelTen your efteeui 
for one whom your mother recommends to you. 

My dear, I have faid the more upon this fob* 
je6t, becaufe it feems the only one on which you 
are in danger to err ; and I have thought it the 
more neceflary to fay fo, becaufe the regard I de- 
(ircd you to pay to your brother might have ren- 
dered it a kind of duty to go intahis error : I have 
fpeke to bin about it, and he defires me to fay 
that he is perfeftly of my opinion. ^ 

Farewell, my dearel^ boy ; you have a very 
eafy talk before you ; feeing you are already fo 
good, that you need only go on in the fame path^ 
to make all that love you happy. 

Your afiedionate mother. 
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LETTER-WRITER, 
PART n. 

Letters of Courtfhip and Marriage. 

L E T T E R I. 

Front a young per/on in bufinefs to a gentUmanj de-^ 
firing leave to viait on his daughter. 

SIR, 

I HOPE the juftncfs of my intentions will excufe \ 
the freedom of this letter, whereby I am to 
acquaint you of the^affe^ion and edeem I have for 
your daughter. I would not, Sir, offer at any 
indired addrefs, that fhould have the lead appear- 
ance of inconfiftency with her duty to you, and 
my honourable views to hc;r ; chufing, by your in- 
fluence, if I may approve myfelf to you worthy of 
that honour, to commend myfelf to her approba- 
tion. You are not infenfiblc, Sir, by the credit 
I have hitherto .preferved in the world, of my a- 
bility, by God's blelling, to make her happy ; and 
this the rather emboldens' me to requeft the favour' 
.of an evening's converfation with you, at your 
■firft convenience, when I will more fully explain 
myfelf, as I earnelHy hope, to your fa^tisfadtion, 
and take my encouragjemcut oi fiiAco^W'^'^^s^xsx 
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from your own mouth. I am, Sir, in the mean 
time, with great refped, 

Your moft obedient humble fervanr. 

LETTER IL 

From a young lady to her father^ acquainting hiiTt: 
with a profofal of marriage made to her.. 

Honoured Sir, 

AS young Mr. Lavewell, whofe father, I am: 
fenlible, is one of your intimate acquaintance, 
has, during your abfence in the country, made an 
open declaration of his pailion for me, and prefled 
me clofely to comply with his overtures of mar«> 
riage, Ithougjht it my duty to decline.all oflFers 
of that nature, however advantageous they might 
fcem to be,, till I had your thoughts on foimport- 
ant an affair, and am abfolutely determined either 
to difcourage his addreffes, or keep him at lead in 
fufpence, till your return^ as 1 fhall be direded 
by your fuperior judgment. I beg leave, how<' 
ever, with due fubmiflion, to acquaint you of the 
idea I have entertained of him, and I hope I am 
not too blind, or partial, in his favour. He feems 
to me to be perfcftly honourable in his intentions^ 
and to be no ways inferior to any gentleman of 
my acquaintance hitherto, in regard to good fenft 
or good manners. — 1 frankly own. Sir, \ could 
admit of his addrcfles with plrafure, were they at- 
tended with your confent and approbation. Be 
aiTured, however, that I am not fo far engaged as 
to aft with precipitation, or comply with' any of- 
fers inconfiilent with that filial duty which, in 
^Tvii-Jtude to your paternal indulgence, I fhall ever 
^nrejrou. YaoT' ipcedy iaftruSoa tkercfore^ ia. 
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of itibmentous an article, will prove the greated 
fatisfadion imaginable to. 

Honoured Sir, 

Your nioft dutiful daughter* 

LETTER III. 

from a daughter to her mother^ upon the fame 

oceajiofit 

Honoured Madami 

OOON after I left you and my friends in the 
^ country, I happily engaged with one Mrs Pru- 
dence, a governefs of a noted young ladies' boar- 
ding-fchool at the court end of the town, to ad as 
her afliftant. She has treated me, ever fmce I 
have been with her, with the utmo(^ good-nature 
and condefcenfion; and has all along endeavoured 
to make my fervice more eafy and advantageous 
to me than I could reafonably expeS. On the o- 
ther hand, as a grateful acknowledgment of her 
favours, I have made her interell my whole fludy 
and deHght* My courteous deportment towards 
the young ladies, and my conflant care to oblige 
my governefs, have not only gained me the love 
and efleetn of the whole houie, but young Mr By* 
ron, the dancing-mailer, who attends our fchool 
weekly, has cafl a favourable eye upon me for > 
fome time, and has lately made me fuch overtures - 
of marriage, as are in my own opinion, worthy of 
my attention* However, notwithClanding he is a. 
great favourite of Mrs Prudence, a man of unble- 
mifbed charader, . and very extenfive bufmefs, I 
thought it would be an adt of the higheft ingrati- 
tude to fo indulgent a parent as you have been to 
m«fi to conceal from you an affair whereon my fu- 
ture iiappinefs or mifery muXl fo greatly 4!&^\^<k . 
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As to his perfon, age, and temper, I muft own. Ma*' 
dam, witha blufh, that they are all perfectly agreea- 
ble; and I fhonld think myfelf very happy Ihould you 
cxTJntenance his addrcfles, I flatter njyfelf how- 
ever, that 1 have i'o much command of my own: 
palTions, as in duty, to be direcled, in fo momcn* 
tons an affair, by your fuperior judgment. Your 
fpeedy anfwcr, therefore, wi41 be looked upon ;»$ 
an additional ad of indulgence Ihown to 

Your mod dutiful daughter^ 

LETTER lY- 

7A^ mother's anfujsr to tht foregoing. 

Dear Daughter, 

T RECEIVED your's in regard to the overtures 
^ of mar ri age made you by Mr Byron ; and a» 
that is a very weighty affair, I fhall return to Lon* 
don as foon as pomble, in order to make all due 
inquiries. And in cafe I find no juft grounds for 
exceptions to the man, 1 have none to his occupa* 
tion ; fince it is fuitable enough to that flate o£ 
life for which you feem to have a peculiar tafle. 
However, thougb I fhould rejoice to fee you fet- 
tled to your fatisfaftion and advantage, and though 
you feem to entertain a very favourable opinion 
of his honour, and abilities to maintaia you in ar 
very decent manner, yet I would have you weigh 
yiell the momentous matter in debate. Don^t be . 
tdo hafty, my dear ; confider, all is not gold that 
glitters. Men are too often falfe and perfidious ; 
promife fair, and yet, at the fame time, aim at no- 
thing more than the gratification of their unruly 
deiires. I don't fay that Mr Byron has any fuch 
didionourable intentions, and I hope he has not ;. 
ftv wb'jcb le^ion I would only have you act witk 
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^ifcrction. and rcfcrvc ; give him neither too great 
hopes of fuccefs, nor an abfolute denial to put 
him in defpair. All that you have to fay till you 
iee me is this, that you have no averfion to bis 
perfon ; but that you are determined to be wholly 
direded by your mother in an affair of fo ferious 
a concern. This will naturally induce him to make 
his application to me on my firfl arrival ; and you 
may depend upon it, no care (ball be wanting on 
my (ide to promote your future happinefs and ad- 
vantage. I am, 

Dear daughter, 

Your truly aife&ionate mother. 

L E T T E R V. 

ji young lady^s anfvjtr to a gentleman's letter^ tjch^ 
frofejjes an aver/ion to the tedious forms of cout t* 
Jhip. 

S I R, 

T AM no more fond of the fafliionable modes of 
■*■ courtfhip than yourfelf. Plain dealing 1 own, 
.IS bed; but, methinks, common decency fhould 
jilways t)e pr^ferved. 

There is fomething fo peculiar and whimficat 
in your manner of exprelfion, that I am abfolutely 
at a IWs to determine whether you are really feiious 
or only^write for your own amufement. When 
you explain yourfelf in more intelligible terms, I 
fhall be better able to form a judgment of your 
jDaflion, and more capable of returning you a pro- 
per anfwer. What influence yoxir future addreffes 
may have over me I cannot Cay ; but, to be free 
-with you, your firft attempt has made no impref- 
iion on theiieart of. 
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L E T T E R VI. 

The lady^s rcfly to another letter from the fame 
'.gentlematiy luheretn he more exfHcitly avows his 
pajfiotj. 

SIR, 
CINCE neither of us, I perceive, is overfond of 
^ fquandering our time away in idle, unmeaning 
compliments, 1 think -proper to inform you, in di- 
red terms, that the difpofal of ray pcrfon is not 
altogether in my own power : and that, notwith« 
{landing my father and mother are both deceafed, 
yet I tranfadt no tingle affair of any moaient with- 
out confulting Sir Orlando Wifeman of Lincoln's 
Inn, who is my counfcl upon all occafions, and is 
a gentleman, as I conceive, of the (tridefl: honour 
and honefty, and one on wiiofe judgment I can 
fafely rely. I will be fo fair and juft to you, as 
fi;eely to acknowledge, that T have no objection 
to your perfon. If, therefore, you think proper 
to wait on him with your propofals, and I find that 
he approves them, I fhall aft without any mental 
relcrvation, and be very apt to encourage a paf- 
lion that I imagine to be both honoursible and iin- 
ccre. I am, 

SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

LETTER VII. 

Frsim an aunt to her nephev)^ who had complained of 
ill fuccefs jn his addreffes. 

Dear Nephew, 
J RECEIVED your doleful ditty, in regard to 
•^ your ill /ucce/s in your late lovc^venturc with 
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Mifs Snow. No marble monument was ever half 
fo cold, or veflal virgin half fo 'coy ! Ihe turns a 
deaf ear, it fcems, to your moft ardent vows! and 
what, of all that ? by your own account it appears 
(he has given you no flat denial ; neither has (he 
peremptorily forbid yourvifits. Really, nephew, 
I thought a young gentleman of your good fenlc 
and penetration fliouid be better verfed in the arcs 
of love, than to be cad down all at once, and quit 
the field upon the drll repulfe. You Ibould con- 
lider that (he is not only a beauty, but a very ac« 
compliflied lady. You mud furely be very vain 
to imagine, that one of her education, good fenfe, 
and re^il merit, fhould fall an eafy victim into your 
arms. Her afiedions muft be gradually engaged ; 
(he looks upon matrimony as a very ferious affair, 
and will never give way, I am fully perfuaded, to 
the violence of an ill-grounded paflion. For fliame, 
nephew ; (hake off that unbecoming baflafulnefs, 
and' fliow yourfelf a man. Lovers, like foldicrs, 
(hould endure fatigues. Be advifed ; renew the 
attack with double vigour ; for (lie is a lady worth 
your conqueft. The revolution of a day (as the 
uigenious Mr. Rowe has it) may bring fuch turn« 
asHeaven itfelf could fcarce have promifed. Cheer 
up, dear nephew, under that thought. When I 
hear from you again, a few weeks hence, I am 
not without hopes, if you will follow my advice, 
t)f your carrying the (lege, and making her comply 
with your own terms of accommodation. In the 
mean time, depend upon it, no (lone (hall be kft 
unturned on my part, that may any ways contri- 
bute towards your good fuccefs, as I cannot, with- 
out injuftice to tjie lady, but approve your choice. 

I am yonr afieoionate aunt* 
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LETTER VIIL 

From a daughter to her father^ viherein Jhe dutl* 
fully expojlulates againjl a match he had prof o- 
fed to her viith a gentleman much older than her* 

Honoured Sir, 

nrHOUGH your injundions fhould prove diame- 
•*• trically oppoiite to my own fecret inclinations, 
yet I am not infenlible, that the duty which I owa 
you binds me to comply with them. . Befides, I 
fhould be very ungratetul, fliould I prefume in any 
point whatever, confidering your numberlefs ads 
of parental indulgence towards me, to conteft your 
will and pleafure. Tho' the confequences there- 
of fliould prove never fo fatal, I am determined to 
be all obedience, in cafe what I have to offer in 
xny own defence fhould have no influence over you, 
or be thought an infufHcient plea for my averfion 
to a match, which, unhappily for me, you feem 
to approve of. It is very pofTible, Sir, the gen- 
tlemen you recommend to my choice may be pof- 
.feffed of all that fubflance, ilnd all thofe good qua- 
lities, that bias you fo flrongly in his favour ; but 
be not angry, dear Sir, when I remind you, that 
there is a vafl difproportion in our years. A lady 
of more experience, and of a more advanced age, 
would, in my humble opinion, be a much fitter 
help-mate for him. To be ingenuous, (permit me, 
good Sir, to fpeak the fentiments of my heart 
without referv« for once,) a man almoft in his 
grand climaderic can never be an agreeable com- 
panion for me ; nor can the natural gaiety of my 
temper, which has hitherto been indulged by 
yourfclf in every innocent amufcment, be over 
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agreeable to him. Though his fondnefs at firft 
may connive ^t the little freedoms I (hall be apt 
to take ; yet, as foon as the edge of his appetite 
ihall be abated, he'll grow jealous, v and for ever 
torment me without a caufe. I fliall be debarred 
of every diverfion fuitable to my years, though 
never £b harmlcfs and inoffenfive; periliitted 10 
fee no company ; hurried down, perhaps, to fome 
melancholy rural rec'efs ; and there, like my Lady 
Grax:e in the play, (it, penfive, and alone, under 
a green tree. Your long experienced goodnefs, 
and that tender regard which you have always ex- 
prefied for my eafe and fatisfaAion, encourage me 
thus freely to expoftulate with you on an affair of 
fo great importance. If, howe^'er, after all, you 
ihall judge the inequality of our age aninfufficient 
plea in my favour, and that want of affection for 
a hufb'and is but a trifle, where there is a large 
fortune, and a coach and fix to throw into the 
fcale ; if, in fhort, you fliall lay your peremptory 
commands upon me to relign up all my real hap* 
pinefs and peace of mind for the vanity of living 
m pomp and grandeur, I am ready to fubmit to 
your fuperior' judgment. Give me leave, how- 
ever,, to obferve, that it is impoflible for me^ever 
to love the man into whofe arms I am to be thrown : 
and that my compliance with fo detefVed a propo«. 
iition is nothing'more than the refult of the mod: 
inviolable duty to a father, who never made the 
lead attempt before to thwart the inclinations of 

His ever obedient daughtci!;. 
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L E T T E R IX. 

From a young lady to a gentUman that courted her^ 
whom Jhc could not like^ hut was forced by her 
parents to receive his vifitSy and think of none 
elfe for her hujband. 

S I R, 

TT is a very ill return which I make to the re- 
■* fpcdi: you have for me, when I acknowledge to 
you, that though the day of our siarriage is ap- 
pointed, I am incapable of loving you. You may 
have obferved, in the long converfation we have 
had at thofe times that we were left together, that 
fomp fecret hung upon my mind. I was obliged 
to an ambiguous behaviour, and durd not reveal 
inyfelf farther, becaufe my ittother, from a clofet 
near the place where we lat, could both hbar and 
fee our converfation. I have flricl commands from 
both my parents to receive you, and an undone 
for ever except you will be fo kind and generous 
as to rcfufe me. Confider, Sir, thp mifery of bc« 
flowing yourfelf upon one, who can have no pro- 
fpeA of happinefs but from your death. This is a 
confeiTion nfade, perhaps, with an oiFenfive Once- 
rity ; but that condud is much to be preferred to 
a fecret diflike, which could not but pall all the 
fweets of life, by impodng on you a companion 
that dotes and languifhes for another. I will not 
go fo far as to fay my pafiion for the gentleman, 
whofe wife I am by promife, would lead me to 
any thing criminal againCl your honour. I know 
it is dreadful enough to a man of your fenfe to 
expeft nothing but forced civilities in return for 
tender endearments, and cold efteem for unrefer- 
ved love. If you will^ .on this occafion, let Rea- 
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fon take place of Paflioii, -I doubt not but Fats 
has in (lore for you fomc worthier objedt of your 
afFedion, in recoropence of your goodnefs to the 
•nly woman that could be infeniible of your mt* 
xit« I am,. 

S I R, ' 

Your moft humble fervant, 

M. H*. 

LETTER X. 

From a young lady to a gentleman 'who courts her^ 
and luhomjhe fufpeSls of infidelity^ , 

s I :i, 

nnHE freedom and fincerity with which I have at 
•^ all times laid open my heart to you, ought ^to 
have fome weight in my claim to a return of the 
fame confidence : but I have reafon to fear, that 
the beft of men do not always ad as they ought. 
I write to you what it would be impoflible to fpeak: 
but, before! fee you, I de(ire you will either ex- 
plain your condudt laft night, or confefs that you- 
have ufed me not as I have defcrved of you. 

It is^in vain to deny that you took pains to re- 
commend yourfelf to Mifs Peacock : your earnefl- 
nefs of difcourfe alfo ftiowed me that you were no> 
ftranger to her. I defire to know. Sir, what fore 
of acquaintance you'can wifli to have with another 
perfon of charader,. after making me believe that 
you wifhed to be married to me. I write very . 
plainly to you, becaufe I exped a plain anfwer. 
I am not apt to be fufpicious, but this was too 
particular; and I mud be either. blind or indiffe- 
rent to overlook it. Sir, I am neither; though, 
perhaps, it v/ould be better for me if 1 were one 
or the other. 

I am yom**s^ &c. 
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• LETTER XT. 

From a gentleman engaged to a lady^ who had been 
feen talking to another^ In anjwer to the for e* 
going. 

My dcarcft Jenny, 

VTTHAT can have put it into your thoughts to 
^^ be fufpicious of me, whofc heart and foul you 
know are truly your*s, and whofe whole thoughts 
and wiihes are but on you ? Sweet quarrel) er, you 
know this. What afternoon have I fpent from 
you ? or whom did you ever fee me fpeak to with- 
out diflafte, when it prevented my talking with 
you ? 

You know how often you have cautioned me 
not to fpeak to you before your, uncle ; and you 
knew he was there. But you do well to abufe me 
for being too obedient to your commands ; for I 

fromife you, you (hall never get any other caufe, 
thought it moft prudent to be feen talking with 
another, when it was my 43unnefs not fo much as 
to look at you. Mifs Peacock is a very old ac- 
quaintance : (he knows my perfed devotion to you, 
and fh^ very well knew all that civility and ear- 
neftnefs of difcourfe about nothing was pretended. 
I write to you before I come, becaufe you com- 
manded me; but I will make you afk my pardon 
ID a few minutes for robbing me of thofe few which 
might have been pafTed with you, and which it has 
taken to write this letter. My fweetefl quarrel- 
ler, I am coming to you. After this never doubt 
but that I am 

V Yotir's moft truly. 
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LETTER XII. 

FrQm a gentleman to a lady^ nuhQm he accufes %f 

inconfiancy. 

Madam, 

"YOU muft not be furprifcd at a letter in the 
-^ place of a vifit from one who cannot but have 
reafon to believe it may ealily be as welcome as 
his company. 

You mould not fuppofe, if lovers have loft their 
fight, that their fenies are all baniflied : and if I 
refufe to believe my eyes, when they (how me your 
inconftancy, you muTl not wonder that I cannot 
flop my ears againft the accounts of it. . Pray let 
us underftand one another properly ; for I am 
afraid we are deceiving ourfelvei all this while. 
Am I a perfon whom you efteem, whofe fortune 
you do not defpife, and whofe preteniions you en- 
courage? or am 'I a troubleiom^ coxcomb, who 
fancies myfelf particularly received by a woman 
who only laughs at me ? If I am the latter, you 
treat me as I deferve ;' and I ought to jgdn with 
you in faying I deferve it : but if it b.e other wife, 
and you receive me, as I think you do, as a per- ^ 
fon you intend to marry, (for it is beft to be plain 
on thefe occafions,) for Heaven's fake, what is the 
meaning of that univerfal coquetry in public, 
where every fool flatters you, and you are pleafed 
with the meaneft of them ? And what can be the 
meaning that 1 am told you, laft night in particu- 
lar, was an hour with Mr Marlow, and are fo 
wherever you meet him, if I am not in company ? 
Both of us. Madam, you cannot think of ; and I 
fhotild be forry to imagine that^ when I had given 
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you my heart fo entirely, I fhared your's witfr 
any body. 

I have faid a great deal too ranch to you, and' 
yet I am tempted to fay more: but I fhall be filenn 
I beg you will anfiver this, and I think I have a 
right to exped that you do it gcncroufly and fair- 
ly. Do not raiftake what is the effed of the di- 
ftradion of my heart for want of refped to you. 
While I vvrite this, I dote upon you, but I cannot 
bear to be deceived where all my happinefs is cen- 
tcredi 

Your mofl unhappy, &c. 

LETTER XIII. 

From a lady to her lover ^ who /u/pe^ed her of re- 
ceivtng the addrejfes of another. In anjvjer t9 
the above^ 

S I R^ 

TF I did not make all the allowances you defire 
•*■ in the end of your letter, 1 ftould not anfwer 
you at all. But although I am really unhappy to 
find you are fo, and the more to find myfelf to be 
the occafion, I can hardly impute the unkindnefs 
and incivility of your letter to the iingle caufe you 
would have me. However, as 1 would not be fuf* 
pefted of any thing that fhould jullify fuch treat-* 
ment from you, I think it ncceffary to inform yoti,. 
that what you have heard has no more foundation 
than what you have feen : however, I wonder that 
other eyes fhould not be as eafy alarmed as your*s; 
for, inftead of being blind, believe me. Sir, you 
fee more than there rs. Perhaps, however, their 
light may be as much ftiarpened by unprovoked 
malice as your's by undeferved fufpicion. 

yyj&arever may be the end of this difpute, (for I 



LETTER.WRI TER. 105 

do not think fo lightly of lovers' quarrels as manj 
^o,} I think it proper to inform you, that I never 
have thought favourably of any one but yourfelf ^ 
and I ihall add, that, if the fault of your temper^ 
which I once little fufpeded,^ fliould make me fear 
you too much to marry, you will not fee me in 
that {late with any other, nor courted by any man 
in the world. 

I did not know that the gaiety of my temper 
gave you uneafinefs ; and you ought to have told 
me of it with lefs feverity* If 1 am particular in 
it, I am afraid it is a fault in my natural difpoii* 
tion : biit I would have taken fome pains to get 
the better of that, if I had known it was difagree- 
able to you. I oughtj to refent this treatment 
more than I do, but do not Infult my weaknefs on 
that head ; for a fault of that kind would want the 
excufe this has for my pardon, and might not be 
fo eafily overlooked, though I fhould wiih to do it. 
I fhould fay I will not fee you to-day, but you have 
an advocate that pleads for you much better than 
you do for yourfelft I deiire you will firft look 
carefully over this letter, for my whole heart is 
in it^ and then come to me. 

Your*s, &c, , 

LETTER XIV. 

From a young trade/man to a lady^ ivhom he had 

fccn in public. 

Madam, 

pERHAPS you will not be furprifed to receive 
*■• a letter from a per fon who is unknown to yon, 
when you refledl how likely fo charming a face 
may be to create impertinence; and i perfuade 
nyfelf, that, when you remember where you fat 
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laft night at the playhoufe, you will not need to 
be told this comes from the perfon who was juil 
before you. 

In the firft place. Madam, I afk pardon for the 
liberty I then tool^ of looking at you, and for the 
greater liberty I now take in writing to you. But, 
after this, I beg leave to fay, that ray thoughts 
are honourable, and to inform you who I am ; I 
fhall not pretend to be any better : I keep a ihop. 
Madam, in Henri etta-ftreet ; and, though but two 
years in trade, I have a tollerable cuCtom. I do 
not doubt but it will increafe, and I fhall be able 
to do fomething for a family. If your inclinations 
are not engaged, I fliould be very proud of the 
honour of waiting on you; and, in the mean time, 
if you pleafe to delire ..any friend to afk my cha- 
rafter in the neighbourhood, I believe it will not 
prejudife you againil. 

Madam, 

Your moft humble fervant. 

LETTER XV. 

From a relation of the lady, in an/wer to the above. 

SIR, 

'X'HERE has come into my hands a letter, which 
"■■ you wrote t« Mils M^ia Stebbing. She is 
a relation of mine, and is a very good girl ; and I 
dare fay you will not think the worfe of her for 
confulting her friends in fuch an affair- as that you 
wrote about : beddes, a woman could not well 
anfwer fuch a letter herfelf, unlefs it was with 
a full refufal, and that fhe would have been wrong 
to have done, until (he knew fomething of the 
perfon that wrote it^ as wrong as to have encou* 
jaged hixD* - 



LETTER.WRITER. 107 

You fcem very finccre and open'in your deflgns; 
Sind as you gave permilTion to inquire about you 
among your neighbours, I, being the nearefl friend,, 
'did that for her. I have heard a ver/good account 
of you ; and, from all that I fee, you may be ve* 
ry fuitable for one another. She has fome fortune ; 
and -I fhall tell you farther, that ihe took notice of 
you at the play, and does not feem perfedlly averfe 
to feeing you in the prefence of 

Your humble fervant, A. H. 

LETTER XVI. 

From a lover who had caufe of difpleafure^ and dc'^ 
t ermines never to fee the lady again. 

Madam, 

nPHERE was a time when if any one (hould have 
■*'^ told me that I fhould ever have written to 
you fuch a letter as I am now writing, I would as 
foon have believed that the earth would have burft 
afunder, or that I fhould fee ftars falling to the 
ground, or trees and mountains riiing to the hea- 
vens. Byt there is nothing too flrange to happen* 
One thing would have appeared yet more impof- 
iible than my writing it, which is, that you (hould 
liave given me the- caufe tahave written it, and 
yet diat has happened. 

Tht purpofe of this is to tell you. Madam, that 
I (hafU never wait on you again. You will truly 
know what I make myfelf AiiFer when I impofe 
this command upon my own heart ; but I would 
not tell you of it, if it were not too much deter- 
mined to me. for have a poffibility of changing my 
refolution. 

It gives me fome pleafure that you will feel no 
imealinefs for this^ . though I ibould alfo have been 
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very avcrfc fomc time ago even tp have imagined 
that ; but you know where to employ that atten- 
tion of which I am not worthy the whole, and 
with a part I fhall not be contented. I was a wit- 
nefs,» Madam, yeflerday of your behaviour to Mr. 
Henley. I had often been told of this, but 1 have 
rcfufed to lifteh to it. I fuppofed your heart no 
more capable of deceit than my own : but I ,can- 
not difbelieve what I have been told on fuch au- 
thority, when my 'own eyes confirm it. Madam, 
I take ray leave of you, jmd beg you will forget 
there ever was fuch a man as 

Your humble fervant. 

LETTER XVn. 
I, 

From a young lady to her father^ acquainting him 
with the addrejjes of a young trade/man* 

. , Honoured Sir, 

T THINK it my duty to acquaint you, that a gen- 
■*• tleman of this town, by name Wills, and bufi- 
nefs a Ihien-draper, has mad^ fome overtures to 
my coufin Harcourt, in the way of courtfhip to 
me. My coufin has brought him once or twice 
into my company, which he could not well decline 
doing, bopaufe he has dealings with him, and has 
a high opinion of him and his circumflances. He 
has been fet up three years, has very good bull- 
nefs, and lives in credit and fafhion. He is about 
twenty-fevcn years old, a likely man enough, feems 
not to want fenfe or manners, and is come of a 

food family. He has broke his mind to me, and 
oa(ls how well he can maintain me. Though, I 
alTurc you. Sir, I have given him no encourage- 
ment ; but told him that 1 had no thoughts of 
changing my condition yet a-while, and (hould nc« 
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VtT think of it but in obedience to my parents.'^ 
therefore defircd him to ulk no more on that fub- 
jedt to me : yet he refolvee to perfcvere^ and pre* 
tends extraordinary affedion and efteem. I would 
not, Sir^ by any means omit to acquaint you with 
tbe4>^inning of an aBair, which it would be want 
of duty in me to conceal from you, aud iifow a 
guilt and difobedience unworthy of the kind in* 
dulgence and aiFedion you have always fliewn to^ 
SI R, 

Your nioft dutiful slaughter. 

My humble duty to my honoured mother ; love 
to my brother and (ifler ; and refpecls to all 
friends. Couiin Harcourt, and his wife and 
fifter, deiire their kind refpeAs. I cannot 
write enough of their civility to me. 

LETTER XVIII. 

Her faiher'^s ^njfh)ery on a fuppojition ihat i)t A^r 
n^t approve ofihe young fnan*s aidrtfiu 

Dear PoHy> 

I* HAVE received your letter^, dated the 4th inft. 
''- wherein you acquaint me of the propofals made 
to you^ through your CouHn Harcourt'i recom- 
inendation, by one Mr. Wills. I hope* as you 
aflure me, that you have given no encouragement 
to him; for I by no. means approve of him foi; 
your hulband. I have inquired of one of his townf- 
men^ ^fao knows him and bis circumftances very 
well, and I am neither pleafed with them nor with 
his charader ; and wonder my coufin would fo in* 
confiderately recommend him to you. Indeed I 
doubt not of Mr. Harcourt's good intentions ; but 

K 
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I infift upon it, that you think nothing of the mat* 
tcr, if you would oblige 

Your indulgent father, 

Your mother gives her blefling to you, and joins 
with me in the above advice. Your brother 
and fifter, and all friends, fend their love and 
rcfpecls to you, 

LETTER XIX. 

' Th^ father* s anfwer^ on a fuppo/ition that he does 
approve o/. the young man^s addrejjes. 

My dear Daughter, 

I 

TN anfwer to your's of the 4th indant, relating 
'"*■ to the addrelTes of Mr. Will's, 1 would have 
you ^either wholly encourage nor difcourage his 
fiiit; for if, on inquiry into his character and cir- 
cumOances, I ihali find that they are anfwerable 
to your. couGn's good opinion of them, and his 
own affurarices, I know not but his fuit may be 
worthy of attention. But, my dear, confider that 
men arc deceitful, and always put the beft fide 
outward? ; and it may poflibly, on ilrid inquiry, 
•which the nature and importance of the cafe de* 
maiids, come out. far otherwifc than it at prefent 
appears. Let me advife you, therefor^, to adt in 
tnis matter with great prudence, and that you 
make not yonrfelf too cheap; for men are apt to 
Htght what is too eaiily ootained. Your couiin 
will give him hope enough, while you don't abfo- 
lutely deny him : and, in the mean time, he may 
be told, that you are not at your own difppfal, 
but entirely refolved to abide by my determina- 
tion and diredlion in an affair of this great import- 
aoce; dnd this will put him upon applying to me^ 
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•who, you need not doubt, will in this cafe, as in 
all others, ftudy your good, as becomes 

Your indulgent father. 

Your mother gives her blcfling to you, and joins 
with me in tjie above advice. Your brother 
and filler, and all friends, fend their love and 
refpefts to you, 

LETTER XX. 

A f/iodejt Iftver dejiring an aunt^s favour to him for 

her niece. 

Good Madaniy^ 

T HAVE feveral times, when 1 have been happy 
f- in the company, of your good niece, thought to 
bavc fpokon my mind^ and to declare to her the 
true value and afie£tion I have for her ;. but juit 
as I have been aj^out to fpeak, my fears have van- 
gujrA^ed my hopes, and I have been obliged to fuf* 
pend my deiign*^ I have thrown out feveral hints,, 
that I thought would have led the way to a fuller 
difclofing of the fecret that is too big for ray 
brfait; and yet, when I am near her^. it is too 
^nportant for utterance. Will you be fo good^ 
Madam, to break the way for me,, if I am ndc 
wholly difapproved off by you, and prepare hef 
dear mind for a declaration that Lmull make, and 
yet know not how to begin.— -My fortune and 
expedations ma(ke me hope that I may not on thefe 
accounts be deemed unworthy. And could I,., by 
half a line from your hand, hope that there is ca 
other bar, I iliould be enabled to build on fo dc- 
firable a foundation, and to let your niece know' 
bow much my happinefs depends upon her favour. 

K 2 
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Excufe, good Madam, I fiefeech you, this trouble^ 
and prefuraptuous requeft, from 

Your obliged bumble fervant^ 

LETTER XXI. 

Tbf auni*s anjhaer^ fift^^g ^^c gentleman dfferve^ 

encouragement. 

S I R^ 

T CANNOT fay I have any diflike, as to my own 
^ part^ to your propofal, or your manner of ma- 
king it, whatever my niece may have y becaufe 
diffidence is generally the companion of merit, and 
a token of refpe£t. She is a perfon of prudence^ 
and all her friends are fo thoroughly convinced of 
it, that her choice will have the weight it deferves 
with us all : fo I cannot fay what will be the event 
of your declaration to her; yet, fo far as I may 
take upon myfelf to do, I will not deny your re* 
queft 9 but, on her return to-morrow, will break 
theJce, as you deflre, not doubting your honour^ 
and the fincerity of your profeffions ; and I fhall 
tell her, moreover, what I think of the advances 
you make* I believe ihe has had the prudence to 
keep her heart entirely difengaged, becaufe fhe 
would other wife have told m«; and is not fo mean- 
iplrited as to be able to return tyranny and infult 
^r true value, when (he is properly convinced of 
it. Whoevef has the happmefs (permit me, tho^ 
her relation, to call it fo) to meet with- her fsi- 
vour, will find this her charafter; and that it is 
not owing to the fond prtiality of, Sir, 

Your friend and fervant. 
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LETTER XXII. 

From a refpeclful lover to his mijlrefu- 

Dear MadarOj 

T HAVE long ftrnggled with the moft honourable- 
-^ and refoectfiil palfion that ever filled the heafc 
of man; I have often tried to reveal it perfonally, 
as often in this way; but never till now could 
prevail upon my fears and doubts. I can no Ion* 
ger flruggle with a fecret that has given me fo 
inuch torture to kecp^ and j^et hitherto more whea 
i have endeavoured to reveal it. I never enters 
tain the hope of feeing you without rapture; but 
when I have thlt plcafiu-e, inflead of being anima- 
ted, as r ought, I am utterly confounded. What- 
can this be owing to, but ^a diffidence in my felf, 
and an exalccd- opinion of your worthinefe ? And 
is^ not this. a ftrong token of ardent love ? Yet, if. 
it be, how various is the tormenting paflionin it^' 
operations! fince fomc it; infpires with* cour;»ge, 
while others it' deprives of all neceflary confidence, 
lean only afTure you, Madam, that tbe> heart o£ 
man never conceived a ftronger or iincerer palfion 
than mine for you. If my reverence for you is 
my crime, I ara^fure it has been ray fofficient pun- 
jfhment. I need not fay my deligns and motives 
are honourable. Who xiare approach fo much vir- 
tuous excellence with a fu})pofition that fiich an 
alTurance is' neceflary ?' What my fortune is, is 
well known, . and I am ready. ,to ftand the teft of 
the nxidleft inquiry. Condefcend^' Madam, to em- 
bolden, my relpcOTul paflion by- one* favourable 
line, that if •wliat.I here prof eft, ^d/hopc further 
to have an opportunity to afTure you of, be found • 
to be^uoqueilionably true, then^ I hope, my haoif^- 
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ble addrefs will nfot quite be unacceptable to you ^ 
9Uid thus you will for ever oblige^ dear Madam^ 
Your affe^ionate admirer, 

and devoted fervanu 

LETTER XXIIL- 
The anfivetm 



I 



S I Rt 

F modefty be the great eft glory in our fcx, fiir^ 
ly it cannot be bUmeworthy in yours. For 
owp part, I niufl think it the moft amiable 
qualky either man or woman can poflefs. Nof 
can there be^ in my opinion^ a true refpect where 
there 19 not a diffidence of- ,one*s own merit, and 
an high opinion of the perfon's we efteem. 

To fay more on this occaiion would little be* 
eome mei to ia»y lefs would look as if I knew not 
liow^to pay^rifiit regard to modeft merit which mo-^ 
deft merit only defervcs. 

You, Sir, beft know your o^wn heart ; and if 
you are fincere and generous^ will receire, as you 
ttoght^ this frankne& from^ 8ir, 

Your kimble fervant,, 

LETTER XXIV. 

a 

jtgenitemoM to a hiy^ frt^fc^^ an averjlon t& die 
tedious formaiity in courtfhip* 

Dear MacTam^ 

1 REMEMBER that one of tire Aneients^ m de- 
, fcribing ^ yeutli in love, fays, be hn. either 
inttotai .eoougb t&.fpeakj fi^r to boM Us tonruei 
IftUs he a jtft dcfcriptiox^ fbe Sliterity oinqp 
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paflion will admit of no difpute : and whenever ia 
your company J behave like a fool^ forget not that\ 
you atre anfwerable for ray incapacity. Having 
Iliads bold to declare this much, I muft prefumc^ 
to fay, that a favourable reception of this will, i 
am certain, make me more worthy of your notices 
but your difdain would be what I believe myfelt 
incapable ^ver to furmount. To try by idle falla- 
cie$, and airy compliments, to prevail on your 
judgment, is a folly for any man to atten^^t who 
knows you. No, Madam, your good fenfe ancl 
endowments have raifed you far above theneceili* 
ty of pra^illng the mean artifices which prevail 
upon the lefs deferving of your fex : you arc not 
to be fo lightly deceived ; and, if you were,^ give 
mc leave to fay, I fhould not think you deferving 
of the trouble that would attend fuch an attempts . 
This, I mull own, is no faihionable letter froni 
one who, I am fure, loves up to the great eft hero 
of romances but as I would hope, that the hap*^ 
pinefs I fue for fhould be lading, it is certainly 
BEioft eligible to takeno (lep to procure it but what 
will bear refledion; for I fhould be happy to fee 
you mine,. even when we have both outlived the 
tafte of every thing that has not virtue and reafoD 
to fupport it. I am, Madas^ not wicbAanding thi| 
Uttpolifhed addrefs, 

^ Your moft refpeftful admirer. 

And obedient humble iervant^ 

LETTER XXV. 

Tie hdfsanfuiiryenamraging a farther declaratiank. 

SIR, 

T AM very Httle in Uve with the fafhionable me- 
^ thods of courtlhip : imceritj with me is pr^er* 
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able to complimeftts ; yet I fee no reafon wli^r 
common decency fhould be difcarded. There is* 
fomething fo odd in your llyle, that when I know 
whether you are in jeft or earncft 1 fhall belefs at 
z lofs to anfwer you. Mean time, as there is a- 
bundant room for rifing, rather than linking, in* 
your coniplaifance, yow may poflibly have chofen 
wifely to begin firft at the lower, if this be the 
cafe, I know not what your fucceeding addreffes* 
ftViy produce; but I tell you fairly, that your pre- 
: ftwit makes no great impreflion, yet, perhaps, as 
much as you intend on 

Your hun^ble fervant,^ 

LETTER XXVL 

2Kir gentleman* s~.reply^ more Dpenly declaring his' 

pajfioh; 

• ' •• " 

DearM'adamv 

NOW 1 have the hope of being not more dcl^ 
jwfed for my acknowledged affection, I declare 
tt) you, with all the linccrity of a man of honour, 
tbat 1 hav« long had a mod lincere palfion for you; 
but I have feen gentlemen 'ledfuch dances, w|ien 
they have given up their affedions to the lovely 
tyrants of their hearts, and could not help them- 
felves, that r had no. courage to-begin an addrefs 
in. the ufual forms, even to you, of whofc good 
fenfe and generoiity I^^neverthelefs.had a good o<« 
pinion. You have favoured me with a few lines, 
which r moO: kindly thank you for. Ahd I do 
aflure you, Madam^ if you will be pleafed to eu- 
ooiirage my honourable fuit, you fhall haye fo jtift 
an account of my circumflances and pretendons, . 
as^.I hope, will entitle, me to ypur favour in the 
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boi^otirable light in which I prbfeft myfdfi dear 
MadaiD, 

Your mod obliged and faithful admiren 
. Be fo good as to favour me with one line more 
to encourage my perfonal attendance, if not dif- 
agreeable. 

LETTER XXVn. 

TielaJyj aft/v>erto his reply^ putting the matter 9n 

ajkdden IJfut. 

SIR, 

AS we are both fo well inclined' to avoid unnip- 
*^ ceilary trouble, as well as unneceflary complin 
ments, I think proper to acquaint yon, tliar Mr 
Dunford, of W inctiefter, has the management of 
all my affairs ; and is a man of fuch probity and 
honour, that I do nothing in any matters of eonfe^^ 
quence without him. I have no diflike to your per- 
fon ; and if you approve of what Mr Dunford caa 
acquaint you with in relation to me, and I approve 
of bis report in your favour, I fhall be far from 
ihowing any eentleinan that 1 have either an iafo^. 
lent or a fordid fpirit, efpecially to fuch as do m« 
the honour of their good opinio^. 
Jtnd^vcr. I am, Sir, 

. Your humble fervant. 

LETTER XXVIIL 

A facetious young lady, to her aunt^TiJicuting hetf 

ferious lover. 

Dear Aunit, 

T AM much obliged to you for the kindnefs youf 
^ int^ded m^ in recommending^ Mr Richards to 
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i»e for a hufband : but I muft be fo free to tell youv 
be is a man no ways fuited to my inclination. I 
dcfpife, it is true, the idle rants of romance ; but I 
am inclinable to think there may be an extreme on 
the other fide of the cjueftion. 

The firfl; time the honed man came to fee me, 
in the way you was pleafed to put into his head, 
was one Sunday after fermon-time. He began 
M'ith tellingme, what T found at my finger-ends^ that 
it was very cold ; and politely bJowed upon his. t 
immediately perceived that his paffion for me could 
not keep him warm ; and, in complaifance to your 
recomiiicndarion, conduced him to. the fire-fide. 
After ha had pretty well rubbed heat into his hands 
l^e flood up with his back to the fire, and, with his 
bands behind him, held up his .coat, that be might 
l^e warm all over ^ and looking about him, afked', 
with the tranc^uillity of a man a twelvemonth mar- 
X-ied, and juft come off a journey, hQvv all friends 
did in the country ? I faid, I hoped very well j but 
would be glad to warm my fingers. Cry mercy^ 

Madam I^ ^And then he ihufned a little further 

from the fire ; and after two or three bems^ and a 
long pauCe" ■ * 

I have heard, (ays he, a mod excellent fermon 
juft now. Dr Thomas, is a fine inan truly : Did 
you ever hear him, Madam ? No, Sir ; I generally 

fo to my. own parifh-chur^B. That is right. Ma- 
am, to be Aire. What was your fubjeft to-day ? 
The Pbarifee and the Publican, Sir. A very good 
one truly :'Dr Thomas wouldhave made fine work 
upon that fubjcdl. His text to day was, ** Evil 
*^ communications corrupt good manners." A 
good fubjed. Sir ; I doubt not but the Doftor made 
a fine difcourfe upon it. O ay. Madam, he cannot 
make a bad one upon any fubject. 

I rung for the tea-kettle ; for thought I, we 
jfcall have all th^. heads of tbefermon immediately. 
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At tea he gave me an a:ccount of all the religi- 
ous focieties unafked, and bow many boys they 
4iad put out 'prentices, and girls they had taught 
to knit and fing pfalms. To all which I gave a 
nod of approbation, and was juft able to fay, (for 
I began to be moft horribly in the vapours,) it was 
a very excellent charity. O ay. Madam, faid he 
again, (for that is his word I find,) a very excel- 
lent one truly ; it is fnatching fo many brands out 
of the fire. You are a contributor, Sir, I doubt 
not, O ay, Madam, to be fure ; every good ipan 
would contribute to fuch a worthy charity, to be 
fure. No doubt. Sir, a blefling attends upon all 
who promote fo worthy a defign. O ay, Ma.dam, 
no doubt, as you fay ; I am fure I have found it ; 
bleifed be God ! and then he twang'd his nofe, and 
lifted up his eyes, as if in an ejaculation. 

O, my good aunt, what a man is here for a huf- 
"band ! At laft came the happy moment of his tak- 
ing leave ; for I would not afk him to Hay fupper ; 
and, moreover, he talked of going to a lecture at 
St Helens. And then (though I had an bpportuui- 
ty of faying little more than Yes, 'and No, all the 
time ; for he took the vapours he had put ipe into 
for devotion, or gravity 5 at leaft I beHeve fo) he 
preffed my hand looked frightfully kind, and gave 
tne to underflrand, as a mark of his favour, that if, 
upon, further converfation and inquiry into my 
character, he (hould happen to like me as well as 
he did from my behaviour and perfon, why, truly, 
I need not fear, in time, being bleflfed with him for 
my hufband ! 

This, my good aunt, may be a mighty fafe way 
of travelling towards the land of matrimony, as 
far as I know ; but I cannot help wilhingfor a lit- 
tle more entertainment on our journey. I am 
willing to believe Mr Richards an hoheft man, 
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but am, at the fame timey afraid bis religious turli 
of temper, however in itfelf commendable, would 
better fuit with a woman wbo. centers all defert in 
a folemn appearance, than with, dear aunt, 

' Your greatly obliged kinfwoman. 

LETTER XXIX. 

'Her aunt^s an/wer, rebuking her ludicrous turn 

of mind. 

Dear Child, 

T AM forry you think Mr Richards founfuitabla 
^ a lover. He is a ferious, fober, good man ; and 
furely, when ferioufnefs and fobriety make a necef- 
fary part of the duty of a good hulband^ a good 
father, and a good mafter of a family, thofe cha* 
riders ihould not be the fubje£l of ridicule, to per« 
fons of our fex efpecially, who wpuld reap advan* 
tages from them. But he talks of the weather 
when he firft fees you, it feems ; and would you 
have had him diredtly fall upon the fubjedt of love 
the moment he beheld you t 

He vifited you juft after the fermon on a Simday; 
and was it fo unsuitable for him to let you fee that 
the duty of the day had made proper imprelfions 
upon him ? 
. His turn for promoting the religious focietieS| 

' wtuch you fpeak fo flightly of, deferves more re* 
gard from .every good perfon ; for that fame turn is 
a kind of fecurity to a woman, that he who had a 
benevolent and religious heart could oot make a 
bad man^ or a bad hufband. To put out poor boys 
to 'prentice, to teach girls to fing pfalms, would 
be with very few a fubjed for ridicule ; for he that 
was fo willing to provide, for the children of others 

4¥ould take /iili greater care for (lis oWu. 
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■ . • ■ 

He gave you tp undcrftand, that if Jiielijcedyour 
charader on inqyiry, as well as ygur .pcrfon and 
behaviour^ he fhould think himfelf very happy in 
fuch a wife : for that, I dare fay, was iiiorc like 
his language, than what you put in his mouth: 
And, let me tell you, it would have been a much 
ftranger fpeech, had fo cautious and ferious a man 
faid, Without a thorough knowledge of your cha- 
rad:er, that, at t,h? firft light, h^.vvas over head and 
ears in love with you, 

I think, allowing for the ridiculous turn your 
airy wit gives to this firft viiit, that, by your own, 
account, he afted like a prudent, ferious and wprr 
thy man, as he' is, and like one who. thought flailiy 
compKments beneath him in Jlq ferious an afiagr 
as this 

' J think, dear ii\ecc, this not only a juighty fafc 
way, as you call it, of travelling towards the lan4 
of matrimony, but to the land of happing, witli 
refpea as well to the next world as this. And it 
is to be hoped, that the bettjcr entertainment yo.u 
fo much wifli for on yo\ir journey may hot* lead you 
too much out of your y^ay, and divert yjour'min^ 
from the principal view which you Plight to liave 
at your journey's end. 

In fhorr, I fliould rather have wi^fli.ed that you 
could bring your mind nearer to his ttandard thai 
that he fhould bring down his to your level. An^ 
you would have found more fatisfaftion in it thaa 
you iihag4ne, "could you have brouglu yourfclf to 
fL little more of that foienin appearance, w}iicb 
you treat fo lightly, ^nd \yhich, 1 4^nk, in him is 
much more than m,ere appearance. 

Upon the whole, dear niece, I arp forry.that a 
woman of virtue and morals, as you are, ibonld 
treat fo ludicroufly a ferious ^pd .piovis frame pf 
niind^ in w age yi^h^rein gooil e^uipples arc'fo 

1. 
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rare, and fo much wanted; though at the fame 
time, I am far from offering to prefcribe to you in 
fo arduous an affair as a hufband ; and wifh you, 
and Mr Richards too, (ince you are fo differently 
difpofed, matched more fuitable to each other's 
mind than you are likely to be together: For I am, 

Your .truly aS^dUonate aunt. 

LETTER XXX. 

Afallon to his Jweetheart. 

My dear Peggy, 

T F you think of me talf fo often, as I do of you* 
•■• it will be every hour; for you are never ou^ 
of my thoughts; and when I am afleep, I con" 
fhintly dream of my dear Peggy. I wear my hal* 
bit of gold always at my heart tied to a blue rib* 
bon round my neck; for* true blue, my deareft- 
love, is a coluor of colours to me. Where, my 
dearell, do you put your*s ? I hope yon are care- 
ful of it : for it would be a bad omen to lofe it. 

I hope you hold in the fame mind ftill, my dear-.* 
eft dear ; for God will never blifs you if you break' 
the vows^ yoii have made to me. As to your ever 
faithful William, I would fooner have my heart 
torn from my breaft than it fhould harbour a wifh 
for any other woman befides my Peggy. Oh, my 
deareft love ! you are the joy of my life ! my 
thoughts are all of you ; you are with we in all I 
do ; and my hopes and my wifhes are only to be 
yaur*s. God fend it may be fo ! 

Our captain talks of failing foon for England ; 

and then, and then, my deareft Peggy ! O 

bow I rejoice, how my heart beats with delight, 
that makes me, I cannot tell how^ when I tlunk of 
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arriving at England, and joining; hands with my Peg- 
gy, as we hi^ve our hearts before^ I hope ! I am- 
fure 1 fpeak for one. 

John Arthur, in the good (hip Elifebath, Cap- 
tain Winterton, which is returning to England, as 
I hope we fhall foon, promifes to deliver this into 
your own dear band ; and he will bring you, too, 
(i^ bottles of citron water, as a token of my love* 
It is fit for the fined lady*s tafte, it is fo good 5 
and is, what they fay, ladies drink when they can 
get it. 

John fays, he will have one fwcet kifs of my 
dearefl Peggy for his care and pains« So let him, 
my bed love ; for I am not of a jealous temper. 
I have a better opinion of my deareft than fo.— 
But, oh ! that I was in his place ! — One kifs (hould 
not fcrve my turn, though I hope it may his. 
Yet if he takes two, I will forgive him; one for 
me and one for himfelf. For I love John dearly ; 
and fo you may well think. Well, what dial I I 
fay more J — -or rather, what fliall I fay next ? For 
I havi^ an hundred things crouding in upon me 
wheiA^write to my deared ; and a)as I one has fo 
few importunities ! but yet I muft leave off; fqrl 
have written to the bottom of my paper. Love 
then to all friends^ and duty to both our mothers. 
Conclude me^ 

Your faithful lover till deaths 

LETTER XXXI. 
J£tranjwet\ 

Dear William, 

"pOR fo I may call you, now we are fiire, and lo 
•■• my mother fays. This is to let you know, that 
nothing fhall prevail upon me to alter xsl^ ^^^^^ss^"^ 

la a 
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-midc to y6*rf wftfeiSf Wc parreS^; >^ith heavy hear Car 
Enough, that fe true ; sinrf yet I had a little inklmg 
given mc^ that Mr Alford's fon, the carpenter, 

. ^frduld be glad to make love- to me : but do you 
think I would fufFer it ? no,' indeed ! for I doubt 
not yotir loyalty to me ; and do you think I will 
not he as loyal to you ? — To be fure I Will. Theft 
ftriorsf run fuch fad chances, faid one, that you and 
I both know ; they may return, and they may not. 
WelJ, r wil^ f ruft in God for that, who has re- 
turned fafe to his ftiends their dear ^Billy fo manj^ 
a tinle jfnd, often; They wilf have a miftrefs in 
every laftd" they come to, fay they. All are noli 
fuch riaiiglity men, faid 1 ; and I will truft Billy 
Oliver all the world ovei^. For why cannot rtien 
be a'5f faithful as women, tro' ? And, for me, I ani 
fiirc no love iHalhever Wich fny heart but your's. 
God fetitf us a happy meeting ! Let who will 

- fpciik againft failors. they arc the glory and thjft 
fafeguard of the la'nd^ And what had become of 
Old England long ago but for them ? I am fure 
the kizy good for-nc thing landlubbers would ne- 
ver have protected us- from our cruel fo^. So 
fartors are and ever (hall be, efteemed by me ; and 
of all failors my dear Billy Oliver, Believe tllii 
truth froii, 

Your faithful, &c. 

P. 5. I had this letter writ in readinefs to fend 
. you, as I had opportunity. And the captain's 
lady undertakes to fend it with her's. That 
is very kind arid condefcending, is it not ? 
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LETTER XXXII. 

Mtfs^ Molly Smith; to her coujln^ giving her an ac-- 
count of a very remarkable tnjlance of envy im 
one of her acquaintancey who lived in the city 
of York. 

Dear Gonfiny 

T PROMISED, you know, to write to you, wfiea 
^ I bad any tbing to tell you ; and, as i think the 
following ftory very extraordinary, I was wiHing. 
to keep my word. 

Some time ago there came to* fettle in this city 
a lady, whofe naine is Difon. We all vitited her t 
but (he had fo deep a melancholy, arifing, as it 
appeared, from a fettled flate of ill health, that 
nothing we could do could afford her the lead 
relief, or make her cheerful. In this condition (he 
knguijhed amongfi us five years^ ftill continuing to 
grow worfe and worfc. 

We all grieved at her fate. Her flcfli wa& 
withered away; her appetite decayed by degrees,, 
till all food became naufeous to her iigbt; her 
firength failed ber ; her feet could not fupport her 
tottering body, lean and worn away as it was ; an4 
we hourly expeded her death. When at laft Ae 
one day called ber moil intimate friends to her bed- 
fide, and, as well as (be could,, fpoke to the follow*- 
ing purpofe : " 1 know you all pity me ; but, alasP 
** I am not fo much the objedt of your pity as your 
** contempt ; for all my mifery is of my own feek- 
** ing, and owing to the wickednefs of my own 
** mind. 1 bad two fifters, with whom I was bred 
** up; and I have all my lifetime been unhappy 
" for no other caufe but for their fiiccefs in the 
^ world. When we were yovm^ 1 <:wi\.^\^^'^e«x 
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. ** eat nor fleep in peace when they had either praife 
*' or pleafure. When we grew up td be women, 
** they were both foon married much to their fa- 
** tisfadHon: This galled mfe to the heart; and 
** though I had feveral good offers, yet, as I did not 
*', think thcrii in all rcfpeds eqcral to my fiflers^ I 
*^ would not accept them ; and yet was inwardly 
^ vexed to refufe them, for fear I fhould get no 
*' better. I generally deliberated fp long that I loft 
** my lovers, and then pined for that lofs. I ne- 
** ver wanted fbr driy thifig t and was in a fltuatiort 
** in which I might 'hJavi been happy if I plea fed. 
,** My fiftef s lo^eJihe vei-y ^ell ; for I concealed, 
** as n;uch as poffible, from them my odious envy ; 
^ ahd yet, nSver did any poor wretch le^d fo mi- 
** ftrable a life iai I have done ; for every blcfltng 
*^ ;lfey feiijoycd \^i a daggef to my heart. It is 
^* this envy thkt Has caufed all my ill health, has 
*' preyed upon riiy tei-y vitals, and will now bring 
** me to my grave." 

In a few days after this confeffion (he died ; and 

■ her words and death made fuch a ftrong impreilion 
6n fny mind that I could not help fending you this 
relation ; and begging yon, my dear Sukey, to re- 
xhember how careful wis ought to be to curb in 
0ur irtihds the very fir ft rifing of a paffion fo de- 
teftable slnd fo fatal, as this proved to poor Mrs 
Difon. i know I have no particular reafon for 

f* iving you this caution ; for I never faw any thing 
1 yOti biit what dcferved the love and efteem of, 

Yolil: e^6r affefiiionate coudn, 

M* Smith. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

The following letter is from an unknown lady to d 
young gentleman^ on whom Jhe had unfortunately 

.' fixed her dffeSiions: hut as Jhe never had it in her 
power to make^ any proper itfipreffions on him^ - or 
a better opportunity of having her inclinations 
Jignified to him^ Jhe wrote as follows. 

SIR, . ' 

I RELY, on your eoodnefs to redrcfs and conceal 
the misfortunes I now labour under; but, oh ! 
with what words fhall I declare a paflion which I 
bluih to own ? It is now a year and a half iince 
firft I faw, and (mull I fay ?) loved you, and fd 
long have I ftrove to forget you ; but frequent 
fights of what I could not but admire have made 
my endeavours prove vain. 1 dare not fubfcribe 
to this letter, leil it ihould fall into hands tteit maj^ • 
poilibiy expofe it ; but if you. Sir, have any curi* 
ofity to define or know who I am, I fhall 'be in tho 
ark to-morrow exactly at two o'clock. I cannot 
ut be under apprehenfions, left you ihould coma 
more out of curiofity than compallion; but, how* 
ever, that you may have fome notion of me^ if yqtl 
do come, 1 will give you a fhort defcription of my 
perfon, which is tall and flender, my eyes and- hair 
dark; perhaps you will think me vain when I tell 
you, that my perfon altogethei:. is what the flat- 
tering world calls handfome ; and as to my for«i , 
tune, 1 believe you will have no reafoh to find 
fault with it. I doubt you will think fuch a de- 
claration as this from a woman ridiculous; bur, 
you will confider, it is cuftom, not nature, that 
makes it fo. My' hand trembles fo^ while I writes^ 
that I belieVe you can hardly icisk *vu 
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LETTER XXXrVT. 

l[he gentleman did not give hhrnfetf the trouBle Ids 
meet the lady^ but took great pains to expofe ant 
ridicule her letter^ though ref roved for it by his^ 
acquaintance ; which coming to the lady^s knaiu^ 
ledge y Jhefent him the following* 

S I R^, 

yj" O U will the more eafily pardon this fecond- 
'"*• trouble from a flighted correfpondtehc^ whect 
I aflure you it fhall be the lad. 

A' pafflon Uke imne, i^iolent enough to break 
through cuftomary decorums^ cannot be fuppofed 
to grow calm at once ; but I hope I fhall undergo' 
ho feverer trials, or cenfures, than what I have 
done, by taking this opportunity of difcharging 
the remains of a tendernefs, which I have fo un- 
fortunately and imprudently indulged. I would 
not complain of your unkindnefs and want of gei^ 
Beroiity in expofing my letter, becaufe the man^ 
that is fo unworthy of a woman's love is too in* 
confiderate for her refentment; but T can't for* 
bear aiking you^ What could induce you to publiOr 
my letter, and fo cruelly to fport with the mifery^ 
of a perfon whom you knew nothing worfe of, thaa 
that fhe entertained toogood, too fond, an opinida* 
©f you ? 

For your own fake* I 'am loath to fpeak it, but 
fuch conduA cannot be accounted for but from 
cruelty of mind, a vanity of temper, and an> in*' 
curable defect of underflanding. But whatfoever 
be the reafon, amidil all my difappointments, I 
cannot but think myfelf happy in not fubfcribing 
my name ; for you might, perhaps, have thought 
mynsmc a £ac trophy to g^aceyour triumpbafter 
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the conqiieft ; and how great my confufion muft 
have been, to be cxpofed to thre fcbrnf, or at Icait 
to the pity, of the world, I may guefs from the 
mortifications I now feel from fecMg xiiy declara- 
tions and profeflions returned without fuccefs, and 
in being convinced, by the raf^i expef taent I have 
'made, that my afFedions have been placed without 
dVfcr^tion. How ungefierbus your behaviolir hati 
,been, I h^d rather you were told by the gent l^ 
men, (who I hear univerfally cotidemn it,) thati 
force myfelf to fay any thing fevere. But althougH 
their kind fenfe of the affair muff yield me forac fa- 
tisfaAien under my prefent uneafinefs, yet it furi 
nifhes me with a frem evidence of my own weak^ 
nefs, in lavifhing my efteem upon the pcrfon that 
lead deferved it» 

I hope the event will give me reifon, not only 
to forgive, but to thank you for this ill ufagci 
That pretty face, which I have fo often viewed 
with a rtiftaken admiratioti, I believe I fh'a II be ablA 
to look on with an abfolute indifftrehce ; and timCJ 
I am fenlible, will abundantly convince me, thfat 
your features are all the poor amends which Na- 
ture hath made yon for ^our want of undcrftatld** 
ing, and teach me to cotifider th^m only as a de^ 
cent covei; for the emfptinefs ttnd deiotmity withihv 
To cut off all hopes ot your difcoverirfg who I iiti^ 
if you db not yet kriow," I hafve tateri care to can* 
vey this by a different hand from the fortrier kttcf^ 
for which I am obliged td a friend, on vsrh6fe gobd^ 
ti6fs and fidelity I can fafel^ rely. And it is iiff 
latt rcqueiff, that you would make this letter ai 
public as you have done the former. If you do not^ 
there are other copies ready to be difperfed; for 
though 1 utterly defpair ot ever fhowing it to yout- 
felf, yet I am very fure of makiilg it plain to eve- 
ry one elfe that you are a coxcomb. Adieu% 
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LETTER XXXV. 

Lydia to Harriot^ a lady newly married. 

My dear Harriot, 

TF thou art (he, but ob, ho\Y fallen ! how chan« 
■■• ged,! what an apoftate ! how loft to all lhat*s 
gav and agreeable ! Xo he married, I find, is to be 
buried alive ; I can't conceive it more difmal to be 
(but -up in a vault to conv^rfe with the fliades bf 
my anceftors, than to be carried down to an old 
manor-houfe in the country, and confined to the 
converfation of a fober hufband and an awkward 
chamber-maid. For variety, I fuppofe you may 
entertain yourfelf with madam in the grogram 
gown, the fpoufe of your parifli vicar, who has, 
by this time, I am fure, well furniihed you With 
receipts for making falves and poiTets, diftilling 
cordial waters, maldng fyrups, and applying poul- 
tices. 

Bleflcd folitpdc ! I wifh thee joy, my dear,, of 
thy loved retirement, which, indeed, you would 
perfu^de me is very agreeable, aiid different enough 
from what I have here defcribed. But, child, I 
am afraid thy brains are a , little difordered with 
romances and novels. After fix month's marriage 
to hear thee talk of love, and paint the country 
fcenes fo foftly, is a little extravagant f one would 
think you lived the lives of the fylvan deities, or 
roved among the walks of paradife like the firft 
happy pair. But, prithee, leave -thefe whimlies, 
and come to town, in order to live and talk like 
other mortals. However, as I am extremely in* 
terefted in your reputation^ J would willingly give 
you a little good advice at your firft appearance 
uader the charader of a married woman* 'Ti« a 
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little infolent in me, perhaps, to advife a matron ; 
but I am fo. afraid you'll make fo filly a figure as a 
fond wife, that I cannot help warning you not to 
appear in any public place with your hufband, and 
never to favyiter about St. James's Park together. 
If you prefume to enter the Ring at Hyde Park to- 
gether, you are ruined for ever ; nor muft you 
take the leail notice of one another at the play- 
Houfe or opera, unlefs you would be laughed at 
as a very loving couple', mod happily paired in the 
yock of wedlock. I would recommend the exam- 
ple of an acquaintance of oiirs to your imitation : 
ilie is the mod negligent and fafhionable wife in 
the world; (he is hardly ever feen in the fame 
place with her hulband; and if they happen to 
meet, you would think them perfect ftrahgers. She 
never was heard to name him in his abfence, and 
takes care he ihall not be the fubjed of any dif* 
courfe that (he has a (hare in. I hope you will 
propofe this lady as a pattern, though 1 am very 
much afraid you will be fo (illy to think Porcia^ 
. Sabina, &c. Roman Wives, much brighter exam- 
ples. I wi(h it may never come into your head to 
imitate thofe antiquated creatures fofar as to come 
into public in the habit as well as the air of a Ro* 
man matron. Ybu ma)ce already the entertainment 
at Mrs. Modifli's tea-table; (he fays (he always 
thought you a difcreet perfon, and qualified to. 
manage a family with admirable prudence. She 
dies to fee what demure and ferious airs wedlock 
has given to you ; )3ut (he fays (he (hall never for- 
give your choice of fo gallant a man as Belimour^ 
to transform him to a mere fob^r hufbahd ; it wat 
unpardonable. You fee, my dear, we all envy 
your bappinelsi and no perfon more than 

Your bumble fervant, 

LyoiA. 
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LETTER XXXVL 

Harriot's an/iuer to the above. 

- I 

BE not in pain, good Madam, for ray appear- 
ance in town ; I fhall frequent no public pla- 
ces, or make any vifits^ where the chatafter of a 
xaodeft wife is ridiculous^ As for your wild rail- 
lery on matrimony, it is all hypocrify. You and 
all the handfome young women of your acquaint- 
ance fhow themfelves to no other purpofe than to 
gain a conqueft over fome man of worth, in order 
^ to hfiftpw your charms and fortune on him. There 
is no inde.ceocy.in the confefliou, the deiign is mo- 
deCl and honourable, and all your affeAation can* 
^ot dilguife. it, 

1 ani maiTied, and have no other concern but 
to.plegfe the man I love; he is the end of every 
care I have ; if I drefs, it is for him ; if I read a 
poem ox a play, it is to qualify myfclf for a con- 
verfatlon agreeable to his tade : he is almoft the 
. rjid of ray dev>ition ; half my prayers are for his 
)iappincfs. I love to talk of him, and never hear 
him named, but with pleafure and emotion. I am 
your friend, and wi(h your happinefs; but am forry 
to Cee, by tbe air of your letter, that thereare a fet 
of women who are got into the common-place rail- 
lery of every thing that is fober, decent, and pro- 
per. Matrimony and the clergy are the topics of 
people of Uttle wit and no uilderftanding. I own 
to you I have learned of the vicar*s wif? all you 
tax mc with. She is a difcreet, ingenious, plea- 
fant, pious woman ; I wifh fhe had the handling 
of you and Mrs. Modifli ; you would find, if you 
.were too free with her, (he would maTce you blufh^ 
as much as if you bad never been fine ladies. 'Jht 
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vicar, Madam, is fo k:nd as to vifit my hufband, 
and his agreeable converfation has brought him to 
enjoy many fober happy hours, when even I am 
fliut out, and my dear hufband is entertained only 
with his own thoughts. Thefe things, dear Ma- 
dam, will be lading fatisfad:ipns, when the fine 
ladies, and the coxcombs by whom they form them- 
felves, are irreparably ridiculous, ridiculous even 
in old age. I am, . 

Madam, 

Your moft humble fcrvant, 

H^aRIOT• 

LETTER XXXVir. 

|[The following pretty entertaining letter was writ- 
ten by our poet Waller to the Lady Sidney, oa 
the marriage of her filler. J 

To my Lady Lucy Sidney^ upon the marriage of my 
Lody Dorothy to my Lord Spenfer* 

Madam, 

TN the common joy at Penfliurft*, I know none 
•*• to whom complaints may come leis unfeafonable 
than to your Ladyfhip 5 the lofs of a bedfellow be- 
ing almofl equal to that of a mlQrefs ; and therefore 
you ought at leaft to pardon, if you confent not 
to the imprecations of the deferted, which juft 
Heaven, no doubt, will hear ! 

ivlay my Lady Dorotliy (if we may yet call her 
fo) fufter as much, and have the like paflion for 
this young Lord, whom (he has preferred to the reft 
of mankind, as others have had for her'; and may 
this love, before the year goes about, make her 
tafle of the firft curfe impofed on womankind, the 

* They were married, ai we are informed, at Pen(hurft» July ix^ 
1639. 

M 
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pains of becoming a mother ! may her fird-born 
be none of her own fex ! nor fo like her, but that 
he may refcmble her Lord as much as hcrfelf. 

May (he, that always affected filence and retired- 
ncis, have the houfe filled with the noifearid num- 
ber of her children, and hereafter of her grand- 
children ! and then may fhe arrive at that great 
curfe fo much declined by fair ladies, — old age ! 
May (lie live to be very old, and yet feem young; 
be told fo by her glafs, and have no achs to inform 
her of the truth I and when ihe fhall appear to be 
mortal, may her Lord not mourn for her, but go 
hand in hand with her to that place where, we are 
told, there is neither marrying nor giving in mar- 
riage ; that being there divorced, we may have all 
an equal intereft in her again ! My revenge being 
immortal, I wifh all this may alfo befal their po- 
fterity to the world's end, and afterwards. 

To you. Madam, I wiflr all good things ; and 
that this lofs may in good time be happily fupplied 
with a more conftant bedfellow of the other fex. 

Madam, I humbly kifs your hand, and beg par- 
don for this trouble from your Lady (hip's moft 
bumble, 

Edmund Waller. 
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LETTER XXXVnL 

[The wit and fpirit which gave Lady Mary Wort-, 
ley Montague, during her life, fuch rank in the 
polite world, was in no inilance more happily 
difplayed than in the following letter. We 
think the polite reader will be of opinion with 
us, that there is no letter in the colledtion late- 
ly publilhed, and fuppofed to have been wrote 
by the fame lady, where the life and fpirit of 
the writer is to be more admired, or the fenti- 
ments more.approved.J 

r 

A better from Lady Mary Worthy Montague^ a- 
gainjl a maxim of Monf. Kochefoucalt^s^ **: That 
marriages are convenient ^ but never delightful^, * 

TT appears very bold in rae to attempt to deftroy 
•■• a maxim eftablifhed by fo celebrated a gcnlws 
as Mont de Rochefoucault, and implicitely recei- 
ved by a nation which calls itfelf the only pcrfed;- 
ly polite in the world, and which has, for fo long 
a time, given Jaws of gallantry to all Europe. 

But, full of the ardour which the truth inlpires,^ 
I dare to advance the contrary, and to affert bold- 
ly, that it is marriage-love only that can be de- 
lightful to a good mind. 

We cannot tafte the fweets of perfeft love but 
in a welL-fuited marriage. Nothing fo much dif- 
tinguifhes a little mind as to flop at words. What 
fignifies that cuftom (for which we fee very good 
reafons) of making the name of hulBand a«d wife 
ridiculous ? A hufband fignifies, in the general in- 
terpretation, a jealous mortaly a quarrelfome ty- 
rant, or a good fort of fool, on whom we may im^ 
pofc any thing 5 a wife is a dom^ft\^ 5^\aa^s ^^^^ 
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to this poor man to deceive and torment him. The 
condud of the generality of people fuffici en tly juf- 
tifies thefe two charadl'ers. But I fay again, what 
lignify words ? a well-regulated marriage is not 
like thofc of ambition arid interett; it is two lovers 
who live togetnep.- Lata prieft pronounce cer- 
tain words, let an attorney (ign certain papers ; I 
look upon thefe preparations as a lover does on a 
ladder of cords that be fixes to the window of his 

' miftrefs, 

I know there are forae people of falfe delicacy, 
who maintain that the pleafures of love are only 
due to difficulties and dangers. They fay very wit- 
tily the rofe would not betherofe without thorns, 
and a thoufand other trifles of that nature, which 
inake fo little impreflion on my mind, that I am 
pcrfuaded, was 1 a lover, the fear of hurting her 
I loved would make me unhappy, if the poffeflion 
"was accompanied with dangers to her. The life 
of married lovers is very different ; they pafs it 
in a chain of mutual obligations and marks of be- 
nevolence, and have the pleafure of forming the 
entiris happinefs of the objeft beloved ; in which 
point I place perfeft enjoyment. 

The HK^ft trifling cares of economy become nd- 
ble and delicate when they are heightened by fen- 
timents 0/ tendernefs. To furnift a room is lio 
longer furnifhing a room, it is ornamenting the 
place where I expect my lover ; to order a fupper 
is not (imply giving orders to a cook, it is amuling 
myfclf in regaling him I love. Thefe ntfCeffary 

. occupations, regarded in this light by a lover, are 
pleaiifres infinitely more fenfible and fively than 
cards and public places, v.hich malce the happinefs 

of the multitude incapable of true pleafure. A 

paffion happy and contented fofteris feve'ry move- 
ment of the jfoul, and gilds each ohjed that we 

Jvi^i on. 
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To a happy lover, (I mean one married to his 
midrefs,) if he has any employment, the fatigues 
of the camp, the embar^affments of a court, every 
thing becomes agreeable, when he can fay tp him- 
fclf, it is to ferve her 1 Ipve. If fortune is fa^^ 
vourable, (for that does not depend on merit,) and' 
.gives fuccefs to his undertaking, all the advantages 
he receives are offerings due to her charms ; and 
he finds, in the fuccefs of his ambition, pleafure 
much more lively, and worthy a noble mind, than 
that of railing his fortune, or of being, applauded^ 
by the public. He enjoys his glory, his rank, his 
riches, but as they regard her he loves ; and it is 
her lover fhe hears praifed when he gains the ap- 
probation of the parliament, thepraifes of the ar- 
my, or the favour of the prince. In misfortune,, 
it is his confolation to retire to a perfon who feeU- 
his forrow, and to fay to himfelf in her arm^,. 
^^ My happinefs does not depend onthi caprice of 
^ Fortune; here is my aiTured afylum againft all 
** grief; your efleem makes me infenfible to the 
** injuftice of a court, or the ingratitude of a maf^- 
** ter. I feel a fort of pleafure in the lofs of my 
" eflate, as that misfortune giv^s me new proofs 
*' of your virtue and tenderncfs.' .How little de- 
** lireable is grandeiur to perfons already^ happy ? 
" We. have no need of flatterers or equipage;. I 
'^ reign in your heart, and I pofTefs in ydur per- 
** fon all the delights of Nature." In fliort, there 
is no iituatlon of which the melancholy may not be 
foftened by the company of the perfoji.. we love. 
Even anillnefs is not without its pleijfurcs, when 
we are attended by one we love. . I fl^ould never 
have done,, was r to give you a detai} of all the 
charms of an union in which we find, at once, all 
that flatters the fenfes in the mofl delicate and moft 
extended pleafure; but I cannot conclude without 
mentioning the fatisfadlion of fceiu«..<t'^dcw ^v^.N"^- 
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cfcrfe the amiable pledges of "our tender friend- 
ihlp, 'and the occupations of improving them ac- 
idvmn^ to rhfeii^'different fexes. We abandon our- 
felvcs t^ tl^t tetidef inftmft of Nature refined by 
love. We admire in the daughter the beauty of 
the mother, and rcfpeft in the fon the appearances 
of undcrflanding and natural probity which we 
efteem in the father. It is a plealure, of which God ' 
himfelf ^according to'Mofes) was fcnfible, when 
feeing vynat he had done, he found it good, 

'.Apropos of Mofcs, the firft plaii of happinefs 
infinitely furpafled all others ; and I cannot form 
to myfelf an idea of Paradife more delightful than 
thiat (late in which our firft parents were placed. 
That did not laft, becaufe they did not know the 
world ; (which isthc tnife reafon that there are fo 
few love-matches happy.) * Eve may be confidered 
af a fo^oli/h child^'and Adam as a man very little 
enlightened.' Wnen people of that fort meet, they 
may, perhaps, be amorous at firft, but that can- 
hot laft. They form tor themfdvcs, in the vio- 
lence of their padions, idfeas above' nature; a man 
thinks his miftrefs an ange], becaufe ihe is hand- 
iome;.a woman is in chanted with the merit of 
her idver, hecaufp Ire adores' her. The firft 
-change of her complexion takes from him his ado- 
ration, and the hufband ceafing to adore her, be- 
comes hateful to her, who had no other founda- 
tion for her loVc; ty degrees they are difgufted 
w 1th one another, and; after the example of our 
firil pareiits, they throw on each other the crime 
of their mutual weaknefs ; afterwards coldnefs and 
contempt follow a great pace, and they believe 
they muft hate each other becaufe fhey are marri- 
ed; theii' fmalleft faults are magnified in each o- 
ther*s fight, and they are blinded to their mutual 
perfeftions. A commerce eftablilhed upon paflion 
caa b^ve no* other attendants* - A man when he 
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marries bis mi ftrefs ought to forger that fhe thdn 
appears adorable to him ; to confider that fhe is 
but a iimple mortal, fubje£t to difeafes, caprice, 
and ill-humour. He mufl prepare his conftancy 
to fupport the lofs of her beauty, and collect a 
fund of complaicency, which is neteBzry for the 
continual con ver fat ion of the perfon who is moft 
agreeable; and the leaft unequal. The woman, 
on her fide, mud not expe^ a continuance of flat- 
teries and obedience. She muft difpofe herfelf to 
obey agreeably ; a fcience very difficult, and, of 
confequence, of great merit to a man capable df 
feeling She muft ftrive to heighten the charnls 
of a miftrefs by the good fenfe and folidity of a 
friend. When two perfons, prepoffeffed with fcii- 
timents fo realbnable, are united by eternal tiei, 
all nature fmiles upon them, and the coiiimon ob^ 
jeds become charming. 

I elleem much the morals of the Turks, an ig- 
norant people, but very polite, in my opinion. A 
gallant conviAed of having debauched a married 
woman is looked upon by them with the fame bof- 
ror as an abandoned woman by us ; he' is fure nt" 
ver to make his fortune; and every one would be 
afhamed to give a confiderable employment to a 
man fnfpeded of being guilty of fo enormous a 
, crime. — What would they fay in tTiat moral na- 
tion, were they to fee one of our anti-knights cr- 
rants, who are always in purfuit of adventures to 
put innocent youn^ women in diftrefs, and to ru- 
in the honour of women of fafhion ? who regai*d 
beauty, youth, rank, and virtue, but as fo many 
fpurs to incite their defire to ruin, and who place 
all their glory in appearing artful feducers, fot- 
getting, that, with all their care, they can nevifir 
attain but to the iecond rank, the devils haviiYg 
been long fince in poflefflion of the firft ? 
' I own, that our barbaro\L% m^wti^t^ vt^^^ ^^S^. 
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calculated for the eftabliflinient of vice and mifer^, 
(which is infeparable from it,) that they mufl have 
hearts and heads infinitely above the common to 
enjoy the felicity of a marriage fuch as I have de« 
fcribed. Nature is fo weak, and fo given to 
change^ that it is dii&cult to fupport the beft found- 
ed conflancy amidft thofe many difHpations that 
our ridiculous cuftoms have rendered inevitable. 
A hufband who loves his ^ife is in pain to fee her 
take the liberties which faftiion allows ; it appears 
hard to refufe them to her^ and he finds bimfel£ 
obliged to conform himfelf to the'polke manners 
of Europe; to fee, every day, her hands a prey 
to every one who will take them ; to hear her dif- 
play to the whole world the charms of her wit ;: 
to fhow her neck . in full day f to drefs for balls 
and (hows to attrad admirers, and to liften to the 
idle flattery of a thoufand fops. Can any man 
fupport his efleem for a creature fo public ? or^. 
at leaft) does ihe not lofe pauch of her merit ? 

. To return to the oriental maxims, where the 
mod beautiful women content themfelves with li- 
miting the power of their charms to him who has 
aright to enjoy them; they have, too much ho- 
nour to wi(h to make other men miferable, and 
are too fincere not to own they think themfelves 
capable of exciting pallibn. 

I remember a converfation I had with a lady of 
great quality at Conflantinople, the moft amiable 
woman I ever knew in my life, and for whom I 
bad afterwards the mod tender friendfliip; fhe 
owned ingenioufly to me, that fhe was content 
with her hufband. What libertines you Chriftian 
women are ! (fhe faid ;) it is permitted to you to 
receive vifits from as many men as you pleafe ; 
and your laws permit you, without limitation, the 
ufe of wine. I afTured her fhe was very much mif- 
informed s tj)at it \s^ true w« received vifits,, but 
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thofe vifits were full of form and refpcft, and that 
it was a crime to hear a man talk of -love, or for 
us to love any other than our liuibands. ** Your 
'* hufbands arc very good (faid flic^ laughing) to 
*' content thcmfclvcs with fo limited a fidelity. 
" Your eyes, your hands, your converfation, are 
** for the public, and what do you pretend to re» 
** ferve for them ? Pardon me, my beautiful fult- 
" ana," fhe added, embracing me, *' I have all 
*' poffible inclination to believe whar you fay, but 
*^ you wotild imppfe upon me impoflibilities/ I 
" know the amorous complexion of you infideh, 
" I fee you are afhamed of them, and 1 will never 
'** mention them to you more." 

I found fo much good fenfe and truth in all fhe 
faid, that I could fcarcely conrradift her ; and I 
owned at firft, that fhe had reafons to prefer the 
morals of the MufTulmen to our ridiculous cuf- 
*toms, which are furpiifingly oppofite to the fever« 
maxims of Chriflianity. And, notwithflanding oirr 
foolifh manners, I am of opinion, that a womati, 
determined to find her happinefs in the love of her 
buiband, muft give up the extravagant defire of 
being admired by the public; and that a hufbarid 
who loves his wife rauft deprive himfelf of the rt- 

futatlon of being a gallant at court. You fee that 
fuppofe two perfons very extraordinary ; it h 
'not, then, very Airpfiflng fuch an* union (houM 
be rare in a country where it is neceffary, in did- 
der to be happy,' to defpife the eflabKfhed mastixns. 

I art), &c, 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Ft-otn a lady to a gentleman, who had obtained all 
her friends* confenty urging him to decline his 
fuit to -her^ 

S I K^ 

* 

VOU have often rmportuned me to rcttrn marks 
.-*• of that confideration for you which you pro- 
fefs for -me. As my parents, to whom I owe all 
duty, encourage your addrefs, I wifh I could. I 
am hardly treated by them, becaufe I cannot. What 
(hall 1 do ? Let me apply to. you, Sir, for my re- 
lief, who have much good fenfe, and, Lhope, ge« 
iierofity. Yes, Sir, let me befpeak your humani- 
ty to me, and juftice to yourfeJf, in this point;: 
and that fliall be all I will a(k in my favour. I 
own you deferve a much better wife than ever I: 
fhall make ; but yet, as love is not in one's own 
power, if I have the misfortune to know I cannot 
love you, will not jultice to yourfelf, if not pity 
to me, oblige you to abandon your prefent pur-- 
pofe ?. " 

But as to myfdf. Sir, why fiiould you make a 

Eoor creature unhappy in the difplcafure of all 
er friends at prefent, and ftill more unhappy^ if, 
to avoid that, ihe gives up her perfon, where (he 
cannot beftpw her hf.art } I^ you love me, as you 
profefs, let me afk you, Sir, is it for my fake, or 
is it your own ?— — If for mine, how can it be^ 
when I mud be miferable, if I am forced to mar- 
ry where I cannot love ? If for your own, reflect. 
Sir, on the felfifhnefs of your love, and judge if 
it deferves from me the return you wifli. 

How fad^y docs this Jove already operate ! You. 
love me fo well that you make me miferable in tbr 
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anger of my deareft friends ! — ^Your love has al- 
ready made them think me undutiful ; and, inilead 
of the fondnefs and endearment I ufed to be treat- 
ed with by them, I meet with nothing but chidings, 
frowns, flights, and difpleafure. 

And what is this love of your's to do for me 

hereafter ? Why, hereafter, Sir, it will be 

turned into hatred, or indifference at lead : for 
then, though I cannot give you my heart, I fhall 
have given you a title to it, and you will have a 
lawful claim to its allegiance. May it not then, 
nay, ought it not to be treated on the foot of a 
r^bel, and expeA punifhment as fuch, inflead of 
tcndernefs ? Even were 1 to be treated with mer- 
cy, with goodnefs, with kindnefs, by you, and 
could not deferve or return it, what a wretch 
would your love make you ! How would it in- 
volve me in the crying fin of ingratitude ! How 
would it deftroy my reputation in the world's eye, 
that the befl; of hulbands had the worft of wives ! 
the kindeft of men the unkindeft of women ! 

Ceafe then, I befeech you, this hopelefs, this 

cruel purfuit !■ M ake fome worthier perfon 

'happier in your adcirefles, that can be happy in 

them ! By this means, you will rettorc me fif 

you decline as of your own motion) to the couoi- 
tion you found me in, the love of my parents, and 
the edeem of my friends. If you really love me, 
this may be a hard taik, but it will be a mod ge- 
nerous one. — And there is fome reafon to cxpeft 
it ; for who that truly loves wifhes to make the 
objed: of his love miferablc? This mud I be, if 
you periid in your addreffes ; and I ihall know by 
your conducl, on occafion of this uncommon re- 
qued, liow to confider it, and in what light to 
place you, either as the mod generous or the mod 
ungenerous of men. Mean time, I am. Sir, mo£b 
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heartily, though I cannot be what you would have 
me, 

Your wellwifher, and humble fervant* 



LETTER XL. 

7he gentleman* s anjwer to the lady^s uncommon re* 

queft. 

Dear Madam, 

T AM exceedingly concerned that I cannot be as 
**- acceptable to you as I have the good fortune 
to ^d myfelf to your honoured parents. If, Ma- 
dam, Ihad reafon to think it was owing to your 
'prepoffcirion in fome happier man's favour, I fhould 
utterly 'defpair of it, and fhould really think it 
would be unjufl to myfelf, and ungenerous to you, 
to continue my addrefs. As therefore you have,' 
by your appeal to me, in fo uncommon a way, 
endeavoured to make me a party againft myfelf, 
and I have fhown fp much regard to you as to be 
willing xo oblige you as far as I can, may I not 
hope the favour of you to declare gelieroufly, whe- 
ther I owe my unhappinefs to fuch a prepofleifion, 
and whether your heart is given to fome other ? 
If this be the cafe, you (bali find all you wifh oa 
my part ; and I (hall take a pride to plead againfl: 
myfelf, let me fufFer ever fo much by it, to your 
father and mother ; but if not, and you have ta- 
ken any other difgufls to my pcrfon or behaviour, 
that there may be. hope my utmoft aiTedion and 
afliduity, or a contrary condudl, may, in time, 
get the better of, let me implore you to permit 
me llill to continue my zealous refpeds to you ; 
for this I ^yill fay, that therf is not a raan in the 
, world yrho can addrefs you with a fincerer and 
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.more ardent fiaifte, than^ dear Madanii your af* 
fedionate admirer, and humble ferVant. 

LETTER XLI. 

7he lady's refly^ in cafi ^f a frefoJJeJpQn. 

SIR, 

I THANK you far your ^kijid aflurance^ that you 
wilL befriend , me XxXf l^e.inait^qer I wifli^ and I 
think i owe it to your generoiity to declare, there 
is a perfon in the world, ^that, might I be left to 
my own choice, I fhould prefer to all other men. 
To this. Sir, it is owing that your addrefs cannot 
^ meet with the return it might othcrwife deferve 
from me. Yet are things To eircumttanced, that 
while my friends prefer you, and know nothing 
ofthc other, I fhould find it very difficult to ob- 
tain ^heir confents. But your generous disconti- 
nuance, without giving them t3ie true.reafon for 
it, will lay an obligation, greater than I can ex.* 
prefs, on 

Your mod humble fervant. 

LETTER XLII. 

dTAtf lady^s reply ^ in cafe of no prepoffeffion^ or that 

Jhc chufes not to avow U. "^ 

SIR, 

T AM forry to fay tliat my difapprobation of your 
^ addrefs is infuperable^ — Yet 1 cannot but think 
my felf beholden to you for the generoiity of your 
anfwer to my earned: requeft, I mud beg you. 
Sir, to give over your application ; but how can 
'I fay, while I cannot help beiu^^ x}qxv\s^\A^'^c3£^ 
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it is, or is not, owing to a prepoiTeflion ; when 
you declare, that in the one inftance (and that i« 
very generous too) you will oblige me, but in the 
other you will not ? If I cannot return love for 
love, be the motive what it will, pray. Sir, for 
your own fake, as well as mine, difcontinue your 
addrefs. — ^In cafe of prepofieilion, you fay you can, 
and you will oblige me. Let my unworthinefs. 
Sir, have the fame efied up\on you as if that pre- 
pofleiTion were to be avowed. This will infpirc 
me with a gratitude that will always make me 



Your moft obliged fervant« 
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L E T T E R-W,R I T E R. 
PAR T ra. 

I 

Familiar Letteii« of Advice and Inftmc- 
tion, ^c. in many concerns of life. 

LET T E R I. 

A tetter from Judge Hale^ Lord Chief Juftice of 
England^ to his childrtn, on the ferious ohferva* 
tiort of the Lord's day^ (commonly called Sunday ^J^ 
when he was dn a journey^ which welldeferves' 
our attention* 

T AM now come well to — ^ from whencip I in- 
* tend to write fomething to you on tb% obfer<^ 
vance of the Lord's day ; and this I do for thefe 
reafons r i/?, Becaufe it has pleafed God to cafl 
my lot fo, that I am to refl: at this place on this; 
day, and the coniideration therefore of that duty 
is proper for me and you, viz^ the work ^fit for 
that day. ^dly^ Becaufe I have, hy long^ and; 
found experience, found, that the due pfcfef vanccj \ 
of that day, and the duties of it, hast been ^of fin- 
gular comfort and advantage to me; and I doubt 
not but it wiA) prove fo to you^ God Almighty is 
the Lord of our time, and lends it us ; ai^d it. is 
but juft we fhouldconfecrate this part of that time 
to him ; for I have found, by a (trift and diligent 
obfervation^ that a due obfcrvauce.^^ \is& ^^^ ^^Jv 
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this day has ever had joined to it a blcfling on the 
red of my time ; and the week that hath been fo 
begun has been bleiTed and prorperous to me. On 
the otber;ijde^ when I hkve been negligent of the 
dpty 6f this day,* the reft of ite week has been iin- 
fuccefsful and unhappy to my own fecular employ* 
ments;; fo that ^1 could. eafUj^ make ^n eftimate of 
my fuccicfles the week following by ,the manner of 
my pafling this day i and this I do not write light- 
ly or incoiiiriderately, but upon a long and found 
obfervation and experience. 

L ET T E R IL 

Tie JUrd of Sir afford to its forty juft before its: 

Lordjbijp^s execution^ 

ky.deareft WilL 

•"Y^HfeSE are the lift Bnes that you arc to re^ 
^ ceive from a father that tjenderly loves yaiu 
\ v^ilb there was a greateir leifure to impart m^ 
ttiihd untlp you ; but our merciful God will fupply 
tSi things by y\i grace, and. will guide and proted: 

f6« in^afl your ways ;. to whbte infinite goodnefsr 
b.cqueath you \ and therefore be hot difcouraged, 
Kut fervc him, "and truft in hrm^ ind he will pre- 
ftrvc and pfolper ybu in all thJhgs. Be fure you? 
g^vte all refpeas to my wife,^that hath ever had a 

treat love unto you, and therefore it will be well 
fecoming you. Never be wanting in your love 
and care to yotir fitters, but let tliiem ever bemofl: 
3f ar unto you i. for this will give others caufe t» 
cfteem and refpe<Et ybu for it, and is a duty that 
-jfxyoi, owe them in the memory of your excellent 
ibother and myfelf. Therefore your care and af- 
feftion to thcmi muft be the very fame that you. 
ai'€ tohAve of yourfelf | and the like regard, mud 
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you have to your-youngefl fitter ; for indeed yott 
owe it her alfo, both for her father and mother's 
fake. Sweet Will, be careful to tak« the advice 
of thofe friends, who are, by me, defired to ad» 
yife you for your education. Serve Gfiod diligent- 
ly morning and evening, and recommend yolirfelf • 
unto him, and have him before your eyes in alt 
your ways. With patience h^ar the inftrudions- 
of thofe friends 1 leave with you, and diligently^^ 
follow their counfel. For, till you come by time 
to have experience in the world, it will he far 
more fafie to truft to their judgment than your 
own. Lofe not the time of your youth, but ga* 
ther thoTe feeds of virtue and knowledge which 
may be of ufe to yourfelf, and comfort to your 
friends, for the reft of your life. And that thit^ 
may be the bietter efieded, att^d thereto with 
patience, and be fur^ td corred and refrain your^^ 
felf from anger, Suffer not forrow to call yoiiL 
down^ but with cheerfulnefs and good^ourai^e go 
on the race you have to run in all fobriety and 
truth. Be fure with an hallowed care to have re- 
fpe6k to all the commandments of God, and give 
not yourfelf to negled them in the lead thing, left^ 
by degrees, you come to forget them in the great- 
^ ; for the heart of man is deceitfui above alt 
tilings. And in all your duties and devotions to- 
wards God, rather perform them joyfully than* 
penfivcly ; for God loves jl cheerful giver. For 
your religion, let it be dire^ed according to that 
which fhall be taught by thofe who are in God's 
church, the proper teachers thereof, rather than* 
that you either fancy one to yourfelf, or be led 
by men that are fingular in thieir own opinion^ 
and delight to go ways of their own finding put t 
for you will certainly find fobernefs and truth in 
the one, and much unfteadinefs and v^inity in the 
other. The King, I truft^ m\\ ^^ ^^osssiS^^ 
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with -you: reftore you thofe bgnoursy and that 
fortune, which a diflempered time hath deprived 
you of, together with the life of your father ; 
which I rather advife might be by a new ^ft and 
creation from himfelf than by any other means^ 
to the end you may pay the thanks to him, wlthr 
'OUt having obligations to, any other. Be fure tb 
ftvoid, as much as you can, to inquire after thofe 
that have been (harp in their judginents toward 
npie, and I charge you never to fu&r thoughts of 
revenge to enter- into your heart ^ but be careful 
to be informed who were my friends in this pro- 
fecution, and to them apply yourfelf to make thexa 
VQur friends alfo ; and on fuch you may rely, and 
bellow much of your converfation among thenu 
And God Almighty, of his infinite goodnefs,"bIefs 
you and your cluldren's children : and his fame 
goodnefs blefs your (ifters in like manner f perfect 
you in every good work, and give you a right un» 
derflanding in all things. Amen« 

Your moft loving father, 

T. Wektwortav 

LETTER m. 

From a gentleman at Li/bon^ immediately after the 
earthquake^ /» hisfon in London. 

My dear Son, 

lyUE you receive this from your unhappy father^ 
^ you will have heard of the deftrudion of this 
place, and of the calamitous Htuation of its few 
remaining miferab^e inhabitants. God, in his in- 
finite mercy, proteft us \ All that you have heard 
•^ill fall fhort of what I have feen ; for no words 
have energy fufficient to convey an idea of a fcene 
So amazingly dreadful. — ^Your poor mother is na 
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morel aflc me' not for your fiftcrs !•— <iiid, 
as for. myfelf, I am a vagabond, and condemned 
to feek my bread from thdfe who can ill afford to 
feed me. Biit *^ the f^ord gave, and the Lord hath' 

*' taken away."- ^I am fattsfied rAU may b« ^ 

for the b^fl, and onr friends are, I doubt not, re- 
moved to a more permanent city, whpfe founda- 
tions are not to be fhaken, and where fortow is 
no more. Let us, my dear child prepare to fol« 
low them ; and that we may do fo, let us live \ 
here that we may fear no difiblution, . nor dread 
what may happen hereafter* Let us always be 
prepared for the worfl, and not depend on a death- 
oed repentance ; for you fee we havenotamo» 
ment that we can call our own. St. Austin fays^ 
*' We read of one man who was faved at the laft 
^^ hour, that none may defpair ; and of but one, 
** that none may prefume. How unfafe, how 
foolifh, |herefore, is it to put off that until to- 
morrow, which is fo eflentially neceflary to be ' 
done to-day ! To-morrow may neycr come ! — Oh 
think of that ! you may be fnatched' away in an 
inflant, as thoufands here have beeuj fqt* ^-yiffe i& 
no withflandmg the arm of the Almighty ? No ! 
the attempt would be vain, would be prefumptu- 
ous, would be impious : and you will find, my 
dear fon, (I hope not too late) that the only (ecu* 
rity againu accidents of this fort is the leading a 
religious and good life. I am ^ 

Your truly aSedlonate father. 

L E T T E R IV. 

To Amelia^ with a gold tbimbte. 

Btfpe. 28, iTtf4. 

CAN you bielieve me, my little friend^ when 1 
fay that the prefent I now xni^^ '^wxtocki'^^ 
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of more fervice to you in the courfe of your life 
than the ring of* Cryges, and that I defer vc your 
thanks as mucb as if I had given you the cap of 
Fortunatus. Perhaps you may have heard only 
of the latter, I will explain to you the virtues of 
the ring. This, my iittlc"" fair, would render you 
invifiblc whenever you chofe to be fo ; you might 
then range through the s^partments of your play- 
fellows unfeen, play ten thouf;;md little tricks, 
which at prefect is not in your power to do ; but, 
indeed, the greateft advantages of the ring are re* 
ferved for another age, when you may be prefent 
with your lover, anddifcover the true fenciments 
.of his heart, perplex your rival, hide her JBruiTels 
and her j.eweis the night before a ball, and tor* 
ment her. with all the arts of ingenious mifchief* 
Thefe are advantages which at prefent, f)erhap8, 
may not tempt you ; the cap, as I can eaiily ima- 
gine, to be rather the obje^ of your wifties ; Taut 
t^Il me, you fay, how this thimble can be of fo 
infinite fervice ? 

At your age, my little friend, employment is 
of t^fgU^m^ft ufe; to be bufy, if it be not learn- 
ing to pe virtuous, will at lead prote^ you from 
the contrary impreffion*^ Whilft your imagina- 
tion is employed bow befl; to (^ade a rofe, or your 
fancy determines the colours of rhe various parts 
of your work, vanity will fcarce have lime to 
whifper in your ear, that, you have more beauty 
than another, or infpire you with too early a love 
of gaiety and pleafure. 

When you have lived to that age in which your 
reafon fhall be ripened, «you will, perhaps, per* 
ceive, that thofe 4ittle follies which your fex are 
guilty of proceed from a fault in their education, 
and that idlenefs is the parent of vice. Thus then, 
in the early years of life, whilil you place the 
thimble on your finger, you are guarding your 
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bofom againft the approach of foibles which might 
banifh thofe from your fociety, who were attrac- 
ted by the charms of your perfon. 

Another of its vfrtues^ which, in all probabili- 
ty, you can never want to experience, is, that, 
if properly applied, it contains a charm againfl 
the calamities of poverty. I have known many. a 
female, who, by its afliflance^ has fupported her- 
felf with xlecency, and felt the pleafures of living 
without depending on the beneficence of others. 

A few years hence, when the youth, whoih 
your eyes have wounded, ihall beg your accep- 
tance of fome trifie in the warmefl terms imagi- 
nable, he will intreat you to preferve it;, but I^ * 
on the contrary, fhall deiire you to be frequent ia 
the ufe of this, and to wear it out i^or my fake. 

I am, &c. 

L E T T E R V. 

On fie vicifitudes of human Ufe. 

•n EMEMBER, my foti, that human life is the 
'^ journey of a day. We rife in the morning of 
youth, full of vigour, and full of expeAatiotl ^wc 
fet forward with fpirit and hope, with gaiety and 
with diligence, and travel on a while, in the ftraighc 
road of piety, towards the manfions of reft. In 
a ftort time we remit our fervour, and endeavour 
to find fome mitigation of our duty, and fome more 
eafy means of obtaining the fame end. We then 
relax our vigour, and refolvc no longer tq be ter- 
rified with crimes at a diflance, but rely upon our 
own conftancy, and venture to approtch what we 
refolve never to touch. We thus enter the bow- 
ers pf Eafe, and repofe in the fhades of Security* 
Here the heart foftcns, and vigLlaitf:^ fcite'iAt:^^ ^^ 
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are then willing to inquire whether another ad* 
vance cannot be made, and whether we may not, 
at leaft, turn our eyes upon the gardens of Plea- 
fure. We approach them with fcruple and heiita* 
tibn; we enter them^ but enter timorous and 
trembling, and always hope to pafs through them 
without Ipfing the road of virtue, which we, fqr 
a while, keep in our fight, and to which we pro? 
pofe to return. But temptation fucceeds teinpta* 
tion, and one compliance prepares us for another ; 
we, in time, lofe the happinefs of innocence, and 
folace our difquiet with fenfual gratifications. By 
degrees we let fall the remembrance of our origi- 
nal intention, and quit the only adequate objeft 
of rational defire. We entangle ourfelves in bufi- 
Tiefs, immerge ourfelves in luxury, and rove thro* 
the labyrinths of inconftancy, till the darknefs^ of 
old age begins to invade us, and difeafe and anx- 
iety obftruA our way. We then look back upon 
our lives with horror, with forrow, with repent- 
ance ; and wiih, but too often vainly wifh, that 
we had not forfaken the ways of virtue. Happy 
-are they, my fon, who learn not to defpair, but 
ihall remember, that though the day is pall, and 
- their ftrength is wafted, there yet remains one ef- 
fort to be made ; that reformation is never hope- 
lefs, nor (incere endeavour^ ever unadifted ; that 
the wanderer may at length return after all his 
errors ; and that he who implores ftrength and 
courage from above, ibaUfindiianger aiid:<U$culty 
^ve way before him. 
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LETTER VI. 

From a father to his fin, en ~hU admijjion into the 

univer/ity, 

» 

My dear Son^ 

'yOU are nom going inta the wide .world. £• 
^ very ft<p you take is attended with danger, 
^nd requires caution. My eye is upon you no 
longer, and tbe vigilance of .govemocs^ and the 
,care of tutors, cannot follow you every where, 
few will have comcern or aife&ion enough to ad- 
"vife you faithfully. Your condudl niuft be a good 
xleai i^ulated by your own refledtions. The on- 
ly fecui'e paths are tfaofe of religion and virtue, 
in which it will not be difficult fqr you to wall^, 
if you live agreeably to that iimplicity of life, 
•which the rules of academical iocieties prcforibe. 
Mix not intemperance with your growing years, 
•nor treafure up infirmities againfian age tbe fitteft 
for employment. You have received:. heaUh^from 
your parents, and you owe it to your children. 
£e careful in the .choice of your company ; pay 
t:iviHty to all; have friendship ^with few; not too 
t]uiokly .with any. An idle .comaanion will cor^ 
rupt and difgrace youwhile you aflbciate with him. 
and afpexfe and expo£e you wlien you (hallfhake 
him off. In tbb, be advifed by thoi(e AUbom J uuft 
to d(5 iiU .go^ offices for you. 'Wiienever you 
find yourfelf with perfons of fupcri«r age, or qua- 
lity, or ilation, or endowments, pay a Reference 
to them.; Xbjnuch is due to their experience and 
cbaradlcr. Modefty is the moft 4Mniable virtue, 
efpecially in a young man who profeffes himfelf a 
learner. :Poflibly, in a large lociety, you may 
meet with fome bold young men V4b» v^S^S.'>JK!^s2^ 

O 



^^ 
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to arrogate to themfelves a value amongft their 
ill-bred companions^ by daring to fay and do abu- 
iive things to their governors ; but do not you 
imitate fuch examples ; for prudence is true mag- 
nanimity. A brave mind is feen in perfevering 
through the difficulties of a virtuous courfe ; in 
the conqueft of irregular appetites and paffions, 
and in fcorning to do any thing that is mean or 
bafe. Have nothing to dio with politics, which 
when you (hall have (ludied all yourjlfe, you will 
not have found out what will hereafter be the hu- 
mours, or refentments, or private interefts, or 
public views, of men in power : A ftudy, which, 
MS it is generally direded, rather, leads from vir- 
tue, is foreign to your prefent purpofe, and in 
which, if you could really have any fkill, at your 
age it would feem to be ifFeded. Take the pro- 
per advantages of living in a fociety. Obfervc 
the different tempers and difpofitions of men ; fhiin 
their vices, imitate their virtues, make ufe of their 
learning, and let the many eyes that are upon 
you, the confcioufnefs of your duty, and the in* 
^ignation to be infigaiiicant, raife an emulation in 
you to excel in fome kind of art ^r knowledge 
that may hereafter be ufeful to the public. From 
the moment of your entrance take care of your 
Tfputation. Let not one exercife go out of your 
hands that hath not employed your utmoft dilt- 
gence. Notwithilanding the affedion I have for 
you, I (hall not be able to do you the fervice 1 de- 
lire, unlefs you aflift me with your character/ And^ 
in all doubtful cafes, let not your father, who 
loves you beft, and your governors, who are well 
able to direft you, be the only friends that you 
will not to confult. 

I am, frc. 
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LETTER VIL 

To Demetrius, -with a prefent of fruit, on early 

rtfingi 

. . ■ * 

JulyaS, I765# 

YOU would have received a much larger quan- 
tity of fruit, but, to fay the truth, my band 
of muficians have made bold with more of it tins 
fummer than ufyal; however, when I confider that 
it is the only wages I pay them, I am no otherwife 
difpleafed with it, than as it prevents me from o- 
bliging my friends in town as I could wifh. 

My Lucinda, you know, is extremely fond of 
birds, and (he (ays it would be cruel to deprive 
them of their liberty, when we can be entertained 
with their fongs without it ; to encourage then 
their relidence among us, they are not denied a 
great (hare of the produclions of my garden. 

We were this morning at fix o'clock in our gar- 
den ; an hour which you are totally unacquainted 
with, and which, notwithtlanding, affords the no- 
bled fcene which a human creature can be prefent 
at. 

The fun, my Demetrius, was juft rifen above 
the horizon, and all the caflern fky was tinged 
with btulbes; the zephyrs, as they paded, were 
fraught with fragrance from the morning flowers, 
and the feathered fongfters were waked to their 
refpei^ive parts, in their morning hymn to the Au- 
thor of nature. 

Whilft my Lucinda and I were walking, like a 
fond old-fafhioned couple, arm in arm, 1 could not 
but recoiled that part of the Paradife Loft, where* 
Milton has defcribed our firft parents as riiing to 

O 2 
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their labours, and addrcfling their grateful orifons 
to the bounteous. Fat Her ofeviBryi mctcy. 

There is, indeed, fomething which, at this time, 
infpire& u& with gratitude to oxir Mak^r,^ an^ pTD* 
duces fentiments in almofl every bofom, like thofe 
which are given to Adam : 

Thcfc arc thy gJorUas works, Parent of good, 

Aiitllghty, thfn« thi» univerai fraM^ 

Thm wutid*rOBi^fair : thyielf h*w wonjVovi thtn t 

Vnrpnkable, who firil above thde heaTcns 

To us tnvtdbte, or dimty feeh 

In theie thy loweft wni4w» yee thtft dttUt^ 

Thy S9^i»c& beyofldthoiisbr; aiid<pdwe» dmaa 

There is likewife fometliing which muft create* 
u grateful fenfeof our obligation to Heaven when 
we wake again to life, v/itb the bkiTing of heaklXy 
and rccoHedt that many have p^afled the night in all 
the anguifh of pain and difeafe. As for myfelf^ I 
(liould retire to fleep with no little an^xieiy, if I 
were not ^iTured that we are protedted in thofe 
houi^s by our Maker, when we are not confclous 
of our own exiftence. There cannot furely be st 
iHore comfortable refleflion than being convinced- 
that a Power who commands and dire6t$ all nattire' 
is our guard, without whofe knowledge no action* 
is comtnitted, nor even the nEioft fecret thought can 
»rife. 

With this confidence of fecurity the goetd itttfiir 
commits bimfelf to the arms of fleep, where ail be^' 
iides mud fear it ; and feels ferenity,, where evtfr^f; 
other bread muft be difcompofed. 

The ufual fereniry of the mornings which in(piw- 
r-ed every Warbler with cheerfulnefs, detained us 
in the garden till our little boy came ruinmbg to^ 
inform us that the breakfafl waited. 

" Is it not extremely abfurd,'* faid Lucinda, a& 
we returned, *' for mankind to complain of the 
*^ /horc duration of their Uves^ when they even 
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^ refufe to live a number of hours which Provi- 
^ dence has beftowcd upon them ? How many caa 
^ we recoUedt amongft our acquaintance who have 
^ been loll to every joy this morning has afforded 
^ us, and who may, notwithftanding, before night,. 
^ afTert, that the age, which men in general at- 
^ tain to, ferves only to condu& them to a fu- 
' perficial knowledge of the fciences, or that ol4 
^ age approaches almoft as foon as' we begin to 
' live I^' 

Such indeed ifr frequently the lapgnage of hu«- 
man creatures, who loiie the moft valuable parts 
of every day» Such, too, I have heard from your 
mouthy but then indeed you rife — by eleven. 

.Lucinda and myfelf, who are great advocates 
for early hours, want much to try whether we 
cannot reform you, as we have already done Le* 
ontesf and fhojild therefore rejoice to fee you 
amongft us ; there is then fome probability of your 
feeing the &in rife, .which I iincerely believe you 
have not done for many years, and which is one 
of the mod pleaiing^ fcenes upon the theatre of 
Nature*. 

I am, &c* 

L E lyr £ R vim 

To Lucinday en the happtnefs of a domejiic mafrU 

montal life. 

July 5, i7<?4. 

AFTER fo many years which we have pafled, 
my Lucinda, almoft without feparation, one 
would natura ly imagine that the few days' abfence 
I have known fhould not be difpleafmg : and yet, 
believe me, I anx already tired of the town^ and 
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am preparing^ to l^vtf it* wicb the utmoil expedi- 
tiort, to tetijtn to domtfftk joys'. 

Whch P rfs!\!<6&, on my own difpofitiort, I am 
gjrcatly thafnkfulto PfOvidtticc, that the famedif- 
likc for public pletfar^s hasr always prevailed iri 
Lucmda a« rriyfc^f, artdtlttt we faav< been a6hia- 
ted by the fame mclinatiohs dui^ing' the retiour of 
dur lives. 

Though lo^^n iwyfelf irtgenerrf hat little fond 
of the town, yet I never fail of feeing objefts in it 
'vtr'hicfa rewind me of my own felicity, and increafe 
fhe love 1 bear to yom Alas ! my dear, the fat- 
fl)ionab]e tehoui' of lA^trim'Onial lives is to Kttte 
fuited to my rarn of mind, tliat Imnff have bccii 
"v^etched with what i» now called af very good 
wif^. I could by iio njean^ have endured to fee the 
heart of the woman I loved etrti/eiy devoted t6 
jJlcafure,. nor have e\^et bedi devoted- to flwre it 
with the king of trumps^. 

Ft is, however, happy for iftankirtd that the fame 
delicacy does not univerfally prevail, as there are 
now many couple who are tlu)Ught to be happy, 
becaufe the wife has never tranfgreffed the bounds 
of virtue, nor the hufb^nd treated her with lan- 
guage which he would be afhamed to ufe a Gran- 
ger. Their amufements arc dittind: from each o- 
ther ; they know nothing of that heart-felt joy 
which ariics from being with thofe they love, fc- 
cluded from every eye, and breathing the fweets 
of the balmy evening. Their only care is refining 
thofe pleafures which repetition has rendered dull, 
and inventing new arts to pafs the tedious day, 
vh ch, notwithdanding their endeavdurs, aiFords 
fome hours in which that moft impertinent of all 
companions, called/elf^ never fails ofintrufion. 

There are many women in the World, I believe, 

to whom I might have made a good hufband ; bin: 

/ do not recoiled any one but xn^ luMcmd^ ^^iha 
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could have matk me a happy one. How grq|tly 
then am I indebted to thy amiable difpofition ^nd 
virtues, fince indifference and contempt are to be 
incompatible in the marriage ftate ? To Heaven, 
likewil^, my fincereft thstnks are due, for prcfer- 
ving its beft and moft valuable gifts to blefs my 
life. For, as Milton elegantly exprefles it. 

With thee oonverftng I forget all ciaie. 
All lealuB&and thdr change, all pleaic alike. 
Sweet is the breath of Morn, her rifixlg fvireee, 
Whh charm of earKeft birds; plearfant rhc Suir, 
tVhen firft an this deiightfal lund he fptcads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, ai>d flower, 
Glift*ring with dew ; fraj'rant the fertile earth 
. After foS (how'fs ; and fwect the comirg oii 
Of grsrefol ETening mild ; then filent Night, 
\y*ith this her iblemn bir4i& and this fair moon. 
And ihefethe genns of heaven, her ftarry train : 
Bur neither breath of Morn, when Ae afcends 
With charm of earlied birds, nor riling fun 
On this delightful Und, nor herb, frnit, flower, 
Giifl'ring wi^h dew ; nor fragrance after (bowers; 
Nor grateful Evening mild ; nor filent Night, 
With this her folemit bird ; nor walk bf m#bB, 
Or gliii*ring (lar-4ight, without thee is fweet. 

Having once begun thofe beautiful lines of my 
Lucinda s favourite poet, I found it impoillble to 
break off fooner ; nay, I was pleafed to be able to 
cxprefs fo elegantly the language of my heart. 

Aranthes, who is jufl come in, and has looked 
over my Iboulder, upon feeing fo much poetry,., 
cried out, " Very fine, truly, 1 (hall take the firft 
opportunity to inform Lucrnda of this, I aiTure 
you." '* If you have any thing," I replied, " to 
acquaint Lucinda with, you may make ufe of me, 
for I am now writing to herr^ How is this ?** 
fays Aranthes, ^^ what, kfding your letcers with 

foetry after more than twenty years' marriage! 
concluded you were addrefling fome other fair 
one, and endeavouring to &£t>etx \kiwt tw^s^aji'^i^^ 
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heart by the Mufe*s afliftancc. But come with me 
to Lady — — 's. Not a word, however, of Lu- 
cinda all night ; to be feen with fuch an old fa* 
iliioned creature as you would fpoil my reputa- 
tion entirely, if your chara&er fhould ouce be 
known." 

You know Arantbes, my Lucinda, extremely 
well, and will perceive by this that he is dill the 
fame man as ever. He dteftres me to apologize for 
his taking me from you, as he calls it, and at the 
fame time to fend you his compliments. My blef- 
iing to the children, whom 1 ihall make happy by 
fome little prefents at my return; to thee, my love^ 
I ihall bring a heart more truly thine than ever^ 
more intimately acquainted with thy virtues, and 
more perfedly convinced of its own felicity. Be>» 
lieve me, &c. 

LETTER IX. 

To Cleanthes^ on friendjhipj age^ and death- 

Nor. 15, 17*^. \ 

TT is no fmall alleviation to that anxiety which 
•* the lofs of a friend produces, to reflet that the 
fame virtues which procured him our eOeem will 
likewife intitle him to eternal happinefs. This 
confolation I received upon clodng the eyes of 
Aridus, the lall and mofl melancholy office which 
Friendihip can perform* 

At length, my Cleanthes, that friendihip, which 
we once divided, is now confined to oiirfelves. We 
have feen thofe who advanced with us along the 
vale of life iinkinto the grave, and have lived to be 
the only links of the chain of friendihip which we 
helped to conilitute at our entrance into the world. 
We have together, in the hours of youth^ looked 
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bac&, and defpifcd die toj9 of infancy^ in cnaft itilift^' 
hood we have ihiiiedattfaeplcaforeiof ottpyaoirthf' 
and* are now come to that age in which we' look^ 
back on all alike,. and consider (iv«ryi profped; that 
terminated on this iide the grave as beneadl our 
notice or regard. 

At this feafon of life, onff of^ thf mod: coniider-^ 
able pleafures which remain tec htimtiit nature^ is: 
the recoliedion of the moments which are paiK 
Now, wfailfl I write to my Cleamhes I recall wttb^ 
fatisfadion the time in which we Were induced^. by: 
a* parity of fentiments^ to form: the focial connec- 
tion, and the fteady union in which we have paf- 
fed from that hour to the prcfenc- The time ap* 
proacheswliich muA put a period to>our iriendfhipi 
none hope that Providence will esuend their lives: 
tp an unufual length but tfaofe who fear to die; as 
for ourfelves, we have reached that age which few 
are bom to attain, add which, in the language of' 
an admired writer, requires a great deal of rra- 
vidence to produce. I flatter myfelf,^ that our days' 
have been fo fpent that we have no reafon to trem^ 
bie at the thought of onr laft,. nor embitter there^ 
maining part of our life with apprehenfion for the; 
inevitable hour to come. 

We have lent the t^r of pity tadiflrels, and^ 
alleviated the misfortunes of our fellow-creatures ^ 
we have neither indulged our pal?ton9,n'or negkc* 
ted the praife we owe ro the Author of atxr mer*« 
cics. Why, therefore, fhoutd wie trembled We^ 
leave a world whofe pleafures we are no letigef^ 
capable of pofTefTrng ; we have palled' through its^ 
enjoyments^ and have foiond them vam; we leave* 
it for the happieft of fhites : and yet the tender' 
tye of parents holds us.; we mnifl leave thofe whom* 
nature obliges us to love; yet let us femethber 
that we leave them to the care of a divine Provi*. 
denoe, and. be thankful that we ' wert tu^^ c^<^ 
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whilft their loinds were yet unformed, or we.haui 
(H)ndud;ed them from the budding to the bloom of 
reafon. 

If at any time a kind of wifh arifes, which would 
defer the hour that Heaven has allotted for my 
laft, it is when J am furrounded by my family,' 
and obferve the looks of tendernefs which they 
gratefully beftow oB-jne; yet fometimes their be- 
ing prefent >has the oppofite eiFcct, and I am appre- 
beniiv:^ led the moment ihould not arrive nil I 
mourn the lofs of a child. 

I know nQt that any thing would give more con- 
flderable amufement than our reviewing together 
our part livifes, and recollefting the dangers we 
have paiTed from the flornis of our pafTions, when 
now time has lulled them to red. It would not. 
be unintertaining, I imagine, to colledt the vari*' 
ous opinions and ideas we have had of the fame 
objed, and mark the progrefs of the human mind* 
through the different ftages of life. Cleanthes, 
therefore, who enjoys the bleffing of healch in a 
more eminent degree than his friend, will haften 
to fecand give him the greatell fatisfadtion he can 
polfibly know. 

I write this from the grotto which Lucinda's 
fancy decorated, and where we have pafled fo ma- 
ny happy hours. Providence has taken care ta 
wean us from the love«of life by degrees. Scarce 
have we reached the ripened age of manhood be* 
forf we have more friends in the grave than fur- 
yiving; andifrom that moment, which is almofl 
the prft of ferious refleftion, we begin to perceive 
the Vanity of human happinefs. It was the will 
of Heaven that I fhould mourn the lofs of my Lu- 
cinda, and feel the pang of feparation, yet not till 
we had grown old in love, and Iweetened the 
greateft part of our lives with connubial happi- 
nefs. Since the retrofped pait of our lives pre« 
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jfrnts us with nothing which /hould terrify our 
imaginatron, let us pals the remaining days which 
Heaven ihall allot us in calm ferenity, and in re- 
iignation to the Divine will. 

Whenever the deftined hour fhall come, my 
Cleanthes, may we (ink contented from the wbrld, 
and in the perfeft aflurance of eternal happihefs ! 

I am, &c« 

LETT E R X. 

A letter from Bijhop Afterbury to his Jhn Ohadtahy 
at Chrift'church College in Oxford. 

£Containing^ fome ufefu) hints in rejg;ard to wri- 

ting letters.^ 

DcarObby, 

T THANK you for your letter, becaufe there are 
■■■ manlfefl figns in it of your endeavouring to ex- 
cel yourfelf, and, of confequence, to pleafe me. 
You have fucceeded in both refpe^, and will al- 
ways fucceed, if you think ic Worth your while 
to confider what you write, and to whom ; and 
Jet nothing, though of a trifling nature, pafs thro' 
your pen negligently : get but the way of writing 
corredly and juftly i time and ufe will teach you 
to write readily afterwards ; not but that too much 
icare may give, a {liffiiefs to your ftyle^ which ought 
in all letters, by all means, to be avoided : the 
turn of them fliould be always natural and eafy, 
for they are an image of private and familiar con- 
verfation. I mention this with refpedt to the four 
or five lines of your's, which have an air of poe- 
try, and do, therefore, naturally refolve them- 
f elves into blank verfes. I fend you your letter 
again^ that yourfelf may now make the fame ob- 
fervation. But you took the hint of that thou^t 
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from a poem; and it is no wonder, thereforCi 
that yjou heightei3>eid tbe phrafea little when you 
were expreffiog 1%, The red is asit (huuld be^ 
and, particularly, there is an air of. duty and lin- 
4cerity^ which, if it comes from your heart, is the 
xaoA acceptable prefeat you can make me. With 
thefe good qualities .an incorrect wciter iwouid 
pleafc me, and without them the finefl thoughts 
and language will make no lading impreflion on 
me. The great Being fays, you 4cnow, — '* My 
" fon, give me thy heart;" implying, that with- 
out it all .other gifts {ignify nothing. Let me con- 
jure you, therefore, never to fay any thing, ei- 
ther in a letter, or common converfation, that 
•you do not think; but always to let yoor mind 
and your .words go together on the mod trivial 
occafions. Shelter not the lead degree of .inimce- 
rity under the notion of. a compliment, which, as 
far as it ddferves ro beipradUfed by a man of, pro- 
bity, is only the mod cItiI aad obligifig «way, 6f 
faying >what you really mean ; and rwhoever •m- 
^loys it' otherwi& tfaitxws^Mi^ay truth for leveed- 
•tng: I need mot tell you how little ibb ohai^aAcr 
gets by fueh an exchange. 

1 fay not this as ifi fufpe&ed tbait in any part 
-of your letter you intended to write what was 

roper without^any vegard to wJiat was true ; for 
am refolv«d to believe that you were in Earned 
from the beginning to the «nd.of it, as much as I 
«m^ when 1 tell you that I am 

Y<»ir loving fisther^ &c. 
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:Ff'om a young lady in one of the Canary iflands t$ 

herjijter in England^ 'whom Jhe had never fe en ; 

, containing a fr effing invitation to her to <Qme 

overy and defer ihtng ihe beauties of the place^ In 

order to prevail on -her* 

Ti^'UST w« for ever, my dear lifter, convcrfe 
^'-'' only at this unhappy diilance ^^ — Arc w^ born 
of the fame parents, to be eternal aKens to. eacb 
other?-*—--! havt? been told wonders of your wit, 
ingenuity, and good nature.*— Mutt (Grangers, or 
at lead very diilant kindred, reap all tlie benefit^ 
of tbefe amiable qualities, wfaiie tbofe who are. 
reared, and ought, mrthinks, tobedearett, mourn 
the want of it ?— They fay there is a fecret fym- 
pathy between per ions of tiie fame blood, and I 
am fure I feel it 5 ho*w is it then with you ? — Have 
you never any of thbfe yearnings, thofe locgings, 
to fee the daughter of your father and your mo- 
ther^ which to powerfully agitate me in my daily 
Qiuiings and my nightly dreams ?— 4t not afie^ion, 
pity (houM make you wiih to be with a fitter^ who 
ilands fo much in need of your afQilance. Ygu 
kuow my father's great affairs fuffer him fekiom to 
be with his family.»-«~I>eath has deprived me of 
my mother^ and Devotion of her filter ^ but ihe 
forfakes me only to join herfelf to her Creator : 
you have ho iuch plea. And as you are (ix yeart 
older than myfelf, and of a nnich fuperior under-- 
ftandtng, it is « kind of duty ia you to be with 
me; to correct the errors of my unexperi^ced 
youth, and fonn my mind by the model of your 
own.— ^Believe me^ I would hz moft obedient to 
your inftrudions^ and love the precepts for the 
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teacher's fake.— What can withhold you frota 
coming to a place where y6ur prefence is fo ar- 
dently deiired r-r-Wbat can you find fo pieadne to 
you in a kingdom rent with internal divilions r — 
wfaete father agalnft (on, and brother againil bro- 
ther, maintain. unnatural conteil ! A kingdom^ 

>(rhere pride, injuAice, luxury, and profanenefs, 
aire ^aliUoH: univerfal, and religion become a re* . 
proach to the profeflion ! ■ a kingdom^ > iinking 
by fwift degrees into mifery and contempt, yet 
infatuated fo far as to dot^ on the caufe of th^ir 
undoing ! — ^At lead this is the account we haVe 
o€ it.«'-%an this^.be agreeable to a perfon of your 
nice and diflinguiihing tafte !•— O my.deareft (if-* 
ter ! liften to the did:ates of reafon, of duty, and 
of nature; "S^ll join to «all you from that worie 
tkait Egypt into the land <tf Canaan. — ^Here Peace 
add Innocence go hand in hand, and all the Gra- 
ces, all the Pleafures, wait upon their fteps,-— ^ 
JNo foreign Svars, no homebred jars, no envy, nO 
iliftruft, dittUrb the foft ferenity of thefe blifsful 
feats^ iJut all is harmony and love.-r-Eternal ze- 
phyrs wat^h our morning walkings, biinging.ten 
tboufaml odours Oti their wings, and cempt. us to 
the groves from whence they fpring.-^In troops 
we\Waiider through the jefiamine lanes, or (it iu - 
•oAnge bowers, where fruits, ripe and in bloiFom, 
ch^rm our fmell and taH'e.-^ometimes on mules 
We take (hort journeys to TenerifFe, and on the 
.Joot of that Aupendous mount recline on banks of 
xbfes umbrclla'd over with fpreaditig myrtles^— — 
then diange the fcene, and view the fpacious vine- 
}^rds, where huge alcoves of cjuftering grapes 
bang pendent over our heads. — ^Sometimes we roam 
thro*^ a long gallery of (lately pines, whofe loaded 
boughs prefent us every kind of fruit in une. — 
But there is no defcribing half the various fweets 
which Nature^ with-a lavilh band^ pours on thefe 
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ifles, which juftly have, thei name of Fortunate J 
nor (I flatter myfelf) will there he .any needof 
farther arguments to bring you to us,— My father 
has juft now iiiformed me, that Captain ***^. car- 
ries hispoiiriye orders for your coming^andj 
may now red in an afiuredhope of enjoying the 
happinefs Ifo long and fo earneftly have wifliedy 
yet I am craving (till more.^— I would, fain,, me- 
thinks, imagine, if I could, that with your obedt 
race to our father, fome. little fliare of lovevfor 
me ^w as mingled, and^that you will iembark with 
the more readiiiefs; by. the.tboughiis that-you will 
embrace one.who.h^s fd tender m affedion .for 

Su, and thinks it) tfae.gceatieft&lfdKnig. to Xuaficcibft 
rfelf,' 

My; di^ar (iftea\- 

Your, mod: aSRftipiiatey and*- * 

Mod ci«dient fervanty 

Maria 4BoTi;£^. 

L i: T f E R. 3tlJ; 

Jirom Mjfs Middleton, /a Mifi Pemherton^ giping; 
her the melancholy account ofberjifie^r^s aeath* . 

Dear Mifs Fembcrton^ ^ 

JUST as I was fetiting out fdr Worcefterftiric, lA- 
order to follow ray (Kiier, who, you know^ 
faais been fome time there, I received a letter from 
my aunt, acquaihting m^ that (he was takjhi ili 
lalt Fridii^y, and died in two days after. — ^Yes^ that 
lately fo much admired, that fplendid beaisty, is 
now reduced to a cold lump of clay :«^f or ever* 
clofed are thofe once fparkling eyes ;-i-'huihed'it 
that voice which gave fo much delight :;p^--thoI^ 
Umbs which art had ranfacke^ to adorn, have now 
00 other covering than a Ample ihroud^ and.\$v%^ 

Pa. 
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few days will be confined within the narrow coin- 
pais of a tomb. — Ah ! what is life 1 — ^what all the 
gaudy pride of youth, of ponap, of grandeur !— 
what the vain adoration ot a flattering world !— 
Delullve pleafures, — ^fleeting nothings, how un- 
worthy are you oi' the attention of a reafonable 
being I— *You know the gay manner in which we 
, have always lived, and will, no doubt, be furpri- 
•fed to find exprefTions of this kind fall from my 
pen ;.-^but, my dear Pemberton, hitherto my life 
iias been a dream ; but I am now, thank Heaven, 
awake. — My iifter's fat£ has roufed me from xaj 
lethargy of mind, made me fee the ends for whi^ 
I was^ ck*eated, and refled that there is no time to 
be lo{l|for their accompliihment. — Whocanailure 
jue, that in an hour, a moment, I may not be as 

• ihe is ? — 'And if fo, oh ! how unfit, how unprepa- 
red, to make my audit at the great tribunal ! — ^In 
-what a Itrange (lupidity have I palTcd fourteen or 
fifteen years I (for ihofe of my childhood are not 
to be reckoned.) — ^I always knew that death was 
the portion cif mortality, yet never took the lead 
care to arm againft the terrors of it. — Whenever 
I went a little journey, I provided myfdf with all 
things neceffary, yet have I got nothing ready for 
that long, lail voyage, I muil one day take into 

another world. Whaft an infatuation, to be 

anxious ^fbr the minuteft requiiites for eafc and 
pleafure, in a dwelling where I propofed to ttay a 
few weeks, or months, perhaps, yet wholly re- 
gardlefs of what was wanting for making ray fe- 
licity in an eternal fituaticm ! Keafon, juU kind- 
led, fliudders at the recoilettipn of that endlefs 

' train of follies I have been guilty of, Weil 

.might the poor Berintbia feel all their force ^-^ 
vain, gay, unchiukit^g, as rayfelf, 1 tremble at the 
bare imagination of tUpiq id6^$ wlxich hex laljt ^(^ 
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ments mnfl ihfpire ; for I now fahlrfully bclicv6- 
with Mr Waller, that, 

** IjC^ving the old, borh-worMs at once they vicv, 
'* Who Hand upan the threfhold of the new/* 

Whether it was the fuddennefs of her fat^, or 
a letter fhe^ wrote to m9 not two hours before hjer> 
death, I know not, that has xB^stdc tiu3 alteratioo^^ 
in me; but of this I am- certainy that I. can never, 
eno^h acknowledge the goodnefs of that Divinp* 
^pwer,' without whofe affiUance it could not have 
\eitn brought abour. . 

I ilia 11 make no apology for thrs melssicholjr 
^iflle, becaufe I am very fenfible, that whatever 
concern you may feel ftxr my fifter, it will be 
greatly alj^viated by finding Lara become, at la(l,. 
a reafonable creature. I inelofe you. the letter 
flie fent, to the end you mayjudge wit& what kindv 
if( fentiments.ilie left this worldL— -Heaven has, I. 
bope, .accepted «hgr conti^ition, and^ilj^enable me^. 
^ you wilLfind &e defir^ tp' be xBori early inu 
jtnine*. # laiti, dear IViif$v 

Your oidil <a£iided^biimfale fervant^. 

' ■ 1 • ■ ■ ■ " 

E ETT fe R Xm. • 

Mi/i MiUdUton's letter to her 0er, pffdo/eJ m, 
the fotegQtng^) ivrote a' feiif hours before her 
death ^ ad-blfing her fiof to defer mating the nc*- 
ceffdry freparathm for futurity m 

' My dear Sifter^. 

XI^FORS* this can pofliBly reach ybuj tire unv- 
■*^ changii^ fiat will be pMfed ii^jott^e, arid I; 

/hall be eithei^. bappy ^r>4nif6rAl4e fM- ever. • 

Kond .about me pretend, to fhUer-me ^ltkM»r. 
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hope« of feeing another morning. — Short (parce ta 
acconipl'vih the mighty work of etem^kl (aivation ! 
» Yet 1 cannot leave the world without admo- 
nilhing,-^— without conjuring, you to be more early 
in preparing for that dreadful hour you are fure 
not to efca]>e, and know not how fhortly it may 
arrive. — We have bad the fame fort of education^ 
-—have lived in the fame manner } and though ac- 
counted very like, have refembled each other more 
in our follies than our faces. — Oh ! what a wade 
of time have we not both been guilty of ! To drefs 
well has been our ftudy, — parade, equipage, and 
admiration, our ambition, pleafure our avoca- 
tion, — and the mode our god.— -How often, alas i 
have I profan'd, in idle chat, that facred name^ 
by wbofe merits alone I have hopes U> be forgi-^ 
ven ? How often have I fat and heard his miracles 
sind fufferiQgs ridiculed by the falfe wits of the age, 
without feeling the leafl emotion! at the.blafpbe^ 
Bijr! — ^Nay, how often have I myfelf, becaufe I 
;iieard others do fo, called in c|ueflion that futuri- 
ty I now go to prove, and am already convinced 
of I One moment, methinks I fee the blifsful feats, 
of ParadiTe unveiled ; — I hear ten thoufand myrw 
ads of Oftf riads of celeflia)' forms tuning their gold«> 
en harps to fbngs of praife ta the unutterable 
name.— -The next, a fcene all black and gloomy 
.fyreads itfelf before^ whence ifiue nought but fobs^ 
and groans, and horrid flirieks. — My flu^uating^ 
imagination varies the profped,. and involves me 
in a fad uncertainty of my eternal doom* — Oa 
one hand beckoning, angels finile upon me, whiie^ 
en the other, the furies fland prepared to feize 
my fleeting fouL — ^Methinks I dare not hope, nor 
Will the Rev. Dr G**** fuf{er«ie to diefpair ; — ^be 
comforts^ne with the pr»mifes.inliply^writ^ which^ 
to my ihame, I was unacquainted with before ;; 
(}ut now I feci tkem balm to my tormented coa* 
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fcience. — Dear, ^^car fifter, I muft bid you ctcr- 
^lal adieu; — I have cKfcharged my duty in giving 
you this warning, O ! may iny dcath^ which you 
will fhortly hear of, give it that weight I .wHh arid, 
pray for. You. are xhc laft objed of my earthly 
cares : — ^I have now done wkh »H beloSy-f^ftall 
retire into myfelff ftn'd devote i the few momcntl 
allowed me to the penitence w^hich alone can en* 
title me to a glorious immortality. I die 
Your (incere friend, 

and mod aSedionate and <ieparting fifler,, 

B&RIMTaiA., 

LETTER XTV, 

A letter to Mlfs W-^ — , advijlng her to take care: 

ofter tojujey. &c; 

AS you are a tenant zt wiH in a vet7 Bandfomer 
-*^ gentect houfe, and* are now capable' of fur^ 
nifliing it in the polittft manner, ruling it hy, the 
ftriftefl maxims of economy and dccoTum, pertfjit 
a friend to give a> few curlbry hints ia an al&ir of 
fo much importance. 

Your building h eompofed of fome of the Uneftr 
materials I ever faw,. and rs fo much' the more li- 
able to difcover any flaw or fpot that may acci- 
dentally touch it — It is ere^leotoa proper height^ 
a juilirze, reared on a regular plan, and- finifhedi 
with the moil accurate proportion. — On the top- 
flands an eminenc turret, fHrnifted with a room or 
globular form, which, I bbftrve, has two chryftat 
\vindows in tlte front i. ihefe are fo conftruded as. 
to be exceeding ufeful, as they commaridan exten- 
five profpeft, and, if always kept chfan an<fbTigbr» 
will prove a very great orntmient to the houfe. I 
advile yoii not to look through them at ever; ob^ 
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j€ft that paflTes by ; be Aire to (hut them foonar 
night, and you may open them as early as yo^: 
pleafe ia the morning. — Oti each^ iide I difcover a* 
nnall portal to receive company;, take -care tbev* 
* don't always (land open,' for then you will Beer owch 
•d with vifitors^ and^ perhs^p^ with many' focb ag^ 
ypu will not like; let them ne^ei: be (hut agaiqfl:: 
the inflrui^tive parent,, the adviiing friend, or the' 
fupplicating orphan. — I took. notice of one gate ia* 
the front, at which all your company goes out ^ 
let that generally be barred clofc; be cautious what 
vjlitors. you let out publicly,. Icll, if any of ill cha- 
raders be feen coming from it, you draw a. fcan— 
dal upon your houfe;: it wJll^be neceflary, there- 
fore, to lay a flrict injunftibn of vigilance on your' 
two porters, who (land centinels in liveries of the: 
deepeft fcarlct, juft without the ivory pallifades^. 
— I have feen fome people paint the two panilels^ 
jufl belpyv the windows; but I would advife ypm 
to the contrary, for your natural colours far cjc— 
ceed all the decorations of art. — ^This part of the: 
jedlfice is fupportedby a pillar of Corinthian mar- 
tie, whofebafe is ornamented with two alabader 
femiglobes, over which is generally drawn., a- BtkC.- 
lawp-curtain of admirable needlework. 
. Beneath is the ^reat hall, in which you ha^ a«. 
imall dofetof exqulike^ workmanlhip ; this', I fup^ 
pofe, is the pizee of your fecret retirement,, opeti 
to hone but yourfelf,. or fome faithful intimate: 
■friend;— —I advife you- to keep this always clean^, 
furnifh.it well, make it a little. library of the b^ 
}3tradical authors,, and vifit it frequently, efpecialr- 
!y when you return home from diurcfa, or l^ve a- 
circle of ac-quaiutance which you have met- at the* 
tea-table. Let the dutilde of the hall not appear 
fikea hearfe Hung round with efcutcheons,. nor- 
like a coach of ftate bedawbed With gilt and colour^ 
jngs; but let it be gbin, neat^ and dean^^, to coat 



L E T T E R -\V R I T E R. 177 

viricc the world that it is kept more for ufc than 
ornament. 

You are fenfiblc, Mifs, Time effaces the beauty, 
and demolflheb the ilrength, ot the noblcft ftruc- 
ture, and ther^qre will not be furpnzed to find 
your little tenement fubjeft to the fame change. 
I)oubtiefs it has often wanted repairs, though you 
have Hved in it no longer, which are plain mtima* 
tions that the houfe will one day fall. — You may 
foon be turned but — the landlord may give you 
warning, or may not — this is all uncertain — be 
ever ready to g6 when caHed upon, and then you 
will not be afraid to leave It at the fhorteft notice. 
' — One thing I would obfcrve^ too, is, that when 
you quit the houfe, no other tenant will inhabit 
it, but will ly wafle and-in ruins; yet the proprie- 
tor will fomc time or other rebuild it for your re- 
ception in a more durable manner, ^'ith the fame 
materials, but fo refined and modified that it will 
be liable to no accident or decay ; and as it is ab* 
folutely neceffary that your habitation be n«w 
reared in foine other place, I heartily wifh it may 
be in a finer country, under a milder climate, and 
well flieltered from all florms; then willypur fitu- 
ation be happy and honourable, and yad)^eafe ne- 
ver expire, i 

Your\ &c. WLi^: 

r3Krt N. 

' • • ■ ; ■ 

L E T T E R XV. . 

From a/cfn/ihle ^ady, with a neverfalllng recetpf 

for a beauty-wa(h. , 

AS you fecm fo intent on improving, the per* 
fonal charms of yopr alrjeady amlabii&xiaii^.h' 
ter, 1 can ho Ignger delay ani\vering youclcttsri 
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—You wQuId be glad, you fay, of a receipt t# 
make a walh ; but it mufl be perfe<ftly innocentf 
What I recommend. Madam, is truly fo, and will 
greatly jllullrate and preferve her complexion. 
Pray let her obferve the following rules 3 
In the morning.fair water is to be ufedas a pre- 
paratory ; after w.hich fhe mu(i abftain from all 
iudden gulh of palTion, particularly, envy,, as that 
gives the ikin a fallow palenefs. It m«ly feeui 
trifling to talk of- temperance ; yet mud this be 
attended to, both in eating and drinking^ if fli^ 
would avoid thofe pimples, . for which, tbe.adverw 
ttfed waibes area boa (ted cure* Infteadof roic^«;i 
let her ufe moderate exercife; which'^ll excite a 
natural bloom in her cheeks not to bc^ imitated by 
art. . Ingenuous candour, -and unaiFe&ed good;hu^ 
moUr, will give au ppennefs to her cotmttnancf 
that will make her unlverfally agreeable. A- do% 
fire of pleating will add fire to ner eyes,;and breath<p 
ing the morning air at funrife will give her lips ^ 
vermilion hue. That amrab^e vivacity, which (he 
now poiTeiTes, may bje happily heightened and pre* 
ferved, if fhe avoids late hours and card-playing^ 
but not otherwife : for the fird gives the face a. 
drowfy disagreeable afpedi, and the lad is the nio- 
ther of wrinkles.*— -\ white hand is a very defi^ 
rable o^l^ment ; and a hand can never be white- 
unltfs it \be kept clean Nor is this all ; for if 
the young lady will excel b^r companions in this 
refpc£l, fhe muft keep her hands in conllant mo- 
tion, which will occafiotl the blood to circulate 
freelK and have a wonder ail efFed. 'i'he motion 
I would recommend is working at her needle,, 
brufliing up the h.ufe, or twirling the diftafT. I^ 
was this induft'-y in our grandmothers which gave 
JCneller an opportvinity of gratifying* pofterity 
with the view of fo many finehands ard arms in hi^L 
. iDcomparaible portraits.^-<«A few words more aiub 
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I'bavc dfonc. — Let her pr^fcrVe an unaffeded ncat- 
ncfs in her apparel 1 her fortune will permit her; ,' 
to drefs elegantly ; but h^r good fenfe fliould al- 
ways prevent her from defcending to gaudinefs, 
which ftrike& the eyes of the. ignorant, butdifgu(U 
thofe of true tafte and difcernment ; beddes, Ma«' 
dam, your daughter hasfo many natural charms, 
that (he can have no occaden to wear clothes that- 
will ^ttradt all the attention of- the multitude.- 
She poflTefles more Beauties than fhe is acquainted 
with, which is no fmall addition to her merit ; biit 
how can it he other wife, when fhe is your daugh- 
ter, and has you for an example ? 

I am, tccn 

LETTER XVI. 

Domrflic rule the province of the Wife. . 

Madam, 

T MUST affert, that the right of direSing domef* 
^ tic a&irs is, by the law of Nature, in the wo- 
n^an; andrthat weare perfectly qualified jipr the* 
exercife^ of dominioji,. notwithflanding what has 
often been faid by male-coats to the contrary* 
Thofe .who pretend . to diredl our bringing up, feem 
to have \ deuined us to that . power which they 
would afterwards difpute. We are employed in 
ouv fampler^, or diverting ourfelves with our 
babies; w£ pafs from bur muther'a nurfery to. 
our own,, and from imaginary. vifits to real ones, . 
without fatiguing ourielves .with a variety of un« : 
neccflary acquirements, on which the men mod 
value thetsfelves. Indeed, which I would con- 
demn too eager a nurftjit of, weare taught ling- 
ing and dancing I but what are thefe to the drud- 
gery of fchobls and univerfities ? The W&CLtS^ 
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of a family, when thoroughly peffcfrmed, takei 
in the whole circle of our time, and affords no 
room for any thing except innocent relaxations* 
We are certainly then more likely to onder- 
(land domedic policy than the men, who have 
twenty other tnings to m'nd. A mere faoufe- 
wife, like a mere fcholar, is fit for nothing elfe^ 
I admit, and will make a man a very unfodabie 
companion. But as fome men of great appli* 
cation to their rcfpedive profeflions have, not* 
withdanding, a very polite behaviour, fo a wo* 
man may make the government of her houfe the 
principal care, without fuffering it to become the 
principal theme of her difcourie; nor do I think 
it at all necelTary, that to eftabliih a character at 
a manager, her hulband fhould twice or thrice a* 
week hear her fcolding the fervants. TUs is one 
of the great objedlions to female government^ and 
our adverfaries would fain prefent it at a thing at 
neceffary to us as a (landing army to the admini* 
ftracipn. But both may be calumnies, and the 
mere effeds of a defire to get into other folks* 
places. Experience is wholly on our fide ;■ for 
wherevAj^ the mailer exceeds his pi'oper fphere, 
and pretends to give law to the cookmaid as well 
as the coachman, we obferve a great deal of dif- 
cord and confulion. When a man, who it alwayt 
a better judge when things are wrong than of the 
method of fecting them to rights, entrenches on 
the woman's province, it is the ready way to make 
the refl of the family defpife them both. But when 
a woman of tolerable good fenfe is allowed to dU 
red her houfe without controul, all things go well, 
fhe prevents even her huiband's wifhes, the fer* 
vants know their bufinefs, and the whole family 
live eafy and happy. It is with great concern that 
I perceive our fex 'of late inclined to mind any 
thing rather than their families, which inclinatioa 
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mud have fatal confequences. Can there be any 
thing more honourable for a woman than the right 
management of her family ? And it may be. ob- 
ferved to them,, that they mufl take their choice, 
either to manage their children and fei'vants, or to 
be managed by them. If liberty is the thing they 
aim at| they certainly midake the road. A wo- 
man's freedom confiils in power, and not in a li- 
cenfe to gad about, which is fcandalous even in a 
girl, and befpeaks a giddinefs of foul below com- 
paffion. The conduct of the eftate or -buiinefs 
ought furely to be in the hulband ; and if he parts 
wkh it, it if an z& of weaknefs* The condud of 
the houfe belongs as jullly to the wife; and no 
man oug^t to marry a woman whom he would 
not trull with the management of fuch concerns. 
Adieu, dear friend ! incroach not on the province 
of your hufband, but continue to be mUlrefs in 
jfour own. I am^ 

Your afiedionate fri^d, 

Sylvia Sharf. 

LETTER XVII. J| 

From a Lady to her acquaintance^ on gnawing o/A 

My dear Lucy, 

I HAVE been thinking that human underjtaniing 
is no lefs liable to be unhinged than the mecha- 
nifm of the human frame. The Icaft jar of a fur- 
prife puts it out of tune, and one cannot prefently* 
get into order again. — We have certainly faffi^nr 
of.the mind^ as well as dUeafes of the hay^ which 
we are not aware of till fome'fudden accident calls: 
them forth; and the one are no lefs capable of 
iufpending the faculties of reafon for a time thaKv 
the other are of obftruftuur xImiX animal ^^^^ ^'^ 
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tbr proper circulation of which we owe our besdth 
aiid vigour* 

I wai l'cd*into this refleffion by catching mytclf 
in a folly which I (ball not be much afhamed of 
confefiing, (ince, on contemplating fome pafTages 
my obf<ervation fuppties me with, I find the foible 
inherent, in a^ more or lefs degree, in tlie whole 
fpecies of human kind^ though few are ingenuous 
enough' to acknowledge it* 

I was fitting yefterday in my parlour-window^ 
looking carelefly on the people as they pafTed, 
when^ all at onoe, a fellow abruptly prefented 
himfclfliefore me, and cried, in a hoarfe voice^ 
SpeSiacie^j Madam,, fine SpeSiacles ; and at the 
f&me time, thruft a pair of thofe nofe-faddles with« 
in the fafh. You cannot imagine, dear Lucy, how 
i: was (hocked s I gaye the man a (hort anfwer, and^ 
ioimediately drew down the window, t-** Good 
** God ! ' ' faid I to myfplf, " do I look old enough^ 
** t4> be fuppofed to want fpedlaclcs ?" not conii- 
dQring thatjt waB the fellow's trade to offer them 
to every body, and that many people younger than 
myfelf, were obliged to make-ufe of tbeiii. — T ran^ 
however, to' my glafs, and fancied J perceived 
what they call the crow's feet appearing at the cor- 
ners of my eyes. — I looked, and looked again, . and 
the more I did fo, the more I thought tbefe cruel 
marks of Time were vifible ; and now recollefting 
thiat^my laft birth*day brought hie into my one- 
ahd-thirtierh year, and that a very few more of 
them would rank me among the number of the* 
agpd, I fell into fudi a fit of t£ie vapours as I bad; 
never before known. Is. not this unaccountable ?' 
•4-Where now was my underftanding ?— -where vaff 
rjoafQn? The little- ihara Ibave is fufficient to make* 
me Wiow, that whoever lives a great while in tbis^ 
world mufl:- grow o]d^ and few of us there are who^ 
desire tQidia yoong* Why N»a^ uot.\h\^ knowledge 
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at hand to make me eafy under tlie cotemon ciourfe 
of Nature ? 

I do afTure you I bad grown two or three hours 
older before I could bring niyfetf Jo be reconcHtet 
with the apprehcnfions that every moment brought 
me nearer to that fo-much-drcaded ftage of life ; 
but, thank Heaven, I got the bettfer of k at kft^ 
and laughed at th)5 foolifli part my imagination had 
been acting. 

That we all^ however, hav« a naMira) aver/ion 
to gray hairs^ and wrinkles cantiot bed^^n^; umlr 
that to ov«rtrome the uneafinefs tlieitaippi^e^aeh in- 
(Aids requires the utmvft exertion of our tesiibni 
yet ^$ not this an inconfift'eticy, k kind of AJbfurdN 
ty in our habilt of tftiinkiwg ?— W^ ridi<;ule a thou- 
fend ieifler follies f»f msnkind, yet j>af& over tha^ 
which more tlian all defends <«nftit«, the bein^ 
alhamed or afraid of attaitiing ^'kkt «%! the vyot-Id, 
as well as ourfelvifes, would wifti ^o at*riv*e a!t; "> * * 
But we would live for ever if w« could, and yet 
be always young; we would annihilate the de- 
predations of Time from fifteen to fixty : and even 
then not be content, perhaps, to be thought in 
our decline. 

Were old age terrible to us merfely as it is the 
forerunner of death, or as it is generally attended 
with infirmities Svhich render life a burd^, I 
ihould not be fo much furprifed) but, alas>^ we 
fee death and difeafes feize on ydlitK lin'd llrength; 
no time of life is a fsctirity againfl tittier.-^Nor i's 
it altogether the apprehenfion of Imng deprived of 
what fiiare of beauty Nature mAy hav€ bedoweil 
upon us that renders it £0 alarming, fineeh^hat blf^ 
may be loft by the fmallpox, atid a thioufakd othet* 
ficcidents.'—No, it is only the n«n«, not the =ef- 
.feds we fo mueh dread; and I'b^^ve knoft peoplis 
would rather chufe deformity with> youth tfaan^ 
tomeline& with oM age. 
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This, and fome other propen(ttie^ of the mind^ 
in my opinion, are fufficient to convince any think- 
ing perfon of the importance of human under- 
ilan(fing, and oblige us all to own^ with the poet, 
that 

Reafon in man is a twinkling lamp 

Of wind'ring life, that wakes and winks by turns $ 

Fooling the follower betwixt (hade and (hining. 

You will imagine, by my being fo ferious, that 
I have not yet got over the fright the man put me 
into, and indeed, I am not fure whether I nave or 
not ; but^ be that as it will, 1 have refolutioa 
.enough to wifh, from the very bottom of my heart, 
that you and I may grow old in friendfliip^ and 
that, whatever ^e^ time may have upon our per^ 
fons, our minds may remain as now united; wnich. 
will be a balance againft the mortifications in the 
power of the old gentleman with the hourglafs^ to^ 

My dear Lucy, 

Tour's, with the moft perfed amity, 

HlLARlA,. 

LETTER XVra. 

7o a Udy vjhg hud loft her beauty by thefmallpox* 

My dear Ophelia, 

RECEIVED your's, and rejoice too much on 
your recovery to be able to condole with .you 
on any alteration your late lUnefs has made in you^; 
and, indeed, how great foevcr it may be, am far 
from thinking it deferves to be mentioned with that 
concern you exprefs.*— — •You have encountered 
I>eath, and foiled him at one of his (harped wea- 
pons; and, if you have received fome fears, ought 
to look upon Uiem rather as trophies of Tiftory 
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than blemiflies. ^What if your complexion has 

loft fome parts of its fair enamel, and your fea» 
tures are not altogether fadslicate? ihe lefs charms 
your glafs prefents you with, the more you will 
find in your clofet; and, deprived of vain pleafurc 
in contemplating the graces of your outward form, 
you will have the greater leifure to improve and' 
embellifh thofe which are not fo eaiily impaired* 

Let us pretend what we will, it is tlie ambition) 
of attrading admirers that renders beauty of fo 
much value to all the young and gay ; but, if wc 
confider ferioufly, we (hall find that it is virtue,^ 

f^ood fenfe, fweetnefs^ of difpofition, and complai- 
ance, of which the girdle of Citherea. ihould be: 
compofed. — ^The fined face in the world,- without 
them, will not, long maintain its empire over the' 
heart c^a man of underftanding, as the poet trulyi^ 

Beauty foon yrowt fkmillar to the Vft ; 
Viitne alone has chaims that nerer die* 

Do not think, however, that I am glad to find^ 
you are more on a level, thanl>efGte this accident,, 
with the greateft part of our fex. I confefs, the 
beauties of the Berfon greatly contribute to fet o^l 
and render thoie of the mind confpjcuous, and, for* 
that reafon, ihpuld lament extremely any defed \m 
the one, if I were not certain you had enough o^: 
the other to engrofs the whole attention of as ma« 
ny as know you ; and that they may every dajr^ 
increafe in the luftre of true dignity, is the^ fmcerd^ 
wilh of, 

My dear Ophelia^ 

Your's 

SopaiLQi^'\k:<^ 
0.3 . 
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PART IV. 

Elegant Letters on various fubjeAs, to 
improve the flyle and entertain ^he mindy 
from eminent authors* 

L E T T E R L 

The following letter^ ivritten by Mr Gay^ giving an 
account of two lovers who, were Jiruck dead by tht 
fame flajh of lightnings is reckoned a mafierpiecc 
in e^ijlolary defcriftive writing. 

^Stantoa-Harcovrty Aug. 9, 1718. 

TH E only news you can exped to have from 
me here is news from Heaven : for I am 
quite out of the world, and there is fcarce any 
thing can reach me except the noife of thunder^ 
whieh undoubtedly you have heard "too. We have 
heard in old authors, of high towers levelled by 
It to the ground, while the humble valleys have 
efcaped* The only thing that is proof againfl: it 
is the. laurel, which, however, I take to be no great 
fecurity to the brains of modern authors. But 
to let you fee that the contrary to this often happ 
pens, 1 muft acquaint you, that thehighefl: and mod 
extravagant heap of towers in the univcrfe^ 
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is in this neighbourhood, (lands (till undefaced, 
while a cock of barley in our next field has been 
confumed to afhes. Would to God that this heap 
of barley had been all that had periihed ! But un* 
happily beneath this little fhelter fat two much 
more conftant lovers than ever were found in ro- 
mance under the fhade t>f a beech tree. John Hewit 
was a well-fct man of about five-and-twcnty i^ Sa- 
rah Drew might be rather called comely than beau- 
tiful, and was about the fame ^e. They had paf- 
fed through the -various labours of the year to- 

f;ether with the greated fatiisfaftion ; if (he idilked^ 
t was his morning «nd evening car^ to bring the 
cows to her hsmd. it was but the laft fair tkit he 
bought her a prefent of green (ilfc for her draw 
hat ; and the pofey on her (ilver ring was of his 
chufing. Their love was the talk of the whole 
neighbourhood ; for Scandal never affirmed that 
they had any other views than the lawful poflef- 
fion of each other in marriage. It was that very 
morning that he had obtained the confent of her 
parents, and it was but till the next week that they 
were to wait to be happy. Perhaps, in the inters 
vals of their work they were now talking of their 
wedding clothes, and John was fuiting feveral forts 
t>f poppies and field^flowers to her complexion, to 
tJiufe her a knot for the wedding-day. While they 
wwe thus buiied (it was on the laft of July, be-* 
tween two and three in the afternoon) the doudt 
grew black, and fuch a ftorm of lightning and . 
thunder cnfued, that all the labourers made the 
beft of their way to what fhelter the trees and 
hedges afforded. , Sarah was frightened, and fell 
down in a fwoon on a heap of barley ; John, who 
never feparatrd from her, fat down by her fide, 
having raked together two or three heaps, the 
better to fecure her from the ftorm. Immeaiately 
there was heard fb loud a cracky as if hearen had 
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fplit' afundcr; every one was felicitous for the 
{afety of his neighbour, and called to one another 
throughout the field. No anfwer being returne4 
to thofe who called to our lovers, they ftcpped to 
the place where they lay; they perceived the bar- 
ley all in a fmoke, and then fpied this faithful pair, 
John with one arm about Sarah's neck, and the 
other held over her, as if to fcrcen her from/ the 
lightning. They M^ere both ftruck in this tifinder * 
pofture. Sarah's left' eyebrow was finged,. apd ^ 
there appeared a black fpot on her bread*; her lo* 
ver was all over black, but not thrleaft figns of 
life were found in either. Attended by their me* 
lancholy companions, they were conveyed to the 
town, and the i^ext day interred in Stsmton-Hkr* 
court church-yard. My Lord Harcourt, at Mr 
Pope's and my rl?quefl,«.has caufed a* (lone to be 
placed over them, <upon condition that we (hould 
fjurnifh the epitaph; which is as fallows : 

When eaftern Uvers feed the faieral fire, 
. On the- fame-pile the fiiithfal pair eicfMre : 
Here pitying HcaiT*n that virtue monial found, . t 

And UlaAfd (>oth, that it mi{ht neither wounds 
Hearts fo fincere th* Aln^ighty faw well pleas'd^ 
Sent his own lightning, and theriAlms fciz'd. 

But my Lord isiipprehennve the country >peopIe 
will not underdand this; and Mr Pope fays he ^ 
will make one with fomething of fcripture in it^ 
^uid with as little poetry as Hopkins and Steriihold» 

I zmy &€• 
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^e three fottowing letters were wrote by a young 
lady of a good family^ and very genteeiy bred, 
(but afterwards reduced^) to a gentleman going 
abroad, under whofe care and f rote Shion fi^ was 
dejirous of retiring, in the Capacity of a houje^ 
keeper, from the frowns of the world. 

SIR, 

NO circumftance is more fl^ocking than that of 
being obliged to flrangers for relief; and, 
however confcious I may be of my own innocence 
and well-meaning, the prefumption of addrefling a 
gentleman in this manner may be a fufficient rea- 
fon to prevetit ray receiving fuch a (hare of credit, 
as, were I known to* you, I might with juftice 
pretend to. I hare had the misfortune to receive 
an education greatly above the ratik that s Heaven 
has allotted me, and I now, too foon, at the age 
of eighteen^ have ftruggled through more difficul- 
ties than you would chufe to be acquainted with ; 
and it^ would but ill become me to fhock the i^an 
to whom I wifh to be obliged* It is now fome 
timeTmce I formed the defign to leave England, 
and withdraw myfelf from the acquaintance of 
tbofe that have known me in a higher (late. I can 
be content in a decent retirement, and fhall eu- 
deavour to do my duty in the (lation I pretend to. 
Chance has directed me to you ; and it is without 
a bluih (and furely no one ihould be afhamed- of 
fo innocent a boldneis) that I offer myfelf to attend 
you abroad in the quality of a houfekeeper. My 
charader and flory you ihall be acquainted with ; 
the firft will be no difcredit to me, and the latter, 
perhstps, may raife a compaflicn in you that may 
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be ferviccable to mc. If you approve my deiign^ 
or have any curiofity to hear more^ I would beg 
the favour of you to advcrtifc, that the letter dU 
reded to Tom's was received, and I will then vear 
ture CO trouble you again, 

LETTER III 
SIR, 

I HAVE fo few obligatidps to the world, that I 
am at times furprifed at myfelf to find that the 
idea of gratitude fiiall be known to me, and yet i 
feel a thankfulnefs in roe for the notice you have 
taken of my (perhaps indifcreet) application. A 
thoufand diftrading thoughts have got the better 
of my judgment $ and though I know where you 
live, and am fully convinced that you would fcoril 
tp mean me an injury, yet a certain prejudice of 
education forbids me to purfue what I defigned, 
and I (hail now folicit nothing more from you than 
a pardon for having taifed your expedlation, and 
engaged your curiofity to be acquainted with a 
ilory that a womanifh pride will, perhaps, for ever 
prevent being known. I flattered myfelf, when I 
wrote before, that I had been miftreis of more re- 
folution ; but my fears llartle me, and I am fo con- 
Yincedof theill methods I have taken to be acquaint* 
ed with you, (and your knowledge of the world 
mud neceflarily encourage fiich fufpicions of me,) 
that no temptation can now be fufficient to make 
me difcover myfelf. I am adiamed of what has 
liappened, and feel a refentmeijt to myfelf foi* ha« 
ving dared to alarm your good nature with fears 
of an unfortunate young woman. I will fbitter 
myfelf you feci for n^ ; aiul the tendemefs and 
bumanky that I believe you Inafter of (hall at leai^ 
be thus far fatisfiedy (hat I wUl faec^^ixict^ VI ^^x^ 

R 
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tune has any favours to b^ow on me, give yoa 
the fatisfaclion of knowing who I am, and by what 
accident I thought of applying to you. Adieu ! 
/V me flattc que Ic ban D'tcu aura pitie dc mon irt' 
nocenccj car je n*ai jamais beaucoup fait dc maL 
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S I R, 



VirERE I in the lead inclined todifcovcr myfelf, 
^^ fo immediate an anfwer to your advertife* 
ment might in juflice be efteemed a forwardnefs ; 
but as my refolution is fixed, it will bear a better 
interpretation, and ought to be looked on as a 
decent regard for the perfon that feems to bear a 
ftare in ray misfortune. You may with great rea- 
fon reproach me for having dr^wn you into fo idle 
a correfpondencc ; and the perfuafion I have of 
your goodnefs and humanity are to me ftrong tef- 
timonials that your inquiry is not the effect of a 
giddy or ill meaning curiofity, but proceeds from 
the true principles of virtue, and from a deiign of 
giving me all the afiiflance I can wiilu.I mull own, 
that neceflity firil tempted me to apply ; and tbo' 
I am determined to flop fhort, and give a check to 
my ill judged fcheme, yet I will ever encourage 
myfelf In a thankfulnefs to you, and compliment 
my own judgment for having fo ealily difcovered 
the perfections of fo amiable a character. My pea 
feems pleafed with the office of writing to you, and 
I am now prepared to run greater lengths _thaa 
Patience might excufe. We are all fond of doing 
what is moil pleafmg to us, and it is a flattering 
of my vanity in the fuppofition of my liaving en« 
gaged your good wifhes. My *(lory, which is full 
af a variety of ibocking circumdances and didrefs, 
added to a too feasible feeling, has fo furuifhed me 
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with expreflions, that I ihould conceive a hatred 
to myfelf were I capable of a farther attempt td 
make ah impreffion on yon. Adiea ! I (hall for 
ever love and honour your generous defign, and 
will always have this fliare of merit with you, and 
no neceffity nor other unfortunate circumftancc 
fhall again force me to give an ;ilarm to your hu* 
manity, or expofe me to myfelf for having dared 
to raife your curiolity to the knowledge ■ of thaif 
which charity for every well-meaning perfbn com- 
mands me to conceal, 

Vous 'allez vers la refutathfr i^rJ le creSii^ H 
mot Ten revicns, 

LETTER V. 

The fillowlrjg moft charming and affectionate letter'^ 
uniyerfally admired^ was written by Mr Pope to^ 
the BiJI}Op of Rochefter^ about a month before his 
banijioment. 

ONCE more I write la you as I promifed, andt 
this once I fear will be the laff; ihe curtail! 
will foon be drawn between my friend and mVj 
and nothing left but to wifh you a long good night. 
May you enjoy a flate of repofe in tuis life, not 
unlike that fleep of the foul which forae have bcr 
lieved is to fucceed it, where we ly utterly forget- 
ful of that world from which we are gone, ah J 
ripening for that to which we are to go. If yod 
retain any memory of the paft, let it.only image 
to you what has pleafed you beft ; fomctitnes pre*- 
fcnt a dream of an abfent friend, or bring yoil 
back an agreeable converfation. But, upon ttifr 
whole, I hope you will think lefs of the time p^ft 
than of the future; as the former' has been left 
kind to you than the latter infallibly will be« D^ 
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not «nvy the world your iludies ; they will tend 
to the benefit of oiea ;;igainil whom you can have 
no complaint, I mean of all pofterity ; aad, per- 
liapsy at your time of life nothing elfe is worth your 
care. What is every' year of a wife man's life but 
a cenfurt or critic on the paft ? Tbofe whofe date 
is the (faortelV live long enough to laugh at one 
half of it. The boy defpifes ute infant^ the man 
the boY, the philofopher both^ anfl the Chriftian 
alL 1 ou may now begin to think your manhood 
was too much a puerility ; and you will never fuf- 
fer youF age to lie but a fecond infabcy. The toys 
and baubles of your childhood are hardly new more 
betow you than thofe toys of our riper and declin- 
ing'years^ the drums and rattles of ambition, and 
the dirt and baubles of avarice. At this time, when 
you are cut off from a little fociety, and made a 
dtizen of the world at large, you (bould bend your 
talents, not to ferve a party, or a few, but all 
mankind* Your genius (hoitld mount above that 
mid in which its participation and aeighbourhood 
with earth bath long involved it* To thine abroad^ 
and to Heaven^ ought to be the buiinefs and the 
glory of your prefent fitiiation. Remember it 
was at fuch a time that the great eft lights of antt-< 
quity dazzled and blazed the mod ; in their retreat^ 
in thi^ir exile, or in their death. But why do I 
tiilk of dazzling or blazing ? it was then that they 
did goody that they gave light, and that th^ be* 
came guides to mankind. 

Thole aims alone are worthy of fpirits truly 
great, and fucb, i therefore hope, will be your's.* 
Refentment indeed may remain, perhaps cannot 
bn quite extinguifhed, in the nobled minds ; but 
revenge will never harbour there. Higher prin- 
ipipjes than thofe of the firfl, and better principles 
than tbofe of the latter, will infallibly influence 
men wbgf^ thoughts aud whgfe hearts are enU^- 
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ged, and caufe them to prefer the wliole to any 
part of mankind, efpecially to fo fmall a part a> 
one's iingle felf. 

Believe me, my Lord, I look upon you as a 
fpirit ^entered into another life, as one juil upoi\ 
the edge of immortality^ where the paiHons and af- 
fe&ions mufl be much more exalted, and where 
you ought to defpife all little views, and all mesLih 
retrofpeds. Nothing is worth your looking backf 
and therefore look forward, and make (as you 
can) the world look after you ; but take care that 
it be not with pity, but with efteem and admira- 
tion. ?^ 

I am^ with the greateft fincerity, and paflkm 
lor your fame and happinefs^ i> ^r 

i Your's,' &c, 

LETTEJl VR 

Jo LaJy from Mr Pope on v)itij/ and fcriousi 

letters. 



I 



Madam, 

AM not at all concerned to think, that this Iet« 
ter may be lefs entertaining than fome 1 have 
{lent. I -know you ace a friend that will think- a 
kind letter as good as a diverting t>ne. He that 
gives you hi& mirth, makes, a. much lefs prefcnc 
than he that gives you his heart ; and true friends 
would rather fee fuch thoughts as they communis 
cate only to one another^ than what they Squan- 
der about to all the world* They w|;io can fet a 
right value on any thing, will prize one tender 
well-meant word above all that ever made them 
faugh in their lives. If I did nor think fo of you,^ 
I ihould never have taken much pains to endeavour 
to pleafe you by writing, or any th\i\%0^^% ^^^ 
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J am fure, I want, at lead in th^ degree that I fee 
others have it^ who would at all feafbns alike be 
entertaining; but I would willingly have fome 
qualities that may be (at fome feafons) of more 
€omfort to myfelf, and of more fervice to my 
friends. I would cut off iQy own heed, if it 
had nothing better than wit hri it ; and tear out 
my own heart, if it had no better difpoiition than 
to laugh only myfelf, and laugh at all my netgb- 
bours. 

I know you will think it an agreeable thing to 
hear that I have done a great deal 6f Homer.. If 
It be tolerable the world may thank you for it $ 
for if I could have feen you every day, and ima- 
gincd my company could every dbiy have pleafed 
you, I ihould 'fcarce have thought it worth my 
while to pleafe the worlci. How many verfes could 
I gladly have left unfiniihed, and turned into it, 
for people to fay what they would of, had I been 
permitted to pafs all tbofe hours more pleafingly > 
whatever fome may think, fame is a thing I an» 
much lefs covetous of than your friendfhip ; for 
that, I hope, will lafl all my life ; the other I can- 
not anfwer for. What if they (hould both grow 
freater after my death i^ Alas ! they would botlT 
e of no advantage to me. Therefore think upott 
ft, and love me as welt as ever you can while I 
live. 

Now I talk of fame, I fend you my Temple of 
Fame, which is jufl come out t but my fentimenta. 
about it you will fee better by this epigram. 

What's ftme with men, by cuftom of the aatioii» 
l» caU*d in women only reputation : 
About them both why keep we fuch a pother f 
Part yoofwith one, and i'Ji renounce the othtfr 
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LETTER VII. 

To the Hon. Mrs H , from Mr Pope. 
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Madam, 

ALL the pleafure or ufe of familiar letters i^ 
to give Qs the' afiurance of a friend's welfare; 
at lead it is all I know, who am a mortal enemy 
and defnifer of what they call fine letters; In this 
Tiew, I promjfe you, it will always be a fatisfac* 
tion to me to write letters, and to receive them 
from you ; becanfe I unfeignedly have ywr good 
at my heart, and am that thing which mtoy people 
make only a fnbjefl to difplay their fine £pntunents 
upon, a friend ; which is a cbirafier that admits 
of little to be faid, till fomething may be done* 
Now, let me fairly tell you, I do not like your 
ftyle: it is very pretty, t;herefore I don*t like it ; 
and if you writ as well as Voiture, I would not 
ive a farthing for fuch letters, unlefs I were to 
^11 them^to be printed. Methinks I have loft the 
Mrs L*** I formerly knew,, who writ and talked 
like other people, (and fometimes better*^ You 
mud allow me to fay, you have not faid a feiidble 
thing in all your letter, except where you fpeak of 
fhowing kindnefs, and expeding it in return ; but 
the additimi you make about your being but two-^ 
and-twenty is again in the ftyle of wit and abomi^ 
nation. To fliow you how very fatisfadory you 
wrote, in all your letters you have never told me 
how you do. Indeed I fee it was abfotutely ne^ 
ceffary for me to write to you,: before you conti- 
nue to take more notice of me ; for I ought to telt 
you what you are to exped ; that is to fay, kind-^ 
nefs, which I never failed (I hope) to return ; and 
t»t filly which^ if I want^ I am jiQt iBLudx ^^^sn&^vqt 
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ed, becaufe judgment is a better thing ; and if I 
had, I would make ufe of it, rather to play upon 
tbofc 1 defpifed, than to trifle with thole I lovedi. 
You fee, in fliort, after what maimer you may 
mod agreeably write to me. Tell me you are my 
friend, and you can be no more at a lofs abjlout 
that article. As I have opened ray mind upon tius 
to you, it may alfo ferve for Mr H— — ^ who wfll 
fee by it what manner of letters he mud exped^ 
if he correfponds with me. As I am too ferioully 
your's and nls fervant to put turns upon you in- 
ilead of good wiflies, fo, in return, I fhould have 
nothing but honed plain How do ye's, and. Pray 
remember me*s ; which, not being fit to be fliowa 
to any body for wit, may be a proof we cbrref* 
pond only for ourfelves, in mere friendlinefs; as 
doth) Goi) is my witnefe, 

Your very, &c 

LETTER Vlir. 

From Mr Pope to Mr SttelCy onficknefs and dying: 

young. 

Y O U formerly obferved to me, that nothing 
'-*■ made a more ridiculous figure in a man's life 
than the difparity we often find in him lick and 
well : thus one of an unfortunate conflitutipn ia 
perpetually exhibiting a miferable example of the 
weaknefs of his mind and of bis body in their turns. 
I have had frequent opportunities of late to confi^ 
der myfelf in thefe different views, and I hope have 
received fome advantage by it,, if what Waller fays 
be true, that 

The foul's dark cottaj^e, batterM and dccay'd. 
Lets ID new light thro* chinks that time has made. 

Then furtXy ficknefo concributing no lefs than old 
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age to the fbaldng down this ictfffoldiog of the bd« 
dy, may difcover the inward ftnidure more plain* 
ly. Sick'nefs is a fort of early old. age : it teaches 
ns a difiidence in our earthly (late, and infpires us 
with the thoughts of a future, better than a thon- 
iand volumes of pfailofopfaers and divines ; it gives 
lb warning a coacofiion to thofe prop^:of our va-* 
nicy, onr ilrength and youth, that we then think 
of fortifying ourfdves within when there is fo lit^ 
tie dependence upon^cTurr outworks.. Youth, at tho 
very beft, is but a betrayer of human life in a 
gentler and fmoother manner than age : it is like 
a (Iream that nouriihes a plant upon a bank, and 
caufes it to flouriffa and blofTom to the light, bur, 
at the fame time^ it is undermining it at the root 
in fecret. My youth has deah. more fairly and 
openly with me; it has afforded feveral profpeds 
of my danger, and given mean advantage not very 
common to young men, that the attr.adions of the 
world have not dazzled me very much ; and I be- 
gin where mod people end, with a fuU convic- 
tion of the eniptinefs of all forts of atnbition, and 
the unfatisfaflory nature of all human, pleafure. 
When a fmart fit of (icknefs tells me this fcurvy 
tenement of my body will fall in a little time, I 
am even as unconcerned as was that honed Hiber« 
nian, who, being in bed in the great ilorm, fome 
years ago, was told the houfe' would' tumble over 
his head, made anfwer, ^^ What care I for the 
^* houfc? I am only a lodger." I fancy ift is the beft 
time to die when one is in the beft humour; and, 
fo exceiTively weak as I now am^ I may fay with 
confcience, that I atii not at all uneafy at the 
thought that many men, whom I never had any 
ieileein for, are likely to enjoy this world after me.* 
When I refied what an inconfiderable little atom 
every fmgle raairis'witb refpcft to the whole cre- 
utioni nieihinks it ;s a Ihaqie to^ be coAoernied ao 
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the removal of fuch a trivial animal as I am. The 
morning after my exit the fun will rife as bright 
as ever, the flowers will fmell as fweec, the plants 
fpring as green, the world will proceed in its old 
courfe,^ people will laugh as heartily, and marry 
as fail, as they are ufed to do. *^ The memory of 
^ man/' (as it is elegantly escpreifed in the Book of 
WifSom) ^ paiTeth away as the remembrance of 
*^ a gueu that tarrieth but one day.'-' There are 
reafons enough in the fourth chapter of the fame 
book to make any youog man contented with the 
profpe^ of death. ^^ For honourable age is 
** not that which ilandeth in length of time, or is 
^^ meafured by number of years $ but wifdom is 
*^ the gray hair to men, and an unfpotted life is 
^* old age. He was taken away fpeedily, left wic- 
*^ kednefs iliould alter his underflanding, or deceit 
^ beguile lus foul," &c. 

I am your's, &e^ 
L E T T E R IX. 

The Paklour Lookingglass to the beautiful! 

Angelica. 

Madam, 

T HAVE enjoyed the honour of ferving your La- 
^ dy (hip fome years; during which time, as you 
have been pleaied to favour me with evident marks 
of your efteem, and a familiarity that none of your 
other utendls can boad of, though many of them 
my betters by far ; as therefore I have fhown you 
to yourfelf fo often^ and been fo happy always to 
have my fidelity approved of by your Ladyfliip, I 
hope you will pardon my boldnefs, in taking this 
method to difcover to you fome failings in your* 
£elf^ which my -furface cannot properly reprefent^ 
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If I may prefume to fay lb, Madam^ you corifult 
me much too, oft en, and I am. confident it would 
be better for you if you was to be a greater ftran- 
ger to me. How many thoufand times niuft you 
be told that you are handfome ?— I afiure you of 
it every day ; but yoii will not be fatisfied unlefs 
I tell you ib every hour, nay, almoft every md- 
nient. — I cannot lie; your perfon is exceeding ami* 
able ; but I mud, at the fame time, inform your 
Ladyfliip, with my ufual fincerity, that you would 
be infinitely more agreeable if you did not think 
fo. Confider, Madam, I befeech you, that if you 
come to me ten thoufand times a-day, I cannot 
make you a bit the better, or the handfomer ; but 
fhall certainly dedroy one of the fined ornaments 
of Beauty, by rendering you too well acquainted 
with your own perfedions* Whenever you dand 
before me, with all your charms fet forth to the 
bed advantage, I perceive you are apt to view 
yourfelf with too great pleafure, and grow proud 
and conceited of your own beauty ; which, in time, 
willmake other people defpife and ridicule you; . 
and therefore I bonedly. and ingenuoufly intreat 
you to avoid my company ; for. Madam, I mud 
confefs, that the word enemy the fair ones have 
cannot do them fo much prejudice as I their chief 
favourite. It grieves me to the heart ro fixfd it fo, 
and often puzzles me extremely to account for 
their fondnefs of me, when I fo continually do 
them mifchieJF. — Whether it be, as a witty gentle- 
mati once faid of me, from my talent of cading re* 
fie&ions : — or whether it be from th.e large quan- 
tity of quickiitver which belongs to me, and with- 
out which i am ufeleTs as well as innocent ; for^ 
as the learned obferve. Madam, mercury is highly 
prejudicial to your fcx, either when there is too 
Biuch of it in the compoiition of a fair lady, or 
inYiea it i^ ufcd externally as an Vkdi^ xo \^^»niv| v 
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as, in the former cafe, it is generally the caufe of 
extenfive levity, fo, in the latter, it is always ob- 
ferved to hurt the eyes, and deface tbofe charms 
which it is deGgned to affift and improve : — or, 
whether my daily gilded frame is too apt to ia- 
fecl the mind of the beholder with vanity : — or, 
laftly, whether it be from the brittleneis of ray 
other materials, which, by a kind of fympathy af* 
feA people wlio are too frequently converfant with 

me : From whatever caufe it proceeds, a lady 

who has a fine face, might almod as well fall into 
the fmallpox as to be often in my company. How 
many charming creatures have I fpoilcxl, and made 
beauty the greatcft misfortune that could befall 
them ! — I cannot think on it without concem.r- 
Why am I fated to be thus unlucky, and injure 
thofe the mofl that love me bed ? Alas ! why was 
I made a looking-glafs ! Was it ray delire to be 
covered with filver, and inclofedin a frame of 
gold ! — did I afpire to be fixed in this honourable 

flace, and become a lady's favourite 1 — Ohi that 
bad been feme meaner piece of furniture, lefs 
refpeded, and lefs mifchievous. Keep off, dear Ma- 
dam, I befeech you, from an unhappy thing, which 
Dcfliny makes pernicious to the loveliefl creature 
Ufider heaven, or I fliall foon infedt you with the 
worft difeafe incident to beauty, and that is vani* 
ty. — ^I am, it is true, an ufeful fervant, if employ* 
cd only when I ought to be, which is feldom ; but 
if a lady grows fo fond of me, that Ihe runs to aik 
my opinion of every look. ; if Ihe confults me for- 
ty times for once that ihe goes to her Prayer-book 
or Bible, 1 ihall certainly prove much more hurt- 
ful to her than age or uglinefs. I beg. Madam, 
that you will interpret what your poor f<rrvant fays 
to proceed wholly fro» reiped and love for y ou.— — 
The tender regard I have for your Ladydiip, toge- 
ther with fome fymptoms I lately have difcovered,* 
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make me fearful for you 1, dread the appre- 

lieniion of bringing contempt on fo good a miitrefs, 
and would not for the world be the occafion of your 
lofing any one grace of fo fine a woman : — No ! 
rather let me be broken into a thoufand pieces ! I 
am not without fear of , giving offence by the free- 
dom I haye taken? but though you banifh me your ' 
prefence, Icannot forbear fpeaking in a cafe where 
your Lady (hip's good feems fo much concerned^ 
and indeed, if what I dread fliould come to pafs, 
it would be better for us to part for ever. — Better 
for you to be without my fervice than to fuffer by 
it ; and better for me to lofe my lady, and be 
thrown into a corner^ than remain where I am, 
and be acceflary and inilrumental in fpoiling as 
much fweetnefs and beauty as ever Looking-glafs 
liad the happinefs to (how* I am, Madam, with 
the raoft dutiful refpe^t. 

Your moft faithful and devoted 

liumble fervant, 
Parlour Looking-olass« 

LETTER X. 

I'rom Hortenjius (o his friend PaUmoftj giving him 
an account of his happinefs in retirement* 

T WRITE this while Cleora is angling by my fide, 
-■• under the (hade of a Ipreading elm that hangs 
over the banks of the river, A nightingale, more 
harmonious*even than Strada s is ferenading U9 
from a hawthorn bu(b, which fmiles with all the 
gaiety of youth and beauty : while 



-Gentle gales, 



Far.ning their odorii'rous wings, difpenfe 

Native perfumes, and whifper whence they Aole 

Thoie balmy fpoiU. l^vV^%. 
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While I am thus enjoying the innocent luxury 
of this vernal delight, I look back upon thofe fcenes 
of turbulence wherein I was engaged with more 
than ordinary diftafle, and defpifc myfelf for ever 
having entertained fo mean a tnought as to be rich 
and great. One of our monarchs ufed to fay, 
** That he looked upon thofe to be the happiefl 
*^ men in the nation, whofe fortune had placed 
*' them in the country above a high condable, and 
*' below the trouble of a juftice of peace.** It is 
in a mediocrity of this happy kind that I here pafs 
my life, with a fortune far above the neceffity of 
engaging in tht drudgery of bufinefs, and with de- 
iires much too humble to have any relifh for the 
fplendid baits of ambition. " You mud not^ howe- 
ver, imagine that I afFedl the Stoic, or pretend to 
have eradicated all my paflions. The fum of my 
philofophy amounts to no more than to cherifh 
none but fuch as I m?y eafily and innocently gra- 
tify, and to banifh all the reft as fo many bold in- 
truders upon my repofe. I endeavour to pradlife 
the maxim of a French poet, by conlidering every 
thing that is not within my pofleirion as not worth 
having. It is impoifible, Palemon, to reconcile 
you to thefe unafpiring fentimenis, and to lower 
your flight to the humble level of genuine happi- 
nefs? Let me, at lead, prevail with you to fparc 
a day or two from the cert ami n a divitiarum^ (as 
Horace, I think, calls them,) from thofe fplenakl 
contefts in which you are engaged, ju(t to take a 
view of the fort of life we lead in the country. If 
there is any thing wanted to complete the bappi- 
nefs I here Hud, it is, that you are fo fcldom a 
witnefs to it. Adieu 1 
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I. E T T E R XL 

A Utter -of confolat'uin on the death of a frlendt 

T SHOULD never have believed, Madam, that 
* one of your letters could have afflicted me, how 
bad news Ibever it had brought me. The bare 
light of your writing feenied to me a remedy 
againrt every evil that I could imagine ; but I ac- 
knoMi'ledge to you, it is an extreme grief to me 
that I have been informed of the lofs we have had. 
Our friend was valuable in every refpedt ; (he was 
beautiful^ tender, generous, witty, andoflbjuft 
a judgment that flie valued you above every thing 
in the world. She had pver and^above, in dying, 
the only good quality which fhe wanted during her 
life; that is, /he bore with r^folutipn a thing, the 
hare name of which had made her tremble. She 
accompanied this greatnefs of foul with fo truly a 
Chrif^ian piety, that I think we ought not to mouriv 
for her. It is loving her with top felfifli an afFecr 
tion to be forrowful when (he leaves us in order 
tp be better, and when ihe goes to enjoy in the 
other world a repofe which ihc could never find 
iQ this. I ^all endeavour to make advantage of 
the exhortation you gave me to follow fo good an 
example, and it will not be the firfl time that you* 
have made roe a better man. The troubles I have 
hitherto had wUl not ill ailifl your admonitions ;. 
fpr I think few things contribute more to make us 
die without relud^ancy than to have no pleafure in 
life. Not that \ fliould be very glad to fini(h my 
career too haftily, feeing that you muft return 
foon. You may gucfs whether it be eafy for me 
to renounce the advantage of feeing you again, and: 
of protefting to you to what degree I am^ &c., 

S 2. 
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from a gentleman to hisfon^ ju/l arrvued from Pa- 
ris^ againft fervile complaifance and talkative^ 
nefs ; with fome di regions bow /a behave politely 
in company. 

Dear Tom, 

•T'HERE is fomething in your behaviour fince 
•*• your return frooi Paris that difpleafes me^ 
and I muft frankly tell you, that I don*^t think 
you are at all benefited by travelling. You have^ 
by keeping company with coxcombs, or by mifla- 
king ceremony i-^: politenefs, contracted a habit 
of not only talking much, and in a very frothy 
trifling manner, but of facrificing every thing to 
compliment. Even your fincerity is offered up to 
ceremony ; and you think yourfclf obliged in point 
of good manners^ to agree, like Polonius in the 
play, with every thing that is faid, whether right 
•r wrong. You don't want underftanding, Tom ; 
nor are you without a good fliare of learnings 
and yet that eternal fimper, that cringe and oblW 
quioufnefs, render both fufpedted, and tire all your 
acquaintance, who (I am told) laugh at. your be- 
haviour, and fpeak of this behind your back, tho* 
they have not friend/hip enough to confefs it to 
your face. But your father, who loves you fin- 
cerely, and who conliders you as a part of himfelf,, 
can never fee you do any thing that may tend to 
your difadvantage, without warning you of the 
confequence; for that father muf I have a very bad 
heart, or a very bad head, indeed, who does not 
inform his Ion of his faults. Yoiir's is not an er- 
ror of difpolition, but of judgment, and therefore 
it may be eaiily redifiedr You, I know, my dear 
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Tom, intend it for civility and politcnefs ; but you 
are mi (taken. Forced and alrefted compliments 
are the reverfe. Politenefs is ever attained v^ith 
eafe and freedom, and defpifes every thing that is^ 
unnatural. Bcfides, this cringing and fawning, 
render your fincerity fufpedled. Tnofewho make 
large profeilions to every body are efteemed by no 
body. It is all conlidered as froth, and their 
friendihip is fuppofed to be as trifling,, infipid, and 
troubleforae, as their converfation. Call o% 
therefore, my dear Tom, this fori of behaviour^ 
and put on one that is more manly, and confident 
with the character of your family, who were af- 
ways efteemed for their opennefs, freedom, and 
fincerity, which entitles a m^n to more refpeft 
than all the fine fpecches and low bows in the 
world. Not that I would have you entirely dif- 
regard what you brought from the dancing-fchool. 
A proper deportment is neceflary, ard even a lit- 
tle ceremony may be conliftent with politcnefs 
and good manners ; it is the excefs that makes it 
blameabie. Look at Mv Montague, for in this 
cafe one example is better than ten precepts ; he 
is elleemed an accoinplifhed gentleman, every one 
is pleafed with his behaviour, all are charmed 
with his converfation ; and the means he purfu- 
ed to attain this art of pleaGng univerfally dre 
thefe: * , ♦ 

He takes care to keep none but gOod company^ 
(for by his company he is lenfible that he ihall be 
known and di(ringaifhed ;) among fuch his ears 
are ever open to receive inftrudion; for he con- 
fide^'s, that a lilent young man generally makes a 
wife old one. He attencfs to every body, and 
fpeaks Isut little, and that not till he has beard 
S^nd colleded the opinions of the whole company ; 
well knowing, that he (hall profit more by hearing; 
tham fpeakuQg oa any fubjefit", ^$A >Jv».v Vi "^^v 
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means, he not only fathoms the capacities of the 
Company, but alfo gratifies, as it were, and obli- 
ges each perfon, by giving him an. opportunity ta* 
talk ; and cfpecially when, with proper queflion§^ 
he introduces fuch fubjeds as each man can fpeak 
to with propriety and judgment. This he does 
"with wonderful dexterity, and offers every one an: 
occafion of difplaying bis talen.ts ; for he knows 
that, in order to keep up an univerfal good hw- 
mour, every man fhould be plea fed with himfelf 
as well as with his company. And, pray, what- 
'pleafes a man more than to have an opportunity 
of letting the circle know that he is fomebody ?' 
How unlike him are thofe who, having feen no* 
thing of the world, expofe themfelves to contempt: 
and ridicule, by impiertinently giving their opinion 
of things they db not underftand ? What Mr Mon* 
tague Tays is always to the purpofe, is properlyr 
addreffed, and every body hears him with fatis- 
faction ; for though he is young in years, he is 
old in experience and underftanding. When he 
fpeaks, it is always with a becoming eafe and free- 
dom. He has refolution enough to defend and 
fupport the truth ; but always delivers his fenti- 
ments in fuch a manner that it may not appear 
like dictating to the company ; and when he has 
done, he hears (let them differ, from him ever Ui 
much^ with patii^ce, complacency, and temper. Iir 
ftort, Tom, excufes of ceremony will never gain 
a m?^n friends, but impertinent babbling will, un- 
doubtedly, create him enemies : for converfation 
is a banquet which every man is entitled to a 
fliare of who is prefent ; and why fhould any one 
cxped to have the whole feafl to himfelf? Ecs- 
fides, the very end of converfation, which is im* 
provement, is thereby deftroyed ; for he who al* 
ways talks has no time to hear, and, confequently, 
c»n reap no beacfit frouxv^\»x\vK\V\u^Kita^an|v 
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Another vice in converfation (if I may be allowcd- 
that expreflion) I would caution you againfl", and- 
that is talking obfcenely; which is not only x- 
mark of a depraved mind, but of low breeding,, 
and is never encouraged but in the company of 
ft)ols ; fince, as my Lord Rofcommon jufUy ol^ 
ftrves : 

*' Immpdeft words admit of no defence; 
'* For want of decency* is want of fenfe.. 

I am, dear fon. 

Your truly afFedionate father,. 

« 

LETTER Xin. 

The following letter was written to the Dean of 
Water ford by a widower^ the father of ftx chil- 

dreny under the fiClitious name of Klzevir: 

The dejign of it was to invite the Dean and his 
company to fupper^ particularly Mifs Eiizaheth' 

- Marjhal^ a-young lady ah»ut eighteen^ and 

whoje fot^tune was ^o,ooo 1. who was lodged in 
the Dean^s /ludy^ he having much company at 
that time* 

Rev. Sir^ 

T AM told there is a book which lyes in youD 
•*- ftudy in fheets : and aU who havefeen it admire 
that it fhould remai.i fo lo 'g unbound. I think it 
is- called Marfljall's JLpithalaraium or fome fuch 
name; but leit 1 ihould be miitaken.in the title, I 
will defcribe it as weil as I can. 

Ir is a fair ami beautiful manufcript, the ink 
very black and (Inn in;;, on the whiteft virgin vcU 
lum that can be hv 'gined ;. the characters are fo 
nice and delicate as to difcover it to be the work 
of foxiie mallcrly band} and iUtT^*\^S>\Oa'*.^'^^SK- 
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metry and exad proportion in all its parts, and 
the features (if I may fo call them) are fo jufl and 
true, that it puts the reader often to a Hand iu 
in admiring the beauties of them. 

1 he book has an additional ornament, which it 
did not want, all the margin being flourifhed with, 
gold ; but that which commends it more is, that 
though it has been written full eighteen years, as 
I have been informed, yet it is not fullied nor 
ilained ; infomuch that one would think it was 
never once turned over by any man. 

The volume of itfelf does not appear to be of 
apy great bulk, and yet I underfland it has been> 
valued at 30,000 /. 

It is a pity fo valuable a piece (hould ever be 
loflj and the way to prevent this is by increadng, 
the copies of it. If the author will give confent, 
and you will llcenfe it, I will immediately put it 
into the prefs. I, have all the neceflary apparatus 
for the purpofe, and a curious fet of letters, that 
were never ufed but in the impreflion of one book,. 
and of this too no more than half a dozen copies :. 
fo that you muft imagine they are never the worfe 
for wearing. For my part, I will fpare no pains 
to embellilli tnd adorn ^h^i whole with the mod 
natural and lively figures ; and I fhall not defpair 
of producing an edition as beautiful in the eyes 
of men as iLe dear original is at prefent in mine. 
■ ■ Mcthinks I could read it with pleafure night 
and day. 

If therefore you will do roe the favour to let 
me have your company this evening, and bring 
this incomparable piece along with you, it will. 
add to the entertainment oi every one, but parti- 
cularly ol him, who is always, wiih great refpe^, 

Rev. Sir, 
Your moft obedient fcrvant, 

and faithful friend. 
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LETTER XIV. 

r 

From **'* H CUpra^ on the pleafures of retirement. 

Madam, 

TT is certainly better for yourfclf, and more for 
-"■ the fecurity of mankind, that you (hould live 
in fome rurat abode than appear in the world ; 
fuch perfons as you are. fatal to the public tran- . 
quillity, and do mifchief without ever deligning 
it : but I mull own, when belles and beaux retire 
to country fhades for the fake of heavcnry con- 
templation, the world will be well reformed, A 
hermit's life might be tolerable while the fcrioua 
hours are divided between Hyde-park and the 
opera : but a more diftant retreat, in the full pride 
of your charms and youth, would be very extra* 
ordinary. To be convinced by fo early experience, 
that mankind are only amufed with dreams and 
fantaflic appearances, muCl proceed from a fupe* 
rior degree of virtue and good fenfe. After a 
thoufand convidions of the vanity of other pur- 
fuits, how few know the emphaiis of t befe few lines ^ 

Sweet foiitude ! when life's gay hours are pa(l^ 

However we range, in thee we fix at lad. 

Tofs*<i thro* tempeduoQs Teas, (the voyage o*cr,) 

Pale we leok back, and blefs the friendly (hore. 

Our own flriif^ judges ourpafl life wefcan. 

And ask if virtue haf cnlarg'd the fpan ? 

If bright the profpc^, wc the grave defy, 

Trud future ages, and contented die. TtcUf- 

Nothing, perhaps, is more terrible to the ima- 
gination than an abfolute foiitude; yet, I muft 
own fuch a retreat, as difengages the mind from 
thofe intererts and paflions which mankind gene- 
rally purfue, appears to me the rood certain way 
to happinefs ; quietly to withdraw from the crowd^ 
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and leave the gay and ambitious to divide the ho- 
nours and pleasures of the world, without being 2 
rival or competitor in any of thefe advantages, 
mu(t leave a perfon in perfect and unenvied repofe. 

Without any apology, I am going to talk to 
niyfelf ; and what follows may be properly called 
a digreffion. 

Let me lofe the remembrance of this bufy 
world, and hear no more of its Sillrading tu- 
nrilts I Ye vain grandeurs of the earth ! ye pc- 
riihing riches and fantadic p'eafures I what are 
your proudett boads ? C^n you yield undecaying 
delights, joys becoming the dgnity of reafoti, and 
the capacities of an immortal mind ? aik the hap» 
py fpirits above at what price they value their 
enjoyments? aik them, if the whole creatiott 
(Iiould purchafe one moment'^ interval of their 
blifs ! No : — One beam of celeflial light obfcures 
and caHs a reproach on all the beauty this world 
can boa (I. 

This is talking in buikins, you will think ; and^ 
indeed, I may reiign crowns and fceptres, and give 
up the grandeurs of the world, with as much ima-^ 
ginary triumph as a hero might fi^t battles and 
cunquer armies in a dream. 

In the height of this romantic infult, I am. 
Madam, 

Your mod obliged humble fervant« 

L E T T E R XV. 

In theftylcofa lady^ by Mr Pope^ 

T>RAY what is your opinion of fate? for I mud 
^ confefs I am one of thofe that believe in fate 

and predeilinatiom ^No, I cannot go-fo far ^% 

that ; but I own I am of opinion one's ftars may 
incline though not compel one i ^nd that is. a fort 
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of free-will : for wc may be »ble to refift inclina- 
tion, but not eompullion. 

Dd not you think they have got into the moft 
prcpodcfous fafhion this winter ihat ever was, of 
flouncing the petticoat fo very deep that it looks 
like an entire coat of lutcftring ? 

It is a little cool, indeed, for this time of year ; 
but then, my dear, you will alldw it has an ex- 
'tpeme clean pretty look. ' ' - 

Ay, fo has my muflin apron ; but I would not 
chufe 'to make it a winter fuit of clothes. 

Well, row I will fwear, child, you have put me 
in mind of a very pretty drefs ; Let me die if I do 
not think a muflin flounce, made very full, would 
give one a very agreeable flirtation air. 
^ Well, I fwear it would be charming! and 1 
fhould like it of all things — Do you think there are 
any fuch thing as fpirits ? 

Do you believe there is any fuch place as the 
Elyfian fields ! U gad, that would be charming ! 
I wifh I were to go to the Elyfian fields when I 
die, and then 1 fliould not carelf I were to leave 
the world to-morrow ; but is one to meet there 
with what one has loved moft in this world ? 

Now you muft tell me this pofitively. To be 
fure you can, or what do I corrd'pond with you 
for, if you will not tell me all ? You know I abo- 
minate referve. 

LETTER XVL 

7o Mts RowCy on vanity of all fuhlunary enjoy* 

merits. 

"pF.OPLE feem at prcfent more bufily employed 
-* in pfeparing for the King's birthday than for 
their own lafl; and appear ro be in greater anxie- 
ty for a feat in the daucnig-rooia lUsvxv i^^x -^ ^^"^s. 
in Paradife, 



ai« THE COMPLET.E 

I was laft night with ■; a barge of mufic 

followed us; but, in the raidit of this gaiety, your 
letter was not the only thing that put me in mind 
of mortality : I had iuch a violent pain in my head^ 
that neither the wit of the company, the foftnefs 
of the mufic, nor the beauty of the evenings could 
give me any Sincere delight, — If pleafure be thclot 
of man, it mud be in foniething beyond the grave; 
for, oh this iide, conflant experience tells us all 
is vanity. 

But this confeflion has hardly any influence on 
human condudl ; for people in a high rank muft 
often a£t againft their reafon to avoid being thought 
unfafliionable ; and for fear of being thought mad 
by the modilh world, mull a6l in a manner which 
they are fenlible is being truly fo, to be in vogue 
with their polite contemporaries. 

I cannot forbear thinking with myfelf, that, if 
a being, endued with reafon and a capacity t)f 
judging, (an inhabitant of another planet, and an 
litter Itranger to our nature,) could take a-view 
of our adions, he would be at a lofs what to ima- 
gine we were ; and, had he no informer, but was 
to judge by our condud, he would certainly either 
imagine that we were a fpecies who were infured 
always to live in the world we now inhabit, or 
elfe that, after enjoying ourfclves here as long as 
we could, we were to be infenfible for ever, with- 
out the leaft expedlation of a future judgment, pu- 
nifhment, or reward, 

Ybu would hardly make an apology for defiring 
me to write to you, if you knew how much plea- 
fure the injundion gives 

Your's unalterably, 

Cleora* 
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LETTER XVIL 

From Mr L(}cke, dir^6ied thus : 

For Anthony Collins^ E/q. to be delivered to him af- 
ter my deceqfe. 

Dear Sir^ 

BY nay will you will fee ttiat I had fome kindnefs 
for ****•. And I know po better way to take 
care of him than to put him, and what I defigned 
for him, into yoiir hands and management. The 
knowledge I have of your virtue of all kinds fe- 
cures the truQ which, by your perniiinon, I have 
placed in you ; and the peculiar love and efteem I 
nave obferved in the young man for you will dif- 
pofe him to be ruled and inflVienced by you 9 fa 
that of that I need fay nothing. But there is one 
thing which it is neceflary for me^o recommend to 
your efpecial care and memory * ** *. 

May you live long and happy in the enjoyment 
of health, freedom, content, and all tbofe bieffings 
which Providence has bellowed on yen, and your 
virtue entitles you to. I know you loved me li- 
ving, and will prefcrve my ^mtawry aow I am 
dead. All the uie to bfe made of it is, that this life 
is a fcene of vanity that loom, paffes away ; and af- 
fords no folid fatisifadion liat la the t:onfcioufnefs 
of doing well, and in the bopes of another life. 

This is what I can fay upon experience, and 
•whzx you will find to be true, when you come to 
make up the account. Adieu! I leave my bed 
wiihes with you. 

John Locke. 
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LETTER XVIIL 

To Oc$ra, 

TTHOUGH it is but a few hours fince I parted 
•*' from my Clcora, yet I have already, you fee, 
taken up my pen to write to you. You mud not 
expedl, however, in this, or in any of my future 
letters, that I fay -fine things to you^ (ince I only 
intend to tell you true ones. My heart is too full 
to be regular, and too iincere to be cerenaonious. 
I have changed the manner, not the Ayle, of my 
former converfation ; and I write to you, as lufed 
to talk to you, without form or uri. Tell me then, 
with the fame undiiTembled (incerity, what effect 
this abfence has upon your ufual cheerfulnefs? As 
I will honcftly confefs, on my own part, that I 
am too interefted to wiOi a circumilance fo little 
confident with my repofe ihould be altogether re* 
concileable to your's. I have attempted, howe- 
ver, to purfue your advice, and divert j^yfeif by 
the fubjedl you recommended to my thoughts ; but 
it is impoflible, I perceive, to turn off the mind at 
once from an object which it has long dwelt upon 
with pleafure. My heart, like a poor bird which 
is hunted from her neft, is ihW returning to the 
place of her aSedions, and, after fome vain efibrts 
to Ry off, fettles again where all its cares and all 
its tendernefs are centered^ Adieu. 

LETTER XIX. 

To CoL R s in Spatn^ from his lady in England, 

•n E F O R E this can reach the bed of hufbands, 
•*-' and the foudeft lover, thofe tender names will 
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be of no more concern to me. The indifpofitioit 
in which you, to obey the dilates of honour and 
duty, left me, has increafed upon me ; and I am 
acquainted, by my phyficians I cannot live a weeic 
longer. At this time my fpirits fail me, and it is 
the ardent love I have for you that carries me be- 
yond my ftrength, and enables me to tell you the 
moft painful thing fn the profpedb of d^ath is, that 
I mult part with you : but lit it be a comfort to 
you, I have no guilt that hangs upon me, no un- 
rcpented folly that recards me; but I pafs away 
my lad hours in lefledion upon the happinefs we 
have lived in together, and in forrow that it is fo 
foon to have an end. This is a frailty which, I 
hope, is fo far from bein^ criminal, that, methinks^ 
there is a kind of piety in being fo unwilling to 
be fe pa rated from a ftate which is the inditntipn 
of Heaven, and in which we have lived ;iccording 
to its laws. As we know no more of the next 
l:f€ but that it will be an happy one to ihe good, 
9tnd futferable to-tbe wicked, why may we. not*^ 
pleafe ourfelves, at lealt, to alleviate the difficulty 
ef refignin^ this being, in imagining that we fliaiP 
have a fenle of what pafTes below, and may, pofli- 
bly, be employed in guiding tbefHeps of thofe with 
whom we walked with innocence when mortal ? 
Why may not 1 hope to go on in ray uftial ^work, 
and, though unknown to you, be afliflant in all^ 
the conflids of your mind? give me leave to fay 
to you, O bed of men ! that I cannot fignre to 
myfelf a greater happinefs than in fuch an employ « 
ment $ to be prefent at all the adventures tt» which 
human life is expofed ; to adminiflier ilunober to 
thy eyelids in the agonies of a fever j to cover 
thy beloved face in the day of battle ; to go with> 
thee a guardian ange], incapable of wound or 
pain, where I have longed to attend thee when- 
a weak, a fearful, w*oaian. TheCe^ tcc^ 4^^x^ -^x^- 
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the thoughts with which I warm my poor langavi 
heart ; but, indeed, I am not capable, under, my 
prefent weaknel's,. of bearing the flrong agonies 
of mind I fall into, when I form to myf«if the 
grief you muft be in upon your firft, hearing of 
my departure. I will, not dwell upon this, becaufe 
■» your kind and genertus heart will but be the more 
aiflidled, the more the perfon for whom you lament 
offers you confolation. My laft breath will, if 
I am myfelf, expire in a prayer for you. I fhall 
never fee your face again. , Farewel for ever. 

LETTER XX 

Laura to Aurelia* 

COULD your importunity have prevailed with 
my brother to have left me in London, you 
had been free from the vexation that I (hall cer- 
tainly give you, by making you the confidante of 
all my country-adventures ; and I hope you will 
relieve my chagrin, by telling me what the dear be- 
• witching bufy world is doing, while I am idly faun- * 
tering away my time in rural fhades. How happy 
are you, my dear Aurelia ! how I envy you the 
enjoyment of dull, of crowds and noife, with all 
the polite hurry of the beau monde I 

My brother broiight me hither to fee a coun- 
try-feat he has lately purchafed; lie would fain 
perfuade me it is finely lituatcd, but I fhould think 
it more finely fuuated in the Mall, or even in 
Cheaplide, than here. Indeed I hardly know where 
we are, only that it is at a dreadful diftance from 
the theatre royal, from the opera, from the maf. 
querade, and every thing in this world that is 
worth living for. I can fcarce tell 5'ou whither 
to dircd your letters ; we are certainly at the ead 
of the earthy on the borders of the Continent, the 
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limits of the habicabte globe, under the polar 
itar, among wiki people and favages.- I thought 
we (hould never I^ve come to the end of our pil« 
grimage : nor coul4 I forbear aiking my brother 
if we were to travel by dry land to the Antipodes? 
not a mile but feemed ten, that carried, me from* 
London, the centre of all my joys. The country 
is my averiion ; I hate trees and hedges, deep hills - 
and iilcnt vallies* The fatirifU may laugh, but.: 
to me, 

Green 6e1(ls, and (hady groves, and ctyftal fpringr, . 
And l.rks, and nightingales, are odious thiagf. , 

• 

I4iad rather hear London cries^ with' the rattle-^ 
of coaches,^ than fit liftemng. to the melancholy 
murmur of purling brooks, or all the mild mufic 
of the woods ; the fmell of vipkts give me the 
hyflerics; frelh air>murders me, my coniVitution 
is not robuft enough to bear it ; the cooling ze* 
phyrs will fan me into a catarrh if I (lajr here much 
longer. If thefe are the feats of the Mufes, let 
rhem . uncnvied enjoy their glittering whimiies, , 
and converfe with the vifionary beings of their . 
own forming. 1 have <io fancy for dryads and 
fairies, .nor the lead prejudice toliuman fociety; . 
a mere earthly beau with an embroidered coat fuits 
my tafle better than an airy lover with his fhining , 
treffes and rainbow wings. 

The fobcr twilight, which has employed fo ma- - 
ny foft defcriptions, is with me a very dull peri- 
od : nor does the moon (on which the poets dote) » 
with all her ftarry train delight me half fo much •- 
as an aiTembly-room illuminated with wax candles; 
this is what I (hould prefer to the glaring fun in 
his meridian fplendour.. Day light makes me lick; . 
it has fomethlng in it fo common and vulgar that 
it feems fitter for peafants to make hay in, or" 
country laiTes to fpia by, than. for the ufe of ^^^^^ 



222 THE. COMPLETE 

pic of diftiaclton. You pity me, I. know, dear 
>^ure!ia, in this deplorable (tate : the whole crea* 
tion is a blank to xne, it is all joylefs and defolace. 
Id whatever gay images the Mufes have drefled 
thefe nidic abides, I have not penetration enongfa 
to difcover them. Not the flowery field nor Ipan- 
gled iky, the rofy morn or balmy evening, can 
recreate my thoughts : I am neither a religious 
nor poetical epthufiafl; and, without either of 
thefe qualifications, what fnould I do in filent re- 
treats and peniive fliades ? I find rnyfelf but little 
at eal'e in this abfence of the noify diverlions of 
the town ; and it is hard for me to keep up my 
fpirits in ieifure and retirement ; it makes me an- 
xi6ufly inquifitive what will become of me when 
my breath flies away. Death, that ghafHy phan- 
tom, perpetually intrudes on my folitudes, and 
fome doleful knell from- a neighbouring fteeple of- 
ten calls upon me- to ruminate on coffins and fu- 
nerals, graves and gloomy fepulchres. As thefe 
difmal fubjecls put me in the vapours, and make 
me (tart at my own fhadow, the fooner I come to 
town the better ; and I wifh, my dear Aurelia^. 
you would oblige me fo far as to lay a fcheme fop. 
my efcape. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XXI. 

From Polyddre to Alonzo^ gi^tng an account of his 
accidentally meeting Amelia^ and of her falfe*. 
hood to hiftty ixc* 

YOU' have fpent ft) many hours at the Earl of 
's fine feat in the country, that it is uh- 

neceffary to defcribe thdfe beautiful fcenes with 
which you are fo well acquainted. Here have I 
paiTed a great part of the fummer feafon in. a maiv- 
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ncr fiii table to my contemplative humour. Ha- 
ving no taile for country diverfions, or any kind 
of rural fports, my pleafures were confined to the 
charming ihades and gardens wiih which the houfe 
is furrounded. 

Here I ejijoyed> unmolefted- tranquillity, till a 
fit of curiofity led me to make an excurlion inta 
the wide champaign that opened before me from 
the borders of the park. 

If I begin with the rofy dawn, you will pardon 
my romantic ftyle, relating to the furprifing ad- 
venture; but without telling a lie, the morning 
was yet duflcy ; the balmy dew and fragrant gales 
perfumed the air with their untainted fweets ; 
while, with thoughts as free as the airy fongfters 
that warble on the brancRes, I wander from riling^ 
hills to winding vales, through flowery lawns* to 
leafy woods, till I found myfelf under the (liadea 
of a venerable row of elms, which put me in mind 
of Sir Roger de Coverley's rookery ; The aged 
trees (hot their heads fo high, that, to one who' 
pafled under them, the crows and rooks which 
refted on their tops feemed to be cawing in another 
region. 1 was delighted with the noiie, while, with 
the Spedator, 1 confidcred it as a kind of natural 
prayer to that Being who fupplies the wants of 
his whole creation ; my thoughts were infpired 
with a pleafing gratitude to the beneficent Father 
of the' univerfe, till the fequcl of my devotion 
was interrupted by the light of a beautiful gir), 
about four or five years old, fitting on the grafs> 
with a baiket of flowers in her lap, which fhe was 
fticking in the fnowy fleece of a little lamb that 
flood by her 

I began to hope it was one of the fairy race, or 
ibme pretty phantom that haunted the grove; for 
the aqjacent ho4ile belonging to this reverend avc?- 
Bue looked more like a dormltot^ {c»s x^^ ^^sA 
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are then willing to inquire whether another ad- 
vance cannot be made, and whether we may not, 
at lead, turn oor eyes upon the gardens of Plea- 
fure. We approach them with fcruple and hdita- 
tion; we enter them, bat enter timorous and 
trembling, and always hope to pafs through them 
without loiing the road of virtue^ which we| fqr 
a while, keep in bur fight, and to which we pro? 
pofe to return. But temptation fucceeds tempta- 
tion, and one compliance prepares us for another ; 
we, in time, lofe the happinefs of innocence, and 
fulace our difquiet with fenfual gratifications. By 
degrees we let fall the remembrance of onr origi- 
nal intention, and quit the only adequate objeft 
of rational defire. We entangle ourfdves in bufi- 
nefs, immeree ourfelves in luxury, and rove thro* 
the labyrinths of inconftancy, till the darknefs-of 
oUi age begins to invade us, and difeafe and anx* 
iety obdrudt our way. We then look back upon 
our lives with horror, with forrow, with repent- 
ance I and wilh, but too often vainly wifh, that 
we had not forfaken the ways of virtue. Happy 
•re they, my fon, who learn not to defpair, but 
ihall remember, that though the day is pal>, and 
their (Irength is wafted, there yet remains one ef- 
fort to be made ; that reformation is never hope- 
lefs, nor fincere endeavour^ ever unaififted ; that 
the wanderer may at length return after all his 
errors ; and that he who implores ftrength and 
courage from above, Iball find danger and^^culty 
give way before him. 
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than an habitation for the living; every tliihg* 
abont it appeared niinout and defulate. I could 
neither hear the voice nor trace the (leps of mor- 
tal man in this abfolute foHtude; nor had I any 
hopes of knowing in what wild region I was got, 
unleTs the pretty figure, fitting on. the grafa could, 
give me fome intelligence;* 

I made my approaches very refpeAfuJIy : but 
what was ray furprife, in drawing near, to find the 
air, the complexion, every feature in miniature, 
of the ungrateful Aurel'ra, on whom I. once fo paf* 
iionately doted J A thoufand* tormenting ideat 
rufhed into my mind at the light of this Jovdy 
creature, who imiled on me with^e mofl inchant* 
>ng innocence. Whilft I flood eagerly gazing at 
her, which was not long,. Aurelia hei*felf entered 
the walk, and confirmed the fufpicion^ that this 
child was a living proof of her infamy. 

It is about fix years fhice (he eloped from the - 
public view, repardlefs of her own illuflrious fa- 
mily, or the obligations (lie was mider to the ge* 
nerous Cleone, who treated her with the utmofl 
confidence, and was the lafl that fufpeded her 
bufband's criminal affair with her* — Be my joWu. 
wrongs forgot, and aU the comempt with which 
ilie treated whatever propofals honour and difin- 
terefled paflion could make. 

I found her now an objed of pity rattier than * 
refentment ; thedeje&ion of her mind was viflble 
in her pale haggard looks^ and the wretched ne- 
gligence of her habit, i. could hardly perfuade 
snyfeif this was the celebrated lady that once ap* 
peared in all public places with foch a parade of 
equipage and vanity* 

She was in the utmoft confufion at this: inter- 
view, till, exculing myfelf, I told her this intru- 
fion was undeligned, and purely the effect of 
Chance^ as I was taking a morning's ramble from 
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the EarJ of 's, where I had fpent fonie time ^ 

and thar {he might depend upon my word not to 
difpover her abode to any one in that family. 

By this Mme fhe was a little compofdd, and in- 
vited me to reft myfelf after my walk. I follow- 
ed her into the houfe, which looked more like the 
inanlions of Delpair than a retreat for a lady of 
pleafure : an awful filence reigned in every room, 
through which I made a ihift to find my way, by 
a dim twilight that glimmered through fome win- 
dows of as antique a figure as thofe of an old ab- 
bey. The furniture, I fancy, has not been dif- 
placed from time immemorial ; it looks more like- 
unwieldy lumber than any thing deligned for ufe 
or ornament : there was nothing of a modern 
date but a tea table, and that in ruinous circum- 
Itances. 

It was now about ten o'clock. Aurelia ordered 
tea and chocolate to be brought. All her attend- 
ance was a frefli -coloured country lafs, who with- 
drew as foon as we had brcakfafted. 

I was impatient to hear a relation of Aurelia's 
misfortunes, but durft not afk any quellion, for 
fear it would look like infulcing her diftrcfs ; fo 
only renewed my cxcufes for interrupting hCr 
privacyfc 

To which flie replied, that though I was thelafl: 
perfon in the world ihe would have chofe to be a 
witnefc of her infamy, yet flie thought herfclf hap- 
py in having an opportunity to make fome apolo- 
gy for her injuftice to me in refuiing thole terms 
©f honour I once offered, and complying with fuch 
reproachful conditions, as had made her the molt 
miferable creature on earth. 

" It was my criminal inclination,", continued 
fhe, ** for CaiFander, that made me inflexible to 
'^ your intreaties, and my father's commands to 
** marry you. But whatever wroo^thU ^^%v^ 
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^ your merit, my guilt, with regard to the geoe^ 
^ rous Cleone, is of a higher nature. The in- 
^ trigue I had with bar huiband was attended 
^ with circumllances of the blacked treachery* I 
^ have broke through the tendered engagements 
^ of friendfhip, and granted all that my difTolnte 
^ lover could aik; when, finding myfelf with 
^ child, t0 hide my infamy, he brought me to this 
^ difmal place, an old maniionhoufe belonging to 
' his family, where I am cut off from human fo* 
^ ciety, except two or three ftupid peafants, his 
^ tenants, who refide in fome part of this Gothic 
^ ilrudure. It is now fix years (Ince I have 
^ breathed and fiept (for I cannot call it livirg) 
* in this melancholy confinement, wi^iout hopes 
*• of a releafe, being entirely dependent on Caf« 
^ fander's allowance and caprice, who but too 
^ well knows his own power and ray folly; which 
^ makes him, indead of the humble lover, a& the 
^ imperious tyrant; his vifits are feldom, his ilay 
^ ihort^ and I am left whole months to bingiiiflt 
^ alone in a detefted folitiide. 

,*^ 1 bis child, ' continued fhe, weeping and ta- 
king the lovely creature in her arms, ^^ this child^ 
« which might have been my joy, proves my 
^* greatefl affliOion* Should I die, ike is unmedi- 
*^ ately abandoned to bardihip and neccffity; ihould 
^^ I live, it diilrads me to think fhe may follow 
*^ iny fcandalous example. How can I give her 
*' inflrudions to avoid ihofe vices which my prac* 
*♦ ticc approves ; or recommend that virtue wbofe 
*< facred rules I have fo openly violated ? And 
** ftill I love this, worthleis man. Were I peni- 
*' tent, could I refolve on a reformation, this 
** leifure and retirement would be a bleffing and 
" advantage to me; but lam obftinate in guilt, 
** while I defpair of happinefs in this world, or 
^^ the next. Until I came hither^, my hours. >were 
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** (|>cnt in frolic and gaiety ; a <;onftant feries of 
** divcrlions fhortencd the days, and gave wingi 
^ to the jovial hours, which now have leaden 
^* feet, and, burdened with grief, lag heavily a- 
*' long. No fort of reflexion gives me joy ; whc- 
^^ ther I look backward or forward, all is dark- 
^* nefs and confuiion: I am no way qualified for 
** retirement: books are my aveHion, thinking is 
** my horror ; I am weary of living, and afraid 
** to die/* 

I heard this account with a heart full of^ com- 
pafiion, and faid what' I could to perfuade her to 
break off this criminal commerce with CaiTander, 
and to throw herfelf on the care of Providence, 
|ind the gencrofity of her friends : but I had too 
much value for my own peace, and too great a 
contempt for a woman of Aurelia's character, to 
make any particular propofals for her freedom : 
and bidding her adieu, hafled back to the Earl's 
without faying one word of my adventure, which 
I commit to your fecrecy, and fubfcribe myfelf, 
' Your moft humble fcrvant, 

POLYDORZ* 

LETTER XXII. 

- A letter from Ariflus^ giving his friend a relation 
of the fudden death of his bride ^ who was feized 
in the chapel while the facred rites were per- 
forming. 

MY fate will furnifli you with a full evidence of 
the vanity of human happinefs*^ My laft let- 
ter was wrote in the height of fuccefs, with the 
moft arrogant expedations and boa ft of a lafting 
felicity ; now it is all changed, and the ihadows 
of night come over me. 
Tbs lovely Ermina, whom I h^d to Vix^^ Y^^' 
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fued, and at lad perfuaded to crown my wiill^f 
the very jmorning (he gave me her hand, befhre 
the facred ceremony was finidiedy was furprifed 
with the fatal mefTage of death ; and carried in a 
fwoon from the chapel to her chamber, where (he 
foon expired in her mother's arms. This hour 
ihe appeared with all the cod and fplenjdor of ft 
youthful bride ; the next (he is pale and fenfelefs, 
muffled in a ghaflly ihrowd : thote charms, that in 
the morning promifed an eternal bloom, before the 
evening have dropt their fmiling pride; the fpark* 
ling eyes are funk in darknefs ; the fofc, the tune- 
ful voice, is for ever ialent ; while a livid hue lies 
on the late rofy lips. 

T^us airy Pleafiire dances in our eyes. 

And rprczd.i fal'e images in fair difguife 

T' allure our fouls ; til* jwft within thy a-oif 

T*-e vifion dies; and all the painted charms 

Flee quick away from tlie piirfuing fight. 

Till they are lod in (hades, andm'.nglc with the night. 

O Death ! how cruel was thy triumph ! Youth 
and beauty, joy and blooming hope^ lye here a vic- 
tim to thy rage : the darkfome prifon of the grave 
muil now confine the gentle captive ; inflead of 
the pomp of a bridal-bed, the cold earth mud be 
her lodging, duft and corruption her covering. 

You will now exped I fliould pradife the prin- 
ciples I have fo often aflerted, in exerciling my 
boailed reafon and moderation ^ or leave you to 
infult me with the arguments I lately produced,, 
to allay your grief under the prefTure of an un- 
common misfortune. This reproach would be 
but juft at a period when Heaven has given me a 
full evidence of the truths I confefTed, and fet die 
vanity of human hopes in the cleareft demonflra- 
tion before me. One would think I (hould now, 
if ever, find it eafy to moralize upon thefe fub- 
jeds, and a6t the philofopber from mere neccinty, 
if not from virtue. 
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Were the cafe ycnir^s, bf any body's but ifxjf. 
own, how many wife things (hould I repeat 1 how 
fluently eouklltaflc ! So much more eafy is it to 
didate than to pta&ife. Aiid yet I um i^afcma'ble 
hy intervals ; I inn hi more than ftatne a Chriffian; 
hi fome bright periods I feel die forte t>f that 
profeilion, und pary hoaiage to its facred rules : 
a heavenly ray icatters xtfygrief, and 'eheers n^ 
foul with dirine confolations t the gay arid the 
gloomy appearances of mortal things Vi&nlfii before 
the gleams of celeftial light ; immortal ple'afutes, 
with gentle invitations, call me to the udes, and 
all my thoughts afcend* 

But how inort my trhiihpli ! hoW eafjr the';tran- 
£cion from reafon to madnefs! 6f what Turpf iliiig 
variety is a human mitid capable! Light ana dark- 
ne(s, heaven and hell, feem "blended wlfhih; it is 
»11 chaos, and wild diforder : that resffoh which 
one moment relieves me, the next feettfs With a 
juft train df ideas to tbrffietk me. 

See there all pale and dcMl flic lyest 
J^or ever ttaw my ftieamine eyct: 
Flf, Hymen, with esKtingSfliMirca I 
Fly ntoptiai biil^, ind chaAe cfefivert 
iMrfflioa's fled, tli e'lo w ii cft aiM, 
vFatth, fwcetners, wit, lOBethcrjoia^d. 

D.velt faith, and- wit, and fweetnefi there ? 
Oh ! view the chanj^ aad drop i-teSr. 

'AdteU« 

L E t t E R XXift, 

From Mr Pope to Mt Adiijhn. 

T HAVE been lying in Ivait for triy own imagi-* 
^ nation this week and more, ahd watching what 
thoughts came \^p in the whirl of fancy that were 
worth communicating to you in a letter^ G^^ 1 
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am at length convinced that my ranibling head can 
produce nothing of this fort f fo I xnult even be 
contented with telling you the old (lory, that I 
love yon heartily. I have often found by experi- 
ence, that nature and truth, though never fo low 
and vulgar, arc yet plcaiing, when openly and art- 
Jc'.sly rcprefented. It would be diverting to mc 
to read the very letters of an infant, could it 
write its innocent incon fluencies and tautologies, 
jiid as it thought them. This makes ine hope a 
letter from me will not be unwelcome to you, 
\Vl1en I am confcious I write with more onrefer* 
vcJnefs than ever man wrote, or, perhaps, talked 
to another. I imtt your good nature with the 
v/hole range of my follies, and really love you fo 
well, that I would rather you (hould pardon me 
than efleem me ; Hncc one is an act of goodnefs 
and benevolence, the other a kind of conflrained 
deference. ■ . . 

You cannot wonder my thoughts are fcarce 
confiilent, when I tell you how they arediflracled. 
Every hour of my life my mind is flrangely divi- 
ded ; this minute perhaps I am above the flars, 
with a thoufand fyfiems round about me, looking 
forward into a vaft abyfs, and loTmg my whole 
comprehenlion in the boundlefs fpnce of creation, 
in dialogues with Whifton and tbe a/b onomers ; 
the next moment I am below all trifles, grovelling 
with T. in the very centre of nonfenfe: now £ 
am recreated with the brilk fallies and quick turns 
of wit, which Mr Steele, in his liveliefl and freed 
humour, darts about him ; and now levelling my 
application to the inllgnificant obfervaiions and 
ijuirks of grammar of C. and D. 

Good God ! what an incongruous animal is man ! 
how iinfcttled in his bell part, his foul ; and how 
changing and variable in his frame of body ! the 
conftar.cy of the one fhook by every notion, the 
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temperament of the other afFcfted by every blaft 
of wind! Wbst i$ he altcgeiher Jbuctone mighty 
inconfinency ! ficknei's and pain is the lot of oile 
half of Uni; doybt and fear the -portion of the. 
other ! What a buflle w« tnake abovt paSing. our 
time, when all our fpace is but a point ? What 
aims and ambitions are crowded iiito this little In- 
ftant of ourjifc, which (as Shakcfpeare .fijielv 
words it) is roiindcd with a flce^ ? Our whole e^f 
tent of being is no more,' in the eye of him who 
gave it, than a fcarce perceptible moment of du- 
ration. Thofe animals, . wbofe circle of living is* 
limited to three or four hours, as the naturalifts 
tell us, are yet as long-lived, and. poiTefs as wide 
a fcene of action, as man., if we confider him with 
a vie^ to all fpice, and aileternlty. Who .knows 
what plots; what atchic'vment^,. a mite nlay per- 
form in his kingdom of ;t graiii ef duft, within his. 
life of fome minutes ! And of bow much lefs con- 
fideration even thntl this is the Lfe of man in the 
fight of God, who is for ever, ahd for ever .? ^ , 

Who tliat thinks in this ftrain bat muft fee the 
world and its contemptible grandeui's leiTen before 
Urn at every thought; it is enmi^ to make one 
remain ftupified in a poifeof 'inadHon, void of all 
defires, of all defigns, of all fricndfhips ! 

But we muft retnrn (through our very condi- 
tion of being) to our narrow felves, and thofe 
things that aftcft ourfelVeft i bxir paffion's, our in- 
terefts, flow in upon us, and unpbildfopbize us in-^ 
to mere mortals. For my part, I never return for 
much intQ myfelf as when. I tWnkofyoii, whofe 
friendship is one of the beft comforts I havfc for^ 
the inlignificancy of myfelf. 

I am yours, &c» 

U a. 
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and. the fiiU bloom of youth and beaDty.— «— If I 
go oiH yx>a will think mr ia the height of the va^ 
pours, and the perfeaion mf the fplccn j.hut^in all 
the variety of iny temper, 

I am your Ladyfliip'^s 

moCl hmnble ferv^nt^ 

r admire the verfes you inclotcd, and ax^fur-- 
priTtxl at the author. . 

t E T TE R XXVr, 

Ir&mMirs Rowe4$'tbe eoanti/s 9fNer^rdi. 

IVriUtn the day hefrrt. her dcati.^ 

Madam, 

•TpHIS is, the I*ft. letter you yAJT ever' receive- 
-■- front me, the laft aiTorancel fhall ever. give. 

;ou,,on earthy of a OoQere.anditedfallifrimdihip^; 
ut whcm we.niceL ag^in,.IhGpe it^wilhbe in^the 
heights of immortal love asdeeftafy. Mine, per-^ 
hajpSy may. he the glad fp^rit to cengratulatet your^ 
fate arrival ta the happy ihores* Heaven can- 
^itnefs^how fiocere my< concern fojr. ycnir^happir 
neft is : thither I have fent my ardent 'wfftes that, 
you may be fecured from the iartering dirlufiona: 
of the world *t and,' after your ptous example has* 
been long a btc(Sng. to> mankind^ may calxnly re* 
fign your breathy and. enter the confines. of unmo* 

Imcd }0f^ ■ ! 9m now taking my farewell of 

you here ; but it fe a (hort adifeu^ widh^rfoll perfua^ 
lion tbat weflialV'foon meet. agatii.M.^^-'Butii oh.L 
in what e]evatk>n of happinefs !;:^in what enlarge* 
mehr ofmind^ and wher^perfedien oft every facul* 
ty ^.^ib^Wbat' tranl^rting reflediens (hall. we. 
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make on the advantages of which we (hall be eter* 

naliy poiTeired ! — ^^ To him that loved us, and 

^ waAied us in his blood,'^ ihail we aicribe im* 

mortal glory, dominion,, and praife,. for everr 

this is all my falvation, aH my hope. That name 

in whom the Gentiles trud, in whom all the fami> 

lies of the earth are bleiled^ is now my glorious,. 

my unfailing confidence. In his worth alone I 

exped to ftand juftified before infinite ptirity and 

juirice. How poor are my hopes, if 1 depended- 

on thofe works, which my vanity, or the partia?. 

Kty of men, have called good; and which,., if ^exa». 

mined by divine purrty^ would prove, perhiips^. 

but fpecious fins !• The bed adions of my life 

would he found defe^live if brought to the teft of 

that nnblemifhed holinefs, in whofe fight the*hea^ 

vens are not dean. Where*; were my. hopes,, but. 

fbr a Redeemer's merit and atonement !— how^ 

defperate,.how undone my condition ! — With the 

utmoft advantages I,oould boafl Pfhould (lep back. 

and tremble at the thonghts of appearing before 

the unblemUhed, Majefty ! Oh Jrsus ! ' what harw 

mony dwelh In thy name !:cdeilial joy and im* 

laortat life are in the. fdnnd;«-<lec angels fet to 

thee their gold6n harps, let the ranfomed ' nations 

for ever magnify thee. What a df eam is mortal 

life I what fbadows are all the obj^s of/ mortal 

fenfe ! Alltheglories of mortality (my. much-be- 

Jbved" ftrend) will be nothing in your- view at thte 

awful houf- of dtath^ when you mud be feparated^ 

from thii lower creation, and^. enter on tnis bon> 

d6rs of'tbe immortal worldi' 

Somethtfig perf^des me tfafs will be the laft 
farewelMn this worldi Heaven forbid it fhould 
h^aneverlaiting^partiiigp May that, divine pro- 
teolon^ whole care I imptore, keep you fledtaft 
it^ the faith of Cbrrflian:^, and guide your ftei^ 
in the ftridtcA gaths of vinutV K&a\i^ \a?l /cas!^ 
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dear friend, until we meet in the Paradife ef 

Cod. 

LETTER XXVIL 

From a p^rjhn in town to hh brother in the countrjf 
d'^Jciibing a public execution at Ty6um\ 

Dear Brother, 

T HAVE this day been fatisfying a curiofity, I 
* believe, natural to moft people, by feeing aa 
execution at Tyburn* This light has bad an ex- 
traordinary eiTecl upon nie, which is more owing 
to the unexpetted oddncfi of the fcene than the 
atfecting concern, which is unavoidable in a think- 
ing perlbn at a fpecl %'e ib awful, and fb mtereft* 
ing, to all who conljder. thcmfelves of the fame 
fpecits with the unhappy fufferers. 

That 1 might the becter view the prifoners, and 
cfcape the preJure of the mob, which is prodigi- 
ous, nay, almort incredible, if we confider the fre- 
quency of thefe executions in London^ which is 
once a-month, I mounted my liorfe, and accom- 
panied the melancholy cavalcade from Newgate to 
the fatal trccv The criminals were five hi nuiH* 
ber. I was much disappointed at the unconcern 
and carelelTners that appeared in the faces of three 
of the unhappy wretches. The countenances of 
the other two were fpread with that horror and 
defpair which is not to be wondered at in men 
whofe period is fo near^ with the terrible aggra- 
vation of its being hallened. by their own volunta- 
ry indifcretion andmifdeeds^ The exhortation 
fpoken by the beilman from the wall of St SepuU 
chre's church-yard is well intended ; but the noife 
of the officers and the irjob was fo great, and the* 
fiUy curiofity of the people climbing into the cart? 
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to take leave of the criminals, made fuch a confn- 
fti noife, that I could not bear the words of the 
exhortation when fpoken, though they are as fol- 
low: 

. ^^ All good people, pray heartily to God for 
^* ihefe poor iinners, wno are now foing to their 
** deaths^ for whom this great bell doth toll. 

^^ Yon that are condemned to die, repent with 
** lamentable tears. Aik mercy of the Lord for 
*^ the falvation of yonr own fouls, through the 
^* merit, death, and pailion, of Jefus Chrift, who 
^ now fits at the right hand of God to make in- 
^^ terceflion for as many of you as penitently re* 
^* turn unto hiin.*' 

•* Lord hmvc mercy upon you ! Chrift have mercy 
** upon y%u i" 

Which lad words the bellman repeats three 
times. 

AU the way up Holborn die crowd was fo great 
as, at every twenty or thirty yards, to obitrud; 
the paflage; and wine, notwithftanding a late 
good order againfl that pradice, was brought the 
maIefa£lors, who drank greedily of it, which I 
tiblnk did not fuit well wiui their deplorable cir- 
cumftances. Aftec this,, the three t bought leis 
young men, who ^X firft feemed not enough con-^ 
cerned, grew more fhamefuUy daring and wanton ^ 
behaving themfelves in a manner that would have 
been ridiculous in men in any circumdance what* 
ever : they fwore, laughed, and talked obfcenely ^ 
^nd wifhed their wicked companions good luck, 
with as much afTurance as if their employment had 
been the mofl lawfvK 

At the place of execution the fcenc grew flili 
more (hocking 1 and the clergyman who attended 
was more the fubject of ridicule chan their fcrious 
attention. The pfalm was fung amidd the curfes 
ai\d quarrelling of huadreds of. the uxqII ^ha£tfk!<^ 
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ed and profligate of manknid ; upon whom (fo fhi- 
pid are they to any fenfe of decencyj all the pre-% 
parations of the unhappy wretches- (eem to ferve 
only for the fubjed of a ^arbarou8 kind of mirth, 
altogether inconliftent - with humanity. And as 
foon as the poor creatures were half dead, I was 
much furprifed, before fucb a number of peace- 
officers, to fee the populace fall to pulling and 
haling the carcafes with fo much earneftnefs as to 
occaiion fever a 1 warm rencounters, and broken 
beads. Thefe, I was told, were the friends of the 
perfons executed, or iuch as, for the fake of tu- 
mult, chofe to appear fo, and fome perfons fent by 
private lurgeons to obtain bodies ifor di{IeAion« 
The contefU between tbefe were fterce and bloody 
and frighttul to look at ; fo that I. made the bed 
of my way out of the crowd, and, with Tome cif- 
ficulty, rode back among a large number of peo- 
ple, who had been upon the fame errand with my- 
leif. The face of every one fpoke a kind of mftn^ 
as if the fpedacle they beheld had afforded plea- 
fure inftead of pain, which 1 am wholly unable to 
account for. 

In other nations, common criminal ^ecutions 
are faid to be little' attended by any befldes the 
neceflary officers and the mournful friends z but 
here all was hurry and confuiion, racket and noife^ 

Fraying and oaths, f wearing and finging of pfalms* 
am unwilling to impute this dinerence in our 
own from the practice of other nations to the ern« 
city of our. natures, to which foreigners, however^ 
to our di (honour, afcribe it. In mo(t inftances, 
let them fay what they will, we are hnmane be- 
yo;id what other nations can boa(l ; but in this 
the behaviour of. my countrymen is part my ac- 
counting for; every ftreet and lane I pafled 
through bearing rather the face of a holiday than 

of that forrow wWch 1 evL^^^d v> fce^ ^^f dw? 



LXTTEH-WRITER. 239 

untimely deatbs of. five members of the commu-< 
> nity. 
. One of their bodies was carried to the lodging 
of his wifey.who, not being in the way to receive 
it, they immediately hawked it about to every fur^ 
geon they could think of: and when none wonld 
buy it, they rubbbd tar- all over it, and left it in a 
field hardly covered. with. earth. 

This ia the, bed defcriptiop I can give you of a 
fcene tha( was no way entertaining to me, and 
which I fhall not again take (6 much pain» to be* 
hold. lan^ dear brother, yoiir's affedlionately. 



- r • ' 
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7hi following. Utter v)as vsritten by a gentlnvoman 
to her ' hutjhand^ • who was cundetrined to fuffer 
death. 7h£ utifprPunate cataflrofhe hapfened at 
Exeter^ in the time of Oliver* s ufurpation. A 
gentleman^ whofe name vHis Penruddock\ to whom 
the letter was written^ was barbaroujly^ fetiten* 
cedto '.die without ibeJeaJl appearance ofjujtice. 
He offer ted the illegality of his enemies^ pro* 
ceeding with afpirit worthy his innocence ; and 
the night before his death his lady wrote to him 
this letter^ which is fo much admire dy and is as 
follows : 

Mrs Penruddock*s lafl. Utter to her hujband^ 

My dear Heart, 

MY fad parting was fo far from making me for- 
get you, that I fcarce thought upon rayfelf 
fuice, but wholly upon you. Thofe dear embra- 
ces which I yet feel, and (hall never Icfe, being 
the faithful teftimonies of an indulgent huiband, 
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have charmed my foul to fucb a reverence of ym 
remembrance, that, were it poffible, I would witk 
my own blood cement your dear limbs to life a- 
gain ; and (with reverence) think it no fin to rob 
heaven a little wlule longer of a martyr. O^ mf 
dear, you mud now pardon my paflion, this be- [ 
ing my lad (O fatal words !) that ever you will 
receive from me; and know, chat until the laft 
minute that I can imagine you alive, I will facri- 
fice the prayers of a Cbriftian, and the groans of 
an aiflided wife. And when you are not, (whidi 
fure by fympathy I (hall know,) I fhall wifli of 
own diflbiution with you, that fo we may go hand 
in hand to heaven. 'Tis too late to tell you what 
I have, or rather have not, done for yoa ; bow 
turned out of doors, becauCel came to beg mercy; 
the Lord lay not your blood to their charge. I 
would fain diicourfe longer with you, but dare 
not ; paflion begins to drown my reafbn, and will 
rob me of my devoir, which is all I have left to 
ferve you Adieu, therefore, ten thoufand times, 
my deareft dear ; and iince I muft never fee you 
more, take this prayer : May your faith be fo 
flrengtheued, that your conflancy may continue^ 
and then I know Heaven will receive you : whi- 
ther grief and love will, in a fbort time, (X hope^) 
tranflate. 

My dear, your fad, but conflant wife, 

*ven to love your aflies when dead^ 

Arundel Pzkkvddocx^ 

May the 3d, i6^S9 '^ o'dofck at night. 

P. S. Your children beg your blefling, and pre* 
fent their duties to you. 
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I [I do not know that I b^vte <v^r rie^ladgy tbingr 
I fo affediopatie as tbat line, ^^ tbofe degr eoib^ac^s 
I " which I yet feci!"] ' ' 

f^Mr Pefiruddock's ^nfwcr has an equal tender** 
s, which I fhall recite alfo, that you may fee 
'. whether the man or the woman exprefled tbem« 
felves the more kindly, and drive to imitate them 
in lefs circumftances of diftrefs, for from all no 
couple upon earth are exempt.] 

LETTER XXIX. 
Mr Penruddock^s lajl letter to his Lady^ 

l^eared, bed of creatures, 

. T HAD taken leave of the WxOrld when 1 received 
■■• your'ft 5 it did at once recall my fondnefs for 
life, and enable me to relign it. As I am fure I 
Ihall leave none behind me like you, which weak- 
ens my refolution to part from you ; fo when I 
refledb I am going to a place' where th^re is nonet 
but'fuch as yoa, I recover my courage. But fond- 
nefs breaks ill upon me ; and I woulfl not have my 
tears flow to-morrow, when your hulband, and 
the father of your dear babes, is a public fj^dacle. 
Do not think meanly of me, that I give way to 

frrief now in privare, when I fee my fand run fo 
afl. I within a few hours am to leave you help- 
lefs, and expofed to the mercilefs and infolent, that 
have wrongfully put me to a fhameful death, and 
will objed that Ihame to my poor children/ I 
thank you for all yoor goodnefs to me, and will 
endeavour fo to die, as to do nothing unworthy 
that virtue in which we have mutually^ fupportei. 
each other.' and for which I defire you siot to r^- 

X 
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pine, tkat I am firft to be rewarded: fince you c 
preferred me to yourfelf in all other things, afl 
me, with cheerfulncfs, the precedence to tliit. 
I dedre your prayers in the article of death, i 
aiy own will then be offered for you and yours. 

J. PcNRunooci 



A few (hort and intelligible Fo r m s of MES- 
SAGES for Ca R D s or Bi L L E T s , which 
may be varied at pleafiirc, fo as to fervc 
all occafions. 



M^ 



M E S S A G E I. 

'R and Mrs Cecil's compliments :to Mr andMr^ 
Howard, and defirc the favour of their com- 
pany Wednefday next, to drink tea and fpend the 
c?vcning. 

Monday morn. 

II. Mr and Mrs Howard return their compli- 
ments to Mr and Mrs Cecil, and will certainly d^ 
themfelves the pleafure to'wait on them. 
Monday noon.. 

IIL Mr and Mrs Howard return their complf- 
ments, and are furry it happens that a pre-engage- 
ment will not permit them the pleafure of waiting 
on Mr and Mrs Cecily which they would, othese 
wife readily have done. 
Monday morn. 

IV. Mr and Mrs Compton's compliments to 
Mr and Mrs Stanely ; and if they are difengaged 
this afternoon, will take the pleafure o£ waiting 
on them. 

Tuefday morn» 

V. Mr and Mrs Sranely are pcrfeftly difenga. 

J;ed, beg their compliments, and will be extreme- 
y glad of Mr and Mrs Coinpton's agreeable com- 
pany. 

Tuefday Okoon.^ 
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VI. Mr and Mrs Stanely arc very forry it to 
happens that tbey are engsged this afternoon and 
evening; but beg their cotnpTiineiits, and any other 
time that (ball be agreeable to Mr and Mrs Comp- 
ton, will ht proud of the pleafare of their com- 
pany. 

Tuefday noon. 

. VIL Mifs Willis fends her compliments to Mifs 
Byron, and defires to know how (he does ; and if 
well enough to fee company, and it be agreeable, 
^ill wait on her this afternoon in tbef coach, aw 
give her an airing for an hour before tea* 
Wednesday morn. 

VIII. Mifs Byron, without a compliment, it 
Very agreeably obliged to Mifs Willis, whoin fht 
would oe extremely glad to fee, and accepts of 
her kind falutary offer, an airing in tht coach at 
the time propofed. 

Wednefday morn. 

# ■ 

IX. Mifs Byron, indead of cotnpiiitiehts, bdgs 
leave to rettrn Mifi Willis her befl thanks ftfr her 
very obliging card, and is dxtrfcmeiy fortjr flie Is 
not well enough to have the pl^afure of ner com* 
pany ; which, however, fhc nopes very fooii for 
a full enjoyment of, and to be able to accept of 
her kind offer of an airing in the coach. 

Wednefday noon, and not up. 

X. Mrs Windham prefents her compliments to 
Mrs Pemberton ; hopes (he is well, and to have 
the favour of her company to-morrow evening, ^ 
with a fmall but agreeable party at friendly whilT 

Thurfday afternoon. 

i^I. Mrs Pemberton is not fo well as fhe could 
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wilh, but much at Mrs Wyndham's fervice, and 
will endeavour to wait on her, . ' 

Thurfday even. 

XII. Mr Lambert's compliments wait 6ii Mi^ 
Norris, to beg the very great favour of being her 

' partner to-morrow evening at the affcmbiy.- - 
Friday morh^ 

XIII. Mifs Norris's compliments to Mr Lam- 
bert, and fhe is engaged* 

Friday. 

XIV. Mifs Norris V compliments; fhe is Tiot 
certain of being at the aflembly, and undetermined 
about dancing ; fo Mr Lambert muft not abfoltite- 
ly depend on her for a partner. 

Friday morn, 

XV. Mifs Wanfey is forry. to trouble Mifs Coo- 
per on fo trifling an occalion as how to Aired: to 
her aunt Waterland ; begs her compliments, and 
a line of information by the bearer. 

Sunday evening. 

XVL Mrs Chedwbrth'& refpefb (compliments 
fhe has done with), to Mifs Charlton, and, if not 
engaged, her company,- as it will be extremely 
agreeable, is defired this evening at a party of 
quadrille, about four tables in the whole, 
Monday morn. 

XVII. Mifs Charlton's bed fervices ; fhe has 
the pleafure of Mrs Ched worth's refpeftful mef- 
fage., and it is much againfl her inclination that 
fhe is obliged to fay fhe cannot polfibly wait on 
her, having this evening a preyious engagement 
that cannot be difpenfed with. 

Monday noon. 

XVIII. If Mifs Romney be well enoucju^ L\>i^ 

2t5 . 
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Bathurft's complinients, and flie propofes a vifit 
this afternoon to Mifs Arron, and will be very 

Srlad of her company ; the coach it ordered exa&- 
y at four^ and an airing will not be amifs. 
* Wednefday, eleven o'clock. 

"* XIX. Mifs Roinney has* the honour of Lady Ba« 
thurft's card; ihc begs leave to return her com- 
pliments, and is very much at her LadyOiip's fer- 
vice, and will certainly wait on her. 
Wednefday. 

XX. Mrs Legg has a party at cards next Wed- 
nefday fe'enighc of eight tables ; flie pr^fents her 
compliments to Mr Strong, and defires the favour 
of his company. 

Thurfday, Dec. 5. 

XXI. Mr Strong hfis the honcmr of Mri Legg's 
card,^ thinks himfelf extremely obliged in being of 
the party, and will certainly do himfelf the plea* 
fure of waiting on her. 

Thdrfday, Dec. 5. 

XXJI. Mr Bedford, after the honour of dandng 
laft night with Mifs Hammond, is concerned that 
he is prevented waiting on her this morning, by a 
fudden call to town ; begs his compliments may 
be acceptable ; hopes this meflage will find her in 
perfed health, and that (he took no cold, 
Friday morn, eight o'clock. 
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Explanation of common abbreviations or contrasting 

of vi^rds. 

NotCy A point, or full fldp, is always to be wrfl- 
ten after a word thus abbreviated. 



AnC Anfvier 

A. D. Afififi Domini^ or, 
the year of our Lord 

Acct. account 
Abt. about 
A^. againjl 

B. A. Batchelor of arts 
Bp. Bijhop 

B.D. Batchelortn dMniiy 

Sart. Baronet 

Chap. Chapter > 

D. D. Doeht in dhinlty 

Dr. Ihiior 

Efq. EJquire 



1. e. i< 



Id cft^^that is 



Etnpf . JEmperor 
Hon. HonourMt 
Kt. Knight 

LL. D. Do^or of laws 
M. D. Z>o<f?or ofphyfic 
Mr. Af^yZ^r 



Mrs. Miftrefi 

Mty. majefiy 

Obj, Objeifion 

Qu. ^e/iion 

Rev. Reverend 

S. t. P. Profejfor of or, 

Dodfir in Mvinity 
Sr. 5/r 
St. i'tf/rt/ 
Sol. Solution 
y^ch. which 
ye. /Atf 
yt, //i^/ 
yn. Mtf« 
yr. ^o«r 
ym. /^^m 

viz. videlicet^ to wit^ or, 

&(:• tf/ cetera^ and the 
reft, (or what follows] 



But one onght .to avoid thofe contra£Hons of 
words as much as poflible, unlefs it be foi* one's 
own private ufe, and where it wduld be ridiailods 
to write them in letters at length; as, £rc. for and 
fo forth ^ or the reft^ Mr. for Majhr^ Mrs. for 
Mifirefs^ &c. It argues likewife a difrefped and 
(lighting to ufe contractions to your betters, and 
Is often puztling to others, except in fuch cafes as 
above mcntioncS. 
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A table of Numbers and Figures. 

NUMBERS are ufually exprefled either ^ 
thcfe feven Roman capital letters, I. V 3C 
L. C. D. M. which are called numerals^ or by thcfe 
ten charad^iers, viz. i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, wUch 
are called ySj^^r^j^ ando, which is a cipher. 

Their fignification. 

I. One. V. Five. X. Ten. L. Fifty. C. a Hun- 
dred. D. Five Hundred. M. a Thoufand. 

I One. 2 Two. 3 Three. 4 Four. 5 Five 6 SiXr 
7 Seven. 8 Eight. 9 Nine, o Nothing. 

Obferve concerning the numeral letters, that If 
a lefs numeral letter be placed before a greater, it 
takes away from the greater fo much as the leflTer 
{lai)ds for ; but, plac^ after a greater, it adds^ fo 
much to it as the lefTer ftands for ; as the letter 
V. ftands for Five ; but having I^ placed before it, 
it takes One from it, and makes both (land but for 
Four ; thus, IV. But I. being fet after V, adds 
One to it, and makes it thus, Six^ VI. 

Take notice of thefe examples, 

IV Four V Five VI Six 

IX Nine X Ten XI Eleven 

XL Forty L Fifty LX Sixty 

XC Ninety C Hundred CX Hundred and Ten 

Obferve, concerning the characters or figures, 

that ciphers at the right hand of figures increafe 

their value ten times; as i One, 10 Ten, 100 

Hundred, 7 Seven, 7ocx> Seven Thoufand ; but at 

/ the left hand they Hgnify nothing at all, as 01, 
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oor, make One ; 002 but Two. — A figure at every 
remove from the right hand increafes its value ten 
times as 9 Nine^ 90 ffinety^eightj 987 Nine hun* 
dred and eighty -/even. 

Note^ Numbers are fometimes expreiTed by fmall 
Roman letters, as u one^ ii. two^ xvi. fixteeny Ix. 
yixtv^ &€• 

Note alfoy Where books, chapters, feAions, and 
verfes, are cited, the numeral letters are general Iv 
ufed to iignify the book qr chapter 1 and the fi- 
gures to ngnify the feAions, verfes, or fmaller 
parts: as, Exod. xii* x7« Exodus, the twelfth clu^p- 
-* . ther, and the feVenteenth verfe. So, B. IX. Seft. 24* 
ligniiies Book the ninth^ and the twenty-fourth 
f(^on. 

l^igures are alfo ufed to exprefs the tbmg^ follow* 

ing, viz. 

u The order or fucceflipn of things, as, i^ 24^ 
3^, 4/ii, lotby 29M ; firftyfecond^ ihtrd^ &c, 

2. The fraaions or parts of a thing, at \ one 
iaiff i one third party J tne fourth^ or fuitrtit^ 
i three quarters^ iJtvi eighth. 
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